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INTRODUCTION. 



It is related in Northern mythology, that the god 
of Force, visiting an enchanted region, was chal- 
lenged by his royal entertainer to what seemed an 
humble feat of strength — merely to lift a cat from 
the ground. The god smiled at the challenge, and, 
calmly placing his hand under the belly of the 
animal, with superhuman strength, strove, while the 
back of the feline monster arched far upwards, even 
beyond reach, and one paw actually forsook the 
earth, until at last the discomforted divinity desisted; 
but he was little surprised at his defeat, when he 
learned that this creature, which seemed to be a cat, 
and nothing more, was not merely a cat, but that 
it belonged to and was a part of the great Terres- 
trial Serpent, which, in its innumerable folds, en- 
circled the whole earth. Even so is it with the 
system of endless torture. It has infused its deadly 
virus into the heart of humanity — encircled the 
fairest portion of society in its slimy folds, crushing 
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out the affections — dethroning reason — and render- 
ing existence a curse. 

The history of endless punishment is one of 
bloodshed, cruelty and crime. Heathenish in its ori- 
gin, unsupported in its claims by reason, philosophy, 
and revelation, by the friendly aid of bigotry and 
superstition, it has worked its way down to the 
present day. This system has undergone various 
modifications with a view to make it acceptable to 
the people of different ages. Chameleon like, it 
changes its color as often as circumstances require. 
The wolf dressed in a lamb-skin is a wolf still. 
So of the system of endless punishment ; when 
stripped of the transparent gauze in which its ad- 
vocates strive to hide its deformities, it is the hydra 
headed monster, full of wrath and cruelty. 

The advocates of this system have resorted to va- 
rious methods of defending its principles. During 
the dark ages, it was defended by Calvin on the 
ground that God was a Sovereign — and that by an 
irresistible decree he had chosen a select number be- 
fore the foundation of the world, as the special heirs 
of salvation, and the number was so definite it could 
not be increased or diminished. Soon after, Armin- 
ius arose and scouted the idea of Calvin's method 
of defending the system of endless suffering. He 
took the ground that the system of election and 
reprobation is a foul blot upon the character of God. 
He argued that God made the eternal salvation of 
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ail possible upon certain conditions, which at the 
.same time he foresaw would not be complied with. 
What great virtue would there be in offering our 
children a treasure on certain conditions, which we 
know will never be complied with! If any are to be 
endlessly miserable, it must be on the ground that 
God foreordained that such shall be their fate, or 
foreknew it, in either of which cases it makes no 
difference, so far as the result is concerned. If, be- 
fore creation, God foresaw and foreknew that a single 
soul is to be endlessly wretched, it is as sure of 
meeting this fate as though he foreordained it for 
this purpose. So the system of endless woe cannot 
he defended with any better success on the ground 
of Arminianism than that of Calvinism. But the 
celebrated Dr. Beecher has the honor of defending 
the system of endless punishment on entirely a new 
ground. He takes the novel position, that, prior to 
this world, man had a pre-existence; that in that pre- 
existent state he was endowed with superior angelic 
powers ; and that sinning under such circumstances, 
he deserves justly endless punishment. Nevertheless, 
God has put him on probation a second time in this 
world, with a view to give him another opportunity 
to re-instate himself to divine power. Surely we 
have no remembrance of having an existence prior 
to this, and what is more unjust than to punish us 
for sins of which we have no knowledge of com- 
mitting? Besides, if we sinned in our first proba- 
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tionary state, under circumstances most favorable for 
virtuous attainments, the prospect of redeeming our- 
selves in this world is anything but encouraging ! 
And what is to become of children dying in infancy? 
They have no opportunity of making the first effort 
of restoring themselves to divine favor. Are they all 
to be lost? Thus the system of endless misery can- 
not be defended on any just or rational ground. 
View it from any stand-point you please, it is de- 
fective in all its fundamental principles. In the fol- 
lowing pages we have presented our principal objec- 
tions to the system of endless punishment, which 
we now submit to the critcal examination and im- 
partial consideration of the reader. 
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CHAPTER I, 



ITS EFFECT UPON THE DOMESTIC CIRCLE 

Who has not seen the doctrine of endless misery 
introduce disorder and confusion into the family cirele ? 
Under its influence it has soured the disposition of the 
parent towards the child — arrayed the brother against 
the sister — and sundered the most endearing relations 
of life. In the "Key to Truth"- there is a Prize 
Essay, written by Mrs. Scott, in which she touch- 
ingly shows the terrible effects of endless misery upon 
the domestic relations. The eldest daughter is 
driven to commit suicide, under the impression that 
she had sinned away the day of grace. The father 
sends for a Job comforter to attend her funeral, who, 
true to his creed, consigns her to helpless and hope- 
less despair. The surviving daughter, stunned at the 

* A work recently published by the author. 
1 
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thought, is thrown into paroxysms of despair; for 
weeks she remains insensible, till at last she is shown 
in a vision '« that the Lord will not cast off forever," 
and that in due time she will meet her departed sister 
among th6 blood washed millions on high. Her 
father becomes morose and enraged in view of her 
conversion to Universalism. His fury knows no 
bounds; and he bids her in tones of thunder to 
renounce her faith or he will disinherit her forever! 
True to principle she refuses to make the sacrifice, and 
the bigotted father spurns her from his door, and 
leaves his estate to a dissipated nephew. Such is 
the effect of endless woe upon the domestic relations. 
What, then, must be the feeling of that family, the 
members of which can assent to the truth of the fol- 
lowing lines of poetry : — 

" Parents and children there shall part- 
Husbands and wives there shall part- 
Brothers and sisters there shall part — 
And part to meet no more." 

A belief in such a sentiment is enough to clothe the 
heavens in sackcloth, and drench the earth in tears ! 

ITS INCONSISTENCY. 

One objection to endless woe is, it embraces 
the following incongruities, to wit : 

I. It represents Deity as creating with a design to 
save the world of mankind, and, then, devised the 
plan of defeating his design by endowing man with 
free agency, in the exercise of which he foresaw his 
purpose would be defeated ! 
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II. It charges God with inflicting a punishment 
which he has never threatened. Christ says, •' The 
law came by Moses ; " hut where does Moses say "the 
penalty of this law is endless suffering? " Nowhere ! 
Then if God inflicts it, he inflicts a punishment that 
Adam and Eve knew nothing about, and that Moses 
nor any other prophet ever wrote anything about 

III. It charges God with annexing a penalty to his 
law that defeats its very design. The law requires 
universal obedience — supreme love to God and man. 
But if the penalty is endless woe, it places man beyond 
the pale of reformation. For if man is to be tor- 
tured endlessly, what opportunity can he have of ful- 
filling the Divine law ? None. And yet Christ says, 
" Not one jot or tittle of the law shall pass, till all 
shall be fulfilled." 

IV. It represents God as fixing a penalty to his law, 
and, then, devising a way of hindering its execution, 
thus screening the transgressor from his own penalty ! 
This is building up with one hand and pulling down 
with the other. 

V. It makes the advocates of this system occupy 
an antagonistic position to the Almighty. They as- 
sure us the penalty annexed to God's law is endless 
punishment — and that if justice is done us we must 
suffer to all eternity. Then, if we are saved, we shall be 
saved unjustly. If justice requires, we shall be end- 
lessly miserable, why are they opposed to the execu- 
tion of justice f It reminds one of the criminal, who 
went into the court-house, pale and trembling, when 
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Lis lawyer told him not to be alarmed, for " lie would 
eee that justice was done him/' " Ah/' said the 
criminal, " that's what lam afraid of" The believ- 
ers in endless woe are afraid that justice will be done 
them, so they have conjured up a plan of cheating 
justice of her dues. Fine business this. But God 
says, " There is no escape ; he that doeth wrong shall 
receive for the wrong he has done," Col. 3 : 25, 
" and he will by no means clear the guilty," Exo. 
34 : 7. Kemember God will punish each and every 
man for his sins — and this will be infflicted accord- 
ing to the strict principles of justice ! 

VI. It charges God with demanding two-fold satis- 
faction. First we are told that Christ has suffered 
the penalty of God'a law in our stead ; if so, why 
are mankind to suffer it also ? Does God require the 
debt to be paid twice? But where and when did 
Christ suffer endless misery ? If this is the penalty 
of God's law, Christ has never suffered it Besides, 
how can Christ suffer the penalty of a law that he 
has not violated? Can he feel the pangs of a 
guilty conscience unless sinful? Impossible. The 
Bible says, " If thou sinnest, thou alone must bear 
it" Does justice require that the innocent should 
suffer for the crimes of the guilty? The innocent 
may sympathize with, and suffer in behalf of the 
guilty, as Howard did for the degraded criminal, but 
ihey never can suffer the punishment of the guilty. 

Suppose here is a man, tried before the bar of jus- 
tice, and convicted of as many crimes as the pirate 
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Gibbs, and the judge should pronounce this sentence : 
4 * Select the most innocent, amiable and pore female 
in the land, and on a certain day erect a gallows on 
some high eminence, and let her be hung in the place 
of this criminal, and allow him to go unwhipt of jus- 
tice." Would not the community rise up in indigna- 
tion against such a judge and drive him from his 
bench ? Surely, if the penalty of God's law is end- 
less torment, let the transgressor alone suffer it. But 
if endless torture is a just and merciful penalty, what 
would you call an unjust and cruel penalty ? Answer 
this! 

ENDLESS WOE OPPOSED TO ALL THAT IS GOOD. 

Christ says, " A bad tree cannot bring forth good 
fruit." It is so with this system; it never could 
come from a good being. Can any one suppose "that 
Calvinism would originate with a mild, loving, affec- 
tionate being ? It is opposed to all the charitable in- 
stitutions of our land. The institutions of Odd Fel- 
lowship, Masonry, Sons of Temperance, are designed 
to afford relief to suffering humanity. So of all char- 
itable associations. But while these efforts are put 
forth to alleviate the distress of out fellow-men, God 
has determined to render our efforts abortive, by con- 
signing untold millions to never-ending pains, with 
all prospect of relief forever cut off. How does end- 
less misery accord with the spirit of our charitable 
institutions ! 

Again, good men devise measures for the suppres- 
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sion of vice and the promotion of virtue. But look 
at the example that God sets before the universe. 
He will perpetuate and immortalize the very evil that 
good men are seeking to remove! David prays, 
" Let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end." 
But no, this prayer can never be answered, for God 
has purposed in the room of " finishing sin," to take 
a large portion of the moral creation from the infant, 
And place them in the high school of endless rebellion ! 
If a distemper breaks out in the community, every 
precaution is taken to arrest its progress. But God 
will allow the leprosy of sin to taint the image of his 
children forever. Howard spent a fortune to improve 
the condition of the poor criminal ; but in the prison- 
house of hell, God will allow no philanthropic efforts 
to elevate a single soul in the scale of being. We 
jbave free schools to educate the masses, but in the 
future life, the immortal mind, susceptible of endless 
improvement, will be placed in an iron cast measure, 
and like the infant Chinese feet confined in steel shoes, 
it is destined to remain in a dwarfed and crippled 
state through eternity. The whole civilized world 
stands appalled with terror in view of the ruins of 
the old world, her palaces and temples ; but what is 
the ruin of a temple compared with the endless ruin 
<tf the moral creation ? 'Tis shocking ! 
■! The Legislature enact a law to suppress vice — 
but God enacts a law, and annexes a penalty to it 
which increases the very evil it seeks to destroy. The 
angels rejoiced more over one that repented, more 
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than ninety and nine who needed no repentance ; but 
now they look over the battlements, and heaT with 
perfect indifference the roar of that ocean, whose 
waves are liquid fire. How changed! When the 
compassionate Saviour was upon earth, he healed all 
manner of disease — wept at the grave of Lazarus, 
and sympathized with the unfortunate. But now, if 
endless misery is true, he has no more love foT the 
guilty — no tear for the distressed — no hand to 
stretch out to relieve the suffering. Alas! how 
changed the Lamb of God ! Such are the consequen- 
ces which the doctrine of endless misery involve. It 
never did, nor can it give birth to a single benevolent 
desire. It puts a drag chain to all improvement, and 
mocks the efforts of all charitable associations to 
ameliorate the condition of mankind. It says, "What 
are the momentary sufferings of men here compared 
to the endless sufferings in the world to come ? " It 
is at war with all that is good in heaven and on earth. 

OPPOSED TO THE GOSPEL. 

My next objection to endless punishment is, it is 
opposed to all the descriptions which are given of the 
gospel. The gospel means good tidings — great joy ; 
in this way the angels preached it to the shepherds. 
But is the doctrine of endless misery good tidings of 
great joy? Again, the gospel is called bread — 
" sweeter than honey and the honey comb." But is a 
belief in endless suffering sweeter than honey and the 
honey comb? Is it bread f Yes, the bread of sor- 
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rows. Again, the preaching of the gospel produced 
joy. But does the preaching of eternal torments pro- 
duce joy and rest ? No, it fills the mind with fearful 
apprehensions, renders some melancholy and others 
mad. Again, the Apostles say: "We which do be- 
lieve enter into rest" — and " believing we rejoice* 
always with joy unspeakable and full of glory." But 
can any one say, believing in endless suffering, we 
enter into rest, and rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory ? If so, their hearts must be harder 
than adamant. Again, Paul says: " Faith is the sub- 
stance of things hoped for." — Heb. 11: 1. But is 
the doctrine of endless misery the substance of things 
hoped for? You may believe it, but can you hope 
for it? you may sing it, but can you pray for it? 
i! 



CHAPTEK II. 

RENDERS EXISTENCE A CURSE. 

Another objection to endless punishment is, it 
makes the continuation of the present life an infinite 
curse to myriads of human beings. Man comes into 
this world a frail, finite creature — lives but a few 
years, and drops into the grave. Contemplate the 
sleeping millions beneath the sods of the valley ! 
Free from care, turmoil and pain, there they cease 
from trouble and are at rest. Can it be possible that 
a God of love will awake them from their peaceful 
slumber, on purpose to make them the victims of hope- 
less despair, and the companions of fiends and devils 
forever ? Is this a dictate of benevolence, to convert 
these inanimate clods of the valleys into monuments 
of sufferings? If God cannot improve and better 
their condition, will he raise them from the dead to 
make them forever miserable ? If they are not worth 
saving, are they worth raising ? And will God dis- 
turb the peaceful repose of uncounted millions to ani- 
mate them with endless misery ? Is this kind ? 

*' Oh grant, great God, at least, 
This one, this slender, almost no request; 
When 1 have wept a thousand lives away, 
When torment has grown weary of its prey, 
When I have raved ten thousand years in fire, 
Ten thousand thousand — let me then expire. " 



j 
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But no! the poor sufferer cannot endure pain 
enough, unless he is tormented to all eternity. If 
this is to be the doom of myriads of sensitive beings, 
how could Paul hope for the resurrection of all — even 
tJie unjust Why ! we could not hope for the resur- 
rection of a brute, if we believed it were to be end- 
lessly miserable. Could you hope or pray for the 
resurrection of a deceased friend, if you believed he 
were to agonize, and writhe in pains forever ? Go 
thou! poor, sorrow-stricken mourner, go to yonder 
grave-yard, and sit you down upon the cold sod, be- 
neath which is deposited the remains of one in whom 
all your affections centered; there in the land of 
graves with the monuments of death around you, an- 
swer me this single question : " "Would you not rather 
cherish the thought, although gloomy, that your dear 
friend is quietly sleeping beneath your feet than to 
believe he lives, but is suffering the inconceivable 
pains of an endless hell ? " God ! Christ, is 
this thy gospel ? Are these its balmy consolations with 
which to soothe, comfort and bind up the broken 
heart, and speak peace to souls distressed ? If so, 
may my ear be deaf that I cannot hear, and my mind 
dark that I cannot understand. The gospel comforts 
all that mourn, but the doctrine of endless woe, like 
the rattlesnake, infuses its deadly poison into the 
heart sad and crushed. 
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A USELESS EVIL. 

My next objection to endless punishment is, its in- 
fliction is a useless, fiendish, unmixed evil. Who is 
to he henefitted by endless suffering ? Surely not the 
sufferer ! Is God benefitted hy the infliction of end- 
less woe ? No one pretends it Will it benefit the 
saints to see bone of their bone, flesh of their flesh, 
suffering to all eternity ? Horrible ! Will the end- 
less punishment of some benefit angels ? Impossible : 
for they rejoice more over one that repents than ninety 
and nine that need no repentance. Accordingly, their 
cup of joy cannot be full until the last wanderer re- 
turns, and there is one fold and one shepherd. Well, 
endless misery will not benefit man, God, angels, or 
saints : how will it benefit Christ ? The thought is 
preposterous. For, if there are myriads of souls that 
are to endure an eternity of suffering, they are the 
souls that Christ loved and for whose redemption he 
entered our world — labored, toiled, bled and died on 
Calvary ! Surely it can do Christ no good to see the 
souls for whom he died, tossed on the billows of hell 
forever. Such a scene would fill heaven with sighs 
and tears. Endless misery, then, is a useless, fiend- 
ish, unmixed evil! 

ITS UNCERTAINTY. 

One great objection which I have to the doctrine of 
future punishment, is its uncertainty. The learned 
Judge, as he sits upon the bench, will tell you that 
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the certainty of punishment, more than its severity 
deters from crime ; but here, though we have severity 
threatened beyond measure, there is no certainty about 
it, for the vilest sinner may repent and cheat justice 
of its due. One man may kill another and get to 
heaven, while he sends to hell a far better man. The 
doctrine of the Bible is, that the rewards of the 
righteous, and the punishments of the wicked, are 
sure to both, and they will be properly proportioned 
to the good or evil done — justice, too, will be admin- 
istered in time, while on earth, for the plain declara- 
tion of Scripture is, that "the righteous and the wick- 
ed shall be recompensed in the earth." Proverbs, 
11: 31. 

The fact is, that rewards, placed in the dim vista 
of futurity, are too far off to exert a salutary influence 
on the world. Urge as much as you please future re- 
wards and punishments upon mankind, and human 
nature will remain the same, for you cannot change 
human nature by the creeds and commandments of 
men. Man is so constituted that he is governed by 
present motives, and surrounding influences. You 
cannot therefore bring the distant future #o bear upon 
his conduct — it is too remote. It is never attempted 
in the common concerns of life. The school teacher, 
for instance, never thinks of holding out to his pupils 
the hope of a distant reward, or the fear of a distant 
punishment, as motives to do right, for he knows full 
well that such would fail of their intended effect. 
Nothing is more injurious than the delay of justice, 
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either in the case of rewards or punishments. Hence 
quick as the lightning's flash follows the thunder's 
roar, should punishment follow on the heels of trans- 
gression, in order to render it efficacious. Hence our 
Lord says, " Behold I come quickly, and my reward 
is with me to give to every man according as his work 
shall be ; " and hence man is so constituted that if he 
acts right, he receives his reward, or if he acts wrong, 
ho receives his punishment, immediately, and there is 
no preventing this result in either case, for the right- 
eous man shall have his reward, and the wicked man 
must receive his punishment. There is no escape 
from justice. 

OF LICENTIOUS TENDENCY. 

There is a member of the limitarian church in this 
section, who says, "If it were not for the fear of hell, 
ho would take the life of his wife and children ! " 
How glad his wife and children ought to be that he 
believes in an endless hell, for if he did not, he, as 
" Veritas" says, " a wise man would give them prus- 
sic acid, or put a bullet through them." A model, 
loving husband he, who is only restrained from taking 
the life of his family, merely through the fear of hell. 
But there is another, a member of a church in this 
region, who says, " If he believed as Universalists do, 
he would wake up snakes ! " His neighbors are right 
glad that he believes in a hell, because it saves them 
the trouble of locking him up in their county jail. But 
there is a Methodist preacher, who said in a sermon, 
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"If he and his brethren believed in no eternal hell, 
they would steal all their neighbors' hogs." As pork 
is very high, they are glad that they believe in a helb 
as nothing else but its fear would keep them from steal- 
ing their best hogs ! ! But there is still another saint, 
who told his Universalist neighbor, " If he believed 
there was no hell after death, he would lie, cheat and 
steal the corn from his crib." But said his neighbor, 
" An honest man would not, and I hope hell will con- 
tinue a fence, and the devil a dog to keep you from 
stealing the corn out of my crib." Another saint 
says, " He would not take a man's testimony in a 
court of justice, who does not believe in endless dam- 
nation." According to this, he would not tell the 
truth from choice, or for truth's sake, but it must be 
jerked out of him through the fear of hell. Fine 
saints, who are restrained from murdering, lying, 
cheating, stealing, only through the fear of hell ! ! 
In heaven, their song will be, " glory be to the fear of 
hell, that has saved, and kept us from lying, steal- 
ing, murdering, for nothing short could have kept our 
depraved souls from ' waking up snakes.' " A Pres- 
byterian preacher said to Bev. B. Streeter, (a Univer- 
salist preacher) " that if he were a Universalist, and 
did not believe in endless misery, he would lie, sweaT, 
get drunk, and take his fill of sin." " God knows 
it," replied Br. Streeter, " and, therefore, he won't 
let you be a Universalist." Beader, comment is un- 
necessary. 



CHAPTER III. 

DESTRUCTIVE TO OUR PEACE. 

" How can I endure to see the destruction of my kindred ? " 

Esther. 

Various are the circumstances under which our 
kindred perish. Sometimes they are cut down by the 
red hand of war ; sometimes they perish on the deep ; 
sometimes by "the pestilence that walketh in darkness 
and wasteth atnoon day." Not long since a fire destroy- 
ed three children at Oswego, N. Y. When they 
were quietly reposing in the arms of sleep, at a late 
hour of the night, when angels were perhaps near 
them in their dreams, and the child nestled closely to 
its mother's bosom, and the bright stars and the pale 
moon were looking quietly down on them, suddenly 
there came a rush of flames, sending the little boy 
from his bed through the window, making the parents 
wild with excitement, and burning to a lifeless crisp 
three children. No wonder the mother is frantic, 
and the father in the deepest affliction. And — sin- 
gular coincidence! In not a distant part of our 
State, another scene transpired, on the same night, of 
the same character. Another house is in flames 
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where the parents and six children (the entire house- 
hold) shares the same fate. They are only startled 
from their sleep by the crackling of burning timbers, 
and the roar of flames, to perish in smoke and fire. 
Horrid ! Who can contemplate these facts unmoved ? 
Who does not sympathize with these sufferers ? All 
feel at once related to them. We may be entire 
strangers to the family ; we may never have heard of 
them before ; they may be of another color, another 
nation, of other politics or religion. We yield them 
our deepest sympathies for all that. We think of 
them in our hours of business ; their fate tinges with 
a shade of melancholy our pleasures ; we dream of 
them, and almost feel our own sinews shrink before 
the devouring element. 

The fate of these sufferers, however, and the gen- 
eral interest taken therein, lead us to a few reflec- 
tions. 

First, in regard to human nature. Does any one 
say that human beings are all selfishness — all cal- 
lous — that we are wholly depraved — that we are 
not disposed to feel for others' woes ? Let him re- 
view this position. Ten thousand facts rise up in 
judgment against it. Take men of all churches, and 
of no churches, and they sympathize with, and are 
ready to help, suffering humanity. 

Only a few years ago, a man found himself in a 
perilous situation below the Suspension Bridge, at 
Niagara Falls. Have you not read the account? 
How soon hundreds gathered on the bridge above 
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to see what could be done. Another large group 
gathered below. Ladders were tied together, and 
let over a precipice three hundred feet high, and 
men perilled their lives to go down this lad- 
der and help the poor stranger up. Those who 
never knew the man had the deepest sympathy for 
Mm, and toiled like good fellows to save him, and 
what is more, they succeeded. Such facts speak well 
for man. They tell us that there is a heavenly prin- 
ciple in him. 

Another consideration. If we are pained so sadly 
at the loss of people by fire in this world, how are 
we to contemplate unmoved (as we must, if the old 
systems of divinity be true) , the destruction of mil- 
lions in fire, in the world to come ? Those poor chil- 
dren who were burned to death some time ago, 
suffered but a few moments at most There was a 
rush of the flames, a gush of smoke to strangle them, 
and all was over. Yet old hard-faced men, and tender 
women are moved by the sad event. Their purses 
are open to build another house, and to feed and 
clothe the survivors. Indeed, the whole surface of 
a city is stirred as a field of wheat is moved by the 
wind. Yet some people expect to see, from heaven, 
the endless burning of their nearest friends, and still 
be happy. 
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THE SYSTEM DESPOTIC. 

The advocates of endless damnation are anxious to 
unite church with State — and then, having once 
gained the ascendency, the Spanish Inquisition re- 
erected, our heads would roll from our shoulders ! 
Under our Eepublican form of government, men are 
elected to fill important stations, regardless of their 
disbelief in the Trinity, or endless wo. Accordingly, 
it is doubted whether George Washington was a be- 
liever in endless misery ; there is no proof that he 
was. John Adams was our first minister Plenipoten- 
tiary to King James 1 Court. He was the second 
President of the United States. He 'was a Unitarian, 
and a disbeliever in the popular doctrine. Benjamin 
Franklin was a believer in the salvation of all men. 
John Quincy Adams was a Unitarian, Thos. Jeffer- 
son was a disbeliever in endless punishment! So 
were the majority of our revolutionary patriots. 
This alarms the advocates of endless woe. Hence, 
lihey take the ground that no man is fit for any office, 
unless he first subscribes to a long list of articles, 
called a church creed ! That the reader may see the 
horns of the animal, we will introduce an extract 
from the writings of Dr. Ely, the expoundeT of the 
Orthodox faith. In a Fourth of July sermon, de- 
livered in Philadelphia, he says : 

" In other words, our Presidents, Secretaries, Sena- 
tors, and other representatives in Congress, Govern- 
ors of States, Judges, Justices of the Peace, and City 
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Magistrates, are just as much bound as any persons, 
to be SOUND IN THE OKTHODOX FAITH." 

Here, then, he lets the cat out of the bag ! We 
have got him ! He tells us plainly that no man, 
however moral and virtuous his deportment, is fit for 
any office in the United States, excepting unless he 
is a believer in endless damnation ! And in order to 
help elect these believers in the devil and hell, he 
says all professors should attend the elections. Hear 
him : 

" 1 could wish to see every professing Christian in 
attendance on elections ; let him never give a vote, 
than to receive a treat for his suffrage ! " 

Here he tells us that on no consideration should 
we vote for only such as are Orthodox up to the hub ! 
But here this church and State man discloses his real 
design. His object is to fix a stigma upon all who 
refuse assent to the Orthodox creed. Hear him, ! 
ye who have heads to reason ! He says : 

" I propose, fellow-citizens, a new sort op union, 
or, if you please, (mark) A CHKISTIAN PAKTY 
IN POLITICS, which I am exceedingly anxious all 
good men should join : " i. e. all believers in endless 
damnation. 

Here the mule shows his ears. He designs to 
brand all with infamy, who dare refuse credence to 
his favorite dogma. ! Tempora ! Mores ! But 
hear him farther exhibit his bigotry : 

" All who profess to be Christians ought to agree to 
support no man as a candidate for any office who is 
not a believer, i. e. in the Orthodox faith." 



1 
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Here you have it in plain language : 

" The Presbyterians alone could bring into 
the field half a million of electors." * 

Now we will make this Keverend advocate of eternal 
suffering stand forth in his naked and true character. 
Hear him : 

" I am free to avow, I would prefer for my chie* 
Magistrate and Judge and Kuler, A SOUND PKES- 
BYTEKIAN." 

Well, this is pretty good ! ! And we are glad for 
the sake of heretics, they have not yet succeeded in 
uniting church and State, for just as sure as they were 
in the ascendency they would not only deny us our 
oath in a court of justice, but they would do as the 
British Parliament did in 1620, make it criminal for 
any man to dare call in question the cursed dogma of 
endless damnation. 

But let a greater man than Dr. Ely give his opin- 
ion of the advocates of this narrow contracted, heart- 
less, souless, Iron-Kod system of endless torture. I 
allude to Thomas Jefferson — the framer of the De- 
claration of Independence. Hear him, lovers of 
truth ! Speaking of the partialist clergy, in volume 
fourth, p. 358, of his works, Mr. Jefferson says : 

" Their ambition and tyranny would tolerate no 
rival, if they had the power. Systematical at grasp- 
ing an ascendency, they aim at engrossing the educa- 
tion of the country ; are hostile to every institution 
they do not direct ; are jealous at seeing others begin 
to attend at all to that object" 
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Again, on the same subject, speaking of the advo- 
cates of endless pain, he says : 

" They are the most intolerant, tyrannical, and am- 
bitious ; ready at the word of the Lawgiver, to put 
the torch to the pile, and to re-kindle in the virgin 
hemisphere, the Jlames in which their oracle, Calvin, 
consumed the poor Servetus, because he could not sub- 
scribe to the proposition of Calvin, that magistrates 
have a right to exterminate all heretics to tfie Calvinistic 
creed. They pant to re-establish by law that holy 
inquisition which they can only now infuse into pub- 
lic opinion." 

Such were the words Of Thomas Jefferson, who had 
an opportunity to notice and observe the awful effects 
with which the system of eternal torture is fraught. 
I write as to wise men, judge ye for yourselves. May 
God keep all bigots from controlling our government. 
And as to Dr. Ely's Christian political party, we should 
like to know where it it. Dr. Beecher has written a 
work of six hundred pages, " The Conflict of Ages," 
in which he has used all his skill to make the doc- 
trine of endless misery more palatable, by supposing 
man sinned in a pre-existent state, but all to no pur- 
pose. The system is diseased, it cannot be improved. 
It is too far gone. And the doctors combined may 
consult together as to the best method of infusing 
new life into it, and restoring it to health, but all 
their efforts will prove abortive. Its head and heart 
are so affected that it will die. And thank God, 
when it is dead and buried, there will be no 
mourners ! 



CHAPTER IV. 

A writer says: "We seldom speak of endless 
misery. All its connections, its origin, history and 
practical results, are, to say the least, unpleasant. 
All of its suggestions, with one exception, are obnox- 
ious. We refer to the anticipated time, when it will 
he excommunicated by every branch of the Christian 
Church." 

In the present article we feel disposed to ask an 
important qustion. It is this : Is endless misery be- 
lieved? 

We know that the form of words which our less 
civilized ancestors invented is still repeated in the 
churches. We know that scarcely a day passes, but 
the sinful are threatened, (perhaps by those as sinful 
as themselves,) with endless perdition, coupled with 
the merciful prayer, that the Father will save his 
erring children from deserved justice. 

We are not ignorant of the humiliating fact, that 
were it not for this phanthom, some few eloquent 
preachers in our own ranks could with difficulty 
sermonize, while its loss would silence numbers of our 
zealous laymen. But still, we ask, do the majority, 
aye, do any professing Christians actually believe in 
he doctrine ? 
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Bo not be in haste to answer the question. Button 
closely about you the coat of sectarianism, and if 
possible smother every generous and humane emotion 
of the " natural heart" Give all possible heed to 
the educational lessons of early childhood, and be- 
lieve every foul slander you have heard of Universal- 
ists and Universalism. Seat yourselves in the deep- 
est recesses of your church, and fortify yourself by 
every conceivable argument and scriptural quotation. 
After you have done all this, bring our question home 
to your hearts and your souls. 

But, before you reply, let the following considera- 
tions have their legitimate influence. 

L This doctrine is not taught by Nature, Not one 
of the sciences, while affording indisputable evidences 
of the Creator's existence, goodness and wisdom, give 
a remote hint of this justly celebrated, but terrible 
dogma Even poetical license will not permit us to 
torture the fiercest conflicts of the elements into em- 
blems of endless misery ; but nature, in all her regu- 
lar movements, brands as false every assertion of its 
truthfulness. She speaks of justice, and her laws 
produce misery, but both are limited. 

II. You cannot sing Endless Misery. This fiction, 
which is the infernal grandeur of worse fiends than 
even Milton or Pollock described, has no harmony 
with the voice of music. There appears to be much 
discord in this world. The earth is red with blood. 
The air is filled with sighs of sorrow. Man is crush- 
ed by iniquity. But a Christian faith, a comprc- 
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hensive view of divine government assures us that 
these sounds and their echoes, though so discordant to 
us, yet mingling with other and more beautiful strains, 
may rise up toward the throne in a song of triumphant 
praise. But still," endless misery cannot be sung. 
It neither benefits man nor glorifies God. There is 
no music in it 

III. You cannot pray for its truthfulness. You 
can pray for punishment, for the Father chastises 
his children in mercy. You should be grateful that 
Divine Justice places obstructions in your path when 
your feet are turned toward ruin, but human passion 
is not fierce enough to pray for the endless misery of 
a single soul. 

IV. You do not like to hear this doctrine preached- 
You are satisfied to hear it spoken of in general terms. 
You thank your minister for telling you that the good 
go to heaven when they die. Your sorrows are half 
assuaged when he convinces you that the dear depart- 
ed are thus happily conditioned in eternity. But let 
him reverse the picture, and but hint that one you 
knew in life is condemned, with no hope of pardon or 
reprieve, and you instantly rebuke him in your heart. 
You like to hear the glories of heaven described, but 
you are unwilling to hear of hell in such particular 
terms. This honors your heart, but not your head. 

V. The degree of pain indicated by the phrase, 
endless misery, must fill you with horror. Under the 
influence of humane impulses, you may contend " for 
the horrors of a guilty conscience," but if the Scrip- 
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tures teach the doctrine in question, you must not de- 
part from a true interpretation of the word. It may 
not be literal fire and brimstone, but if those passages 
with which your position is fortified teach endless 
misery, it must teach that it consists in the infliction 
of a degree of pain, equal to that produced by ap- 
plying fire to the living flesh. Nor should you for- 
get that this pain is to be felt, not for a period, but 
during eternity ! The thought is dreadful. 

YI. We ask permission to remind you of the num- 
ber involved in this terrific doom. You say " all who 
are without an interest in Christ." Reflect seriously 
on the signification of these words. Do not let the 
pleadings of the " natural heart " turn your mind 
from logical consequences. Let not the charitable 
sophistries of your religious teachers blind your better 
judgment. Be brave, manly, and consistent. Doom 
those who are doomed by your creed. Damn those 
who are damned by your church. Cherish no hope 
for those who cherish no hope for themselves. Do 
this, and in your thoughts heaven will want inhab- 
itants ! 

VII. Ask yourselves why this doctrine is not mwe 
clearly taught in the Bible? Other great religious 
truths are plainly revealed. Even jarring sectarists 
have no disputes respecting the Creator's existence, 
his perfections and attributes. The path of duty is 
so distinctly traced, that way-faring men, though fools 
need not err. But for thousands of years after the 
creation no hint is given of endless misery, and ac- 
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cording to commentators of your school, Christ did 
not refer to the subject more than ten times. Will 
you, can you, account for this, and much more of a 
similar character, on any rational grounds ? We are 
told that God created the beasts, insects and fishes. 
Are these things more important than the institution 
of infinite sufferings? Moses insists that the Jews 
shall not eat swine flesh, but why did he not speak of 
that dreadful doctrine which is of more importance 
than his whole code ? 

We have a brief record of the Apostles' labors and 
travels, together with reports of some of their speech- 
es, but you know endless misery is not taught in the 
" Acts." 

Why this marvellous silence, when one single line 
could have placed the doctrine on an immovable foun- 
dation ! 



CHAPTER V. 

ITS PERSECUTING SPIRIT. 

We copy the following from a Presbyterian paper, 
called the " True Witness" published in Jackson, 
Miss. The editor says : 

" We listened a few days since to a debate in the 
Senate, upon a bill introduced by the Senator from 

, allowing persons denying future rewards and 

punishments to testify in our courts of justice. We 
were utterly astonished at the jexhibition that was 
made, and the earnest efforts to incorporate into the 
laws of our State infidel sentiments — doing away 
with all religious obligation. We cannot believe that 
Mississippi is prepared to banish from her courts of 
justice all moral obligation. And yet in our Senate 
the vote on the bill was 15 to 16." 

Now look at the above. This pious editor is shocked 
that Universalists should ask for equal rights in a 
Republic like ours ! ! He is willing they should be 
taxed to support the government, but expresses aston- 
ishment that they dare ask that government to protect 
them in their civil rights. And why ? Simply be- 
cause they do not believe in his heathen hell. The 
Constitution of the United States guarantees to all, 
liberty of conscience, and the right to worship God, 
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according to the dictates of their judgment But the 
State of Mississippi undertakes to say that a man 
shall believe in endless damnation, otherwise he shall 
be disfranchised. What in God's name has Missis- 
sippi to do with our belief ? Belief is the result of 
evidence, and it is a thing, a sacred thing, that no 
combination of men ought to infringe upon. It is 
every man's privilege to enjoy his own religious and 
political opinions in America. And yet Mississippi 
disfranchises a class of Christians because of their 
honest belief. shame ! where is thy blush ! Only 
think of compelling a man by law to believe in a hell, 
on penalty of having his testimony set aside in our 
civil courts. According to the editor of the " True 
Witness," I might see an African negro violate the 
chastity of my wife or daughter, and I could not be 
allowed to testify against him, simply because I do 
not believe in eternal damnation. This self-conceited, 
bigoted editor, who believes that no man can tell the 
truth, unless it is jerked out of him through the fear 
of hell, may live long enough to erect a gallows, Ha- 
inan like, on which to hang himself. Yes, he may 
live to see the day when he will be glad to avail him- 
self even of the testimony of the persecuted Univer- 
salist. Instead, then, of expressing his holy horror, 
that Universalists should ask to be protected in their 
rights; he will express astonishment that they should 
be deprived of their judicial rights — simply because 
of their honest belief. We have lived long enough to 
learn that bigots are not all dead. If Washington, 



DOCTRINE OF ENDLESS PUNISHMENT. 41 

who appointed John Murray, a Universalian minister, 
to the office of chaplain in the army, knew that in 
our Kepublican government, there were a class of 
Christians proscribed, and their testimony denied in a 
court of justice, on account of their religion, such a 
fact would make the bones rattle in his coffin. In 
conclusion, may we ask the editor of the " True Wit- 
ness," how he knows that Universalists are infidels ? 
It seems that the fear of hell right before his eyes 
does not prevent him from misrepresenting the^ senti- 
ments of his neighbors. Again, he intimates that we 
are attempting to do away with all moral obligation 
to tell the truth. Is not a man under moral obliga- 
tion to speak the truth without believing in an endless 
hell ? cursed dogma of endless misery ! all the 
persecutions of earth originated in thy dark bosom. 
Bolts, bars forged for heretics — the Inquisition — 
the burning of innocent men and women — these are 
thy fruits. If we can judge a tree by its fruits, that 
of endless punishment is the most poisonous that ever 
grew. "Father, forgive them, they know not what 
they do." 



CHAPTER VI. 

CANNOT BE APPLIED IN THE HOUSE OF MOURNING. 

My next objection to endless punishment is, it ban- 
not be applied in the house of the afflicted. Now the 
gospel is a source of consolation, and comforts all who 
mourn. But the doctrine of endless woe fans up a 
flame of misery in the soul — pierces the heart with 
sorrow, and creates the most painful sensations in the 
bosom. What poison is to the body, a belief in end- 
less misery is to the soul. I once saw a mother whose 
only son — a noble young man, was lost upon the 
water. WHhout a moment's premonition he was swept 
to a watery grave. When the fact was announced to 
the widowed mother, how the tears ran down her fur- 
rowed cheeks. All efforts to comfort her proved un- 
availing, so long as she believed her son was writhing 
in pain. The dreadful idea of her son's suffering 
haunted her, by day and by night, anc|. she lived and 
died of a broken heart. How can this mother be 
happy in heaven in the belief that her son's miseries 
are to run parallel with eternity ? I know it is said 
the misery of the lost will be a source of happiness 
to the saints in heaven. But if this is the fact, why 
do not ministers, when called to the funeral of some 
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disobedient son, assure the parents, the brothers and 
sisters of the deceased, that they will enjoy unspeak- 
able happiness in heaven in witnessing the sufferings 
of their loved ones in hell. A writer observes he 
never knew but two instances where a preacher of 
endless woe dared preach his sentiments on a funeral 
occasion. " One of these was in perfect keeping with 
the doctrine. The person who died had lived a wicked 
man. And the minister like an honest man, said and 
believed he had gone to an endless hell. He pictured 
the torments of the lost one, described its intensity — 
its duration, and the hopeless condition in which he 
was at the moment. And what was the effect of this 
gospel sermon ? Why, so consoled were the mourn- 
ers, that the poor widow fainted, and the eldest daugh- 
ter was thrown into a fit, and the people of every 
sect were indignant !" Why I what wan the matter? 
The minister was honest ; he preached and made a 
personal application of the doctrine of endless misery 
in the house of mourning. If the tortures of th e 
damned are to be one consolation to the saints, why 
not dwell upon this delightful theme in the house of 
mourning? Why keep back such words of comfort 
to the sorrowing? Ah ! if the heart crushing dogma 
of endless suffering were preached and applied in the 
house of mourning, its advocates would be called mis- 
erable comforters. 
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OPPOSED TO THE PRAYERS OF SAINTS. 

My next objection to endless punishment is, it is in 
opposition to the prayers of saints. It is so abhorrent 
and revolting to all the finer feelings of the soul, that 
no man can pray for its truth. Why is this ? Ah ! 
because God makes the heart, and man makes the 
creed. And hence there is no affinity between the 
moral nature and endles§. woe. But if to punish a 
frail being to all eternity is a just, righteous, 
equitable, merciful punishment, why not pray for it ? 
I repeat, if endless misery is just and according to 
our sins, why not pray for it ? The prophets pray 
that men may be punished justly — according to their 
works. But ministers pray — " Lord if thou hadst 
dealt with us according to the strict principles of 
justice, then we should have been wailing in eternal 
perdition." Then God is not a just being. That's 
all. Now David prays: "Give them according to 
their deeds, and according to their wickedness — give 
them the work of their hands, render to them their 
desert." Ps. 28 : 4. But if a man, believing that 
endless punishment is according to our sins, and 
should pray that a portion of the human race may 
suffer to all eternity, he would be deemed insane. No 
man then can pray for the truth of endless misery, 
because it is not according to our sins — unjust, un- 
merciful, shocking to the feelings, and altogether dis- 
proportionate to the sins of a finite creature ! 
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MAKES THE DEATH OF CHRIST USELESS. 

My next objection to endless punishment is, it 
makes the death of Christ vain, and his mission null 
and void. Christ died for all. And yet God foresaw 
that myriads of human "beings would be endlessly 
miserable, and Christ's death vain, and his mission to 
save all, a failure. Seeing this, why did Christ die 
for all — make a universal atonement, when he fore- 
knew it Would be of no avail ? According to the 
doctrine of endless woe, Christ is like the manin the 
Parable, who commenced a work, but was not able to 
finish. He did not sit down and count the cost, nor 
provide for emergencies. He entered our world, 
labored, toiled, suffered, bled and died to save the 
whole human family, but alas, he will not succeed, he 
cannot finish the work which he commenced, the ob- 
stacles in the way are so great, that he will be foiled, 
defeated, disappointed. And God foresaw all this 
when Christ engaged in the work of saving the world. 
The doctrine of endless misery actually disgraces 
Christ in the sight of angels and men ! representing 
him as undertaking an enterprise, which he cannot 
complete. 

OPPOSED TO DIVINE GOODNESS. 

*My next objection to endless woe, is, it is opposed to 
Divine Goodness. The Bible asserts " God is love " 
and " good to all, and his tender mercies are over all 
his works." But allow me to ask, if there is any 
love in punishing a frail being, whom God created 
totally depraved, to all eternity for the sins of a brief 
3 
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life ? Allow me to ask, if there is any goodness in 
creating human beings on purpose to torture them 
through eternity — or in creating them foreseeing they 
would be endlessly miserable ? Allow me to ask, if 
it is rendering good for evil to create a human being 
with a nature averse to alligoodness, so that he can- 
not perform what God foresaw was an impossibility, 
to punish him through eternity ? Is this goodness ? 
If so, what is cruelty ? If the infliction of endless 
punishment, is just and merciful, pray what would be 
an unjust and cruel punishment ? The conclusion is, 
endless misery is irreconcilable with divine goodness. 
A being of infinite goodness, cannot punish the ob- 
jects of his love unmercifully, for " God is love," 
and "love worketh no ill to his neighbor.' ' 

TEACHES SIN HAD ITS ORIGIN IN HEAVEN 

My next objection to endless woe, is, it represents 
sin as originating in Heaven. It teaches a holy, spot- 
less angel, whom God created, with pride rankling in 
his bosom, was anxious to reign among the hosts 
above. Emboldened by his superiority, he induced a 
third part of the heavenly hosts to rebel, and fight 
under his banner. After a hard fought battle in 
Heaven, and making such havoc there, God cast this 
fallen angel in to the garden of Eden to seduce our 
first parents, like a father driving a wolf out of his 
house into the garden where two of his children are at 
play. According to this, sin came from Heaven — 
that "holy, happy place." It originated among the 
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angels, of God. This answers the vexed question, 
" Prom when cometh evil ?" It came from Heaven. 
If this is correct, Paul instead of saying, " By one 
man sin entered the world," he should have said, 
*' By a holy angel rebelling in Heaven, sin entered our 
world." If there was a rebellion once among the 
angels, there may be again ; and finally the whole 
hosts of Heaven may fall to devouring each other, and 
depopulate the place. We have never seen an opinion 
expressed as to the mode of angelic spirits conducting 
their warfare — whether it was a pitched battle, or 
otherwise, or whether they fought with swords, dirks, 
pistols, or Bowie-knives, &c. Milton in his description 
of this hard fought battle, does not give us all the 
particulars. 

A THREE-FOLD DISAPPOINTMENT. 

My next objection to endless punishment is, it re- 
presents God as having met with a three-fold disap- 
pointment. First, he created the heavenly hosts on 
the supposition that they would not rebel and war 
with each other ; but contrary to his expectation they 
made such a disturbance in Heaven, he was obliged to 
expel every rebel. This was his first and great dis- 
appointment. He then created man holy and upright, 
on the supposition that he would not sin ; but con- 
trary to his expectation, Adam sinned, and all his 
posterity. This was his second disappointment, and 
it grieved him to the heart.. He then sends his Son 
to destroy the devil,, and restore the whole human 
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family to their former state. But contrary to his ex- 
pectation he will do neither. The devil instead of 
being destroyed, will reign in his kingdom through 
endless ages — aye, he will defeat God and Christ in 
their purpose to save the world, and wrest from the 
hand of Jesus at the very threshold of eternity count- 
less millions, and torture them through eternity with 
" darts of immortal pain dipped in the blood of 
damned souls." This third disappointment will be 
the sorest to G-od — for Adam Clarke says, " God 
never made a soul for endless damnation." Hence if 
the doctrine of endless misery is true, God has met 
with a three-fold disappointment. God disappointed, 
Christ dishonored, and the devil conquerer at last, 
reigning over a kingdom of immortal souls, for whose 
redemption Jesus spilt his precious blood. Believe 
this who can ! 

MAKES MAN BETTER THAN HIS CREATOR. 

My next objection to endless punishment is, it 
makes man better than his Creator. What person 
possessing the least spark of goodness would create a 
human being out of lifeless, inorganic matter, on pur- 
pose to render its existence a curse ? What person 
would even create a human being foreseeing it would 
be endlessly miserable ? And yet we are told God 
has done this. What man iB there that would punish 
even his worst enemy to all eternity ? And yet we 
axe told God will ! What father is there that would 
punish his child for the sake of gratifying revenge ? 
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And yet we are told God will inflict upon the creatures 
he has made an interminable punishment, which can 
never benefit the sufferer, and while listening to the 
shrieks of his offspring will rejoice for ever. I am 
sure no earthly parent could do this. Every father 
will take care and provide for his children to the best 
of his ability. The following incident which occurred 
in the infancy of our country will illustrate the 
strength of parental affection. In the town of Haver- 
hill, Mass., (the place of the writer's nativity,) a Mr. 
Bustan was at work in his field, when he saw a party 
of Indians coming toward his house to massacre his 
wife and children. Knowing their imminent danger, 
he ran to his house with all possible speed to rescue 
them from the jaws of destruction. When he arrived 
at his house, he found the party of Indians rapidly 
approaching. He thought at first he would seize the 
Ghild he loved best, and run for life. But when he 
looked upon all his loved ones, for the purpose of 
making a selection, he could not choose, they were all 
his children, equally dear to him, and he resolved to 
save the whole or die with them. True to the feel- 
ings of a father, he used all his exertion to save his 
children from the youngest to the oldest, and success 
crowned his well directed efforts ! And yet we are 
told God created unborn millions for the devil, and 
will permit him to make play things of them, and 
inflict upon them the most excruciating sufferings for 
the gratification of his revenge. I ask then, if the 
cruel doctrine of endless woe does not make man 
better than his Creator ? , 
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THE SYSTEM CONTRADICTORY. 

My next objection to endless punishment is, the 
arguments, adduced in its support are confused and 
contradictory. The Calvinist defends the system of 
endless woe, on the ground, that God by a decree, .pre- 
determined the fate of countless millions before they 
were born. The Arminian suspends the weal or woe 
of the world, upon the works of a finite creature. 
Another class contend for endless misery, on the 
ground that men will continue sinning through eter- 
nity, and thus " eternal punishment will tread upon 
the heels of eternal transgression." But it is left to 
the distinguished Dr. Beecher, to defend the system 
of endless punishment on an entirely different ground. 
He repudiates the notion that GS-od created man 
totally depraved, and will punish him through eternity 
for the sins of this brief life. So he endeavors to 
re-adjust the principles of this diseased system, on 
the ground that we all had a pre-existent state. He 
contends that this life here is not man's first state 
but that he had an existence prior to this, and in that 
pre-existent state he was endowed with super-human, 
angelic powers, and there be sinned and fell — and 
that God has given us this world as a second proba- 
tionary state, with a view to re-instate ourselves, and 
procure the favor of offended Heaven. He argues 
that if we do not restore ourselves to our first estate, 
that we shall be punished to all eternity, not only for 
sins committed here, but for sins committed before we 
were born. We have no remembrance of existing 
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before our birth, and what is more unjust than to 
punish us for sins of which we have no remembrance 
of committing ? Still Dr. Beecher contends that his 
ground is the only tenable one on which the doctrine 
of endles3 punishment can be successfully maintained. 
Another class of persons, shocked at the idea, that a 
God of goodness, should create countless millions, 
foreseeing, and foreknowing that they would be end- 
lessly miserable — , have gone so far as to deny God's 
foreknowledge, Dr. Clarke favors this view. He 
thinks it is left discretionary with God, to fore- 
know, or not to foreknow all things. Some things he 
may foreknow, and others he may not. But unless 
God foreknows absolutely all things, how can he de- 
termine what things he will foreknow, and what things 
to remain ignorant of? The same diversity of 
opinion prevails in regard to the nature of punish- 
ment. Some think it will consist in shutting up the 
sinner in a literal prison — others in burning him in 
a literal fire of brimstone — others suppose it will 
consist in banishment from God — others in mental 
anguish, &c. Some think God will employ his wis- 
dom in devising the most fiendish methods with which 
to torture the human race ; others believe this will be 
the work of the devil. Thus it appears the evidences 
by which the advocates of endless woe, endeavor to 
sustain this system, are confused and contradictory. 
Their arguments, like nine-pins, knock each other 
dawn. What one regards, as the proper ground on 
which to defend endless woe, another rejects as un- 
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untenable — a course of argumentation which one 
declares logical, another ridicules as absurd, and 
illogical. Their opinions, as to the best method of de- 
fending endless punishment, are as numerous as were 
the inhabitants of Noah's ark. If John Calvin were 
to rise from the dead, his keen eye would flash fire to 
see his degenerate sons discarding " election," " repro- 
bation," " infant damnation," &c., and attempting to 
defend endless woe, on the denial of God's foreknow- 
ledge, and on the supposition that man sinned before 
he was born, in a pre-existent state. One cannot 
notice the various grounds on which the advocates of 
endless misery attempt to sustain the doctrine in 
question, and their contradictions, without being re- 
minded of Babel, and the confusion of tongues, as 
described by Bu Bartas, a French poet: 

"Bring me " says one " a trowel ! quickly, quick. 
One brings him a hammer, ' Hew this brick,' 
Another bids, and then they cleave a tree. 
* Make fast this rope,' and then they let it flee. 
One calls for planks, another mortar lacks — 
They bare the first a stone, the last an axe. 
One would have spikes, and him a spade they give, 
Another lacks a saw, and gets a sieve. 
Thus crossly crost, they prate and point in vain, 
What one has made, another mars again." 

This confusion and contradiction not only shows 
the falsity of endless punishment, but affords suffi- 
cient reason for doubting whether there is any tena- 
ble ground on which the system can be maintained. 



CHAPTEE VII. 



IT DEGRADES GOD. 



Aye, does it not make God less merciful than the 
brute ? Why ! the very vulture will line the nest of 
her young with the softest down — protect them by 
day and night, and defend them from every foe. The 
pelican will tear open her breast and pour out her life 
blood to feed her nestlings ; and yet if endless misery 
is true, God has not as much affection for his offspring 
as the brute has for her young. Is it possible that in 
this age of light, men will contend that a God of love 
would confer an unasked existence upon countless 
millions, and then for the commission of a few sins, 
which he foresaw these creatures would commit, inflict 
upon them an eternity of torture — during which time 
he will exult with fiendish delight over their suffer- 
ings ? Aye, we are told that they will agonize and 
beg God to convert them into a toad, or a snake, or 
strike them out of existence, and yet, strange to say, 
he will not grant them the favor of falling into anni- 
hilation, but will protract their existence through ages 
ad infinitum, until they have worn out the sun, moon, 
and stars by their doleful groans. 



54 DOCTRINE 09 ENDLESS PUNISHMENT. 

Hear Drexelius describe the sufferings of the 
damned. He says : " If all the severest and most 
barbarous tortures which were ever invented by the 
tyrants of earth, who by anxious thoughts and hellish 
contrivances, improved, refined by the art of cruelty, 
and brought to perfection : if these, I say, were to be 
heaped upon the head of one man, and he was to en- 
dure them for a hundred years, yet they would not 
compare with the pains of the damned for one day." 
And yet we are told that a Father, is to inflict this 
amount of torture upon uncounted millions of his off- 
spring, not for a day, not for a year, nor an age, but 
through a never ending eternity. And this is the 
character which endless misery ascribes to the God 
of the Universe. shame, everlasting shame, where 
is thy blush ! I do not wonder an Atheist writer 
says : " If all the cruelties of earth were combined 
in one demon, he would be a lovely being compared 
with such a God as the doctrine of endless misery 
sets forth ! " My God, my God, how long shall thy 
amiable character be traduced by the dogma of endless 
damnation. Man with but a spark of goodness would 
save all men if he had the power, but God, a bound- 
less ocean of love, can save all, but will not O 
Father, flash the light of thy truth upon minds be- 
nighted, and forgive the errors of thy children ! 
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IRRECONCILABLE WITH HUMAN FEELINGS. 

My next objection to endless punishment is, it is 
irreconcileable with our sympathetic nature. We all 
have hearts full of the milk of kindness, that bleed 
at every pore at the sight of human misery. " We 
rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those 
who weep." How was it when a poor foreigner was 
hanging to a snag on the verge of the Niagara Falls ? 
Why, the telegraph announced the thrilling fact to 
every State in the Union, they run an express train of 
cars to Buffalo to procure a boat to rescue him from 
the jaws of destruction. In the meantime, they 
raised before this poor man a large placard, on which 
was inscribed, in large capital letters, il We will 
save you." But, alas, it was in vain — their well 
meant efforts to save him proved unavailing. His 
strength was fast wasting, and when the waves obliged 
him to let go his hold, and he plunged over the falls, 
women upon the banks of the river, praying for his 
deliverance, fell into a swoon ! If we cannot look 
upon this scene without shedding the tear of sorrow, 
how can we contemplate the undying agonies of near 
friends and not weep tears of blood ? Take another 
incident In the year 1836, the prison at Auburn, 
New York, was discovered at the hour of midnight, to 
be wrapped in flames. Within those walls were two 
hundred prisoners ; and as the fire increased, it was 
perceived they must be released or be burnt to cin- 
ders. The citizens flew to the relief of the convicts ; 
and among those who were present were the students 
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and professors of the orthodox college of the place. 
Forgetting their creeds, they shouted to the top of 
their voice, "Let out the prisoners — let out the prison- 
ersf" and the cry was echoed, and re-echoed, till 
every convict was released. And yet these very men 
preach that they shall look over the battlements of 
heaven, and see uncounted millions confined in an 
endless prison, and hear them roaring and shrieking 
in pain to all eternity, and yet sing hallelujahs to 
their damnation. But unless they become demons, 
methinks they will again raise the cry — "Let out the 
prisoners" for talk not of happiness in heaven, if pa- 
rents are to see their children burning in unquencha- 
ble flames. 

AT VARIANCE WITH THE TEACHINGS OF REASON. 

My next objection to endless punishment is, it is at 
variance with the teachings of reason. The notion 
that a Being of infinite wisdom and goodness should 
create of lifeless dust unborn millions, foreseeing they 
would be everlastingly miserable, shocks reason. Dr. 
Barnes says : " I see not one ray of light to disclose 
to me the reason why man should suffer to all eter- 
nity." And then, to think of the number of the 
lost — to remember that there are on this earth eight 
hundred millions of human beings, and that a vast 
majority of these are to be consigned to an endless 
hell, to weep and groan, unpitied and unrelieved, 
while ceaseless ages shall roll, and when they have 
suffered as many ages as there are sands upon the sea- 
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shore, stars in the heaven, leaves on the trees, their 
sufferings are no nearer an end — I say it is shocking 
to reason. In fact, the horrid thought of endless woe 
violates all our conceptions of justice, shocks the feel- 
ings of the heart, and drives reason from her throne. 
Unsophisticated reason will forever give the lie to the 
doctrine of endless misery. "What ! man to he tor- 
mented through all eternity for the sins of this hricf 
life ! What ! man to he punished with infinite woe 
for his finite crimes ! What ! a Father take the souls 
he has made and plunge them into eternal torture ! 
What ! God command us to love our enemies, and 
render good for evil, and yet render an endless evil 
for the sins of thirty short years ! What ! punish 
one sin just as long as you would five thousand ! 
What ! inflict the same torture upon the youth of ten, 
that you would upon the hardened pirate ! Horrid ! 
unreasonable ! Endless punishment is so inconsistent, 
that there is not a sane man in the world that be- 
lieves it for himself ! There is not a mother that 
believes that an endless hell is made for one of her 
children. It is made for her neighbors , but not for 
her's. A young man committed suicide, and although 
his parents were members of the church and believers 
in endless woe, yet, they had no faith that he had 
gone to hell. No, for they inscribed upon his tomb- 
stone the following inscription: "As in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive." 1 Cor. 
15 : 22. Thus it is, when parents believing in end- 
less suffering lose their disobedient children, how glad 
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they are to avail themselves of the consolations of 
Universalism. Thank. God, there is something that 
can comfort their poor bleeding hearts. 

''There is an hour of peaceful rest 
To mourning wand 'rers given; 
There is a joy for souls distressed — 
A balm for every wounded breast — 
'Tie found alone in heaven." 

But this balm is not found in endless punishment. 



CHAPTEB VIII. 

AT WAR WITH THE WORKS OF NATURE. 

My next objection to the doctrine of endless misery 
is, it is at variance with all the teachings and works 
of nature. God's book of Nature lies before us, and 
upon every ample page, the doctrine of endless woe is 
contradicted. Every animal — every insect that lives, 
contradict it, for they all show tenderness for their 
young. The golden sun that rises from the chambers 
of the East, in all his journey through the skies, dis- 
pensing light and heat to all, proclaiming God's im- 
partial goodness to all, — this bright luminary of day 
contradicts the cruel system of endless misery. The 
sun has never been known to rise in the night to shine 
upon a few favorites, but over all the earth, and upon 
all the creatures God has made, he scatters his bless- 
ings impartially, and with a liberal hand. The silver 
moon, pale empress of the night, as she walks forth in 
her majesty upon a sleeping world, and guides the 
traveller on his way, contradicts the doctrine of end- 
less misery. The stars that sparkle in the firmament 
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on high — those golden lamps of heaven, deny the 
system of endless suffering. Every living thing that 
moves, from the meanest insect up to the highest arch- 
angel, every inanimate thing — the earth — the air — 
the falling shower — the gentle dew — the limpid stream 
— the boundless ocean — all, aU the works of creation 
contradict the doctrine of unending torments. The 
voice of nature that speaks through the mother's 
heart, when she clasps her babe to her bosom, con- 
demns the doctrine of endless woe, as unjust and 
cruel. "Can a mother," asks God, "forget her child ?" 
And yet, if the doctrine of endless torture be true, 
God can forget countless millions of his own offspring, 
and exult in view of their unending wretchedness. 

MAKES GOD A CHANGEABLE BEING. 

My next objection to endless punishment is, it makes 
God changeable. In this life, God is good to all ; 
but there he will withdraw his goodness from some 
of his creatures forever. In this world, he loves even 
his enemies, but there he will hate them to all eter- 
nity. And yet we read, "whom he loves once, he 
loves to the end." Here he 'showers down upon them 
unnumbered blessings, but there he will pour out the 
vials of his wrath upon them through endlesd ages. 
Here he renders good for evil, but there he will ren- 
der evil for evil. Here he punishes in mercy, with a 
view to reform — there he punishes in revenge to crush 
and injure the souls he has made. Here he gives the 
creatures he has made power to reform — there he strips 
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them of it forever, and although they may beg for an 
opportunity to become obedient, yet God will refuse 
it. Herb God hears the cry of distress — there he turns 
a deaf ear to it. Here his bowels of compassion are 
ever open — there they are closed forever. Here he 
opens the door of mercy — there he closes it forever. 
Here he " opens his hand, and satisfies the desire of 
every living thing" — there uncounted millions will 
yearn, and cry for relief, but God will not grant it. 
Here he wills the salvation of his children — there he 
wills their damnation. Here he pities and weeps over 
the frailties of his offspring — there he will laugh and 
rejoice over their sufferings forever. And yet the 
Bible asserts, God is immutable, unchangeable, " the 
same yesterday, to-day and forever." 

IT ENGENDERS SELFISHNESS. 

The following notice of a lecture in one of our evan- 
gelical churches in Columbus, Miss., appeared in the 
secular papers of that place : 

"HeU a blessing to the Universe: or, the Future 
Punishment of the Wicked necessary in the Divine 
Economy, and consequently productive of the greatest 
amount of Happiness." 

Wonder if this Eeverend Divine believes that the 
good of the Universe requires that he shall suffer end- 
less torments. no I not he — but the good of the 
Universe requires that somebody shall suffer forever. 
Would he consent to have his father — his mother — 
his wife — his children, suffer to all eternity, for the 
4 
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good of the Universe ? not he ! this is coming too 
near home ! He probably believes that hell is made 
for his dear neighbors, and that they must suffer to all 
eternity for the good of the Universe! Charitable 
man ! But if he loved his neighbors as himself, how 
could he believe that the good of the Universe re- 
quires their endless suffering? This shows the sys- 
tem of endless misery accords with the ejiiit of sel- 
fishness and hatred. As one says, " it builds heaven 
on pride, and hell on spite." It teaches that the in- 
habitants of heaven cannot be happy unless some are 
to be miserable through the ceaseless ages of eternity. 
The good of the Universe requires it. Hence, Ed 
wards says : " The sight of endless hell torments will 
exalt the happiness of the saints forever." What 
saints ! who are to rejoice in view of the interminable 
wretchedness of countless millions ! 

But there is another consideration. If the good of 
the Universe requires that some shall be miserable 
forever, of course we should pray for it. Only think 
of a saint praying that the very persons for whom 
Christ died to save, may be as miserable as an Infi- 
nite God can make them. All the demons on earth 
could not pray for the truth of endless punishment. 
And God forgive the man that can say, " the good of 
the Universe requires that some be endlessly miser- 
able." 



CHAPTEE IX. 

A TISSUE OF SOLECISMS. 

My next objection to endless punishment is, it is a 
tissue of solecisms. Lord Bacon, speaking of the 
believer in this system, says: " He believes what is 
repugnant to reason, believes three to be one, and one 
to be three — a son to be equal, and old as his father 
— a virgin to be the mother of her son, and that 
very son of hers to be her maker — he believes him 
to be a weak child, carried in arms, and yet God 
Almighty — he believes he once died, and yet he 
only hath immortality — he believes God was angry, 
and died on the cross to appease his wrath. Besides, 
he believes that flesh and blood .cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God, and yet that he shall go to heaven 
both soul and body. He believes God will never 
damn him, but somebody else. He believes that be- 
forehand God purposes what shall be, and that noth- 
ing can alter his purpose, and yet prays God will do 
thus and so. He prays for that which he believes he 
never will obtain," (viz., he prays for the salvation of 
all — an event which he argues is impossible, and 
will never take place ; thus he prays for one thing, and 
believes another.) 

In addition to these contradictions, involved by a 
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belief in endless misery, I present the following : 
He believes that if justice were done him, he would 
have been consigned to hell long ago, and yet holds 
God as a being of strict justice. He believes Christ 
suffered the penalty of the law in his own person, and 
yet mankind must suffer it likewise. He believes 
that God never made a single soul for perdition, and 
yet created an endless hell, in which to torment men, 
before the world began, He believes man's chief end 
is to serve God and enjoy him forever, and yet man 
will not attain to this end. He believes God wills 
the salvation of all, and it is possible for all to be 
saved ; and yet before creation he foresaw and fore- 
knew that countless millions would be endlessly mis- 
erable. He believes God designed the salvation of 
all, and yet God gave his creature an agency, in the 
exercise of which he foresaw his own design would be 
defeated. He believes man is a free agent, and yet 
totally depraved ! He believes God will punish and 
reward every man according to his sins ; and yet the 
righteous will never be punished for one of their sins,, 
nor the wicked ever rewarded for one of their good 
deeds. While one man may live a strictly moral, 
upright, Christian life, and die in the commission of 
one sin for which he will suffer to all eternity. 
Another may spend a whole life in wretchedness, riot 
in sin all his days — lie — cheat, steal, rob, aye, 
murder, and then, even standing on the gallows, he 
can repent, and be swung from the scaffold into Hea- 
ven. This is called punishing men according to their 
works I 
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No system ever advocated presents such a tissue of 
contradictions as that of endless punishment. 

THE SYSTEM ANTI-REPUBLICAN. 

Read the following article on the recent decision, 
setting aside the testimony of Universalists in the 
State of North Carolina. See what the believers in 
endless damnation would do if they had the power. 
Calvin-like, they would burn us over a pile of green 
wood for heresy. And then, they would not be half 
so cruel as the God they worship, whom we are told 
created uncounted millions, foreseeing they would be 
endlessly miserable. Oh, the horrid abominations! 
the cruel deeds a belief in eternal hell torments has 
urged men to commit. Heavy bolts — massive bars 
— the Inquisition — the faggot — the flame — these 
are thy fruits ! ! cursed dogma of endless misery ! 
Forty millions hast thou put to death since the days of 
Christ, for no crime except an honest difference of 
opinion. But to the article below. Eead it carefully. 

Certain of the judges of the South have undertaken 
to proscribe Universalists, by refusing to them the 
power to make oath. A certain Judge Manly (quite a 
misnomer) has lent his influence to this form of pro- 
scription. He would be laughed at were he to go to 
Massachusetts. Even our Judges who are members of 
partialist churches, would not think of setting up the 
principle that a man cannot tell the truth who does 
not believe in future punishment Hypocrites and 
liars are the very people who hope to escape all pun- 
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ishiuent in- this life. "Where will we find more unreli- 
able men than some of those who hold to future 
retribution ? Their consciences are elastic, and their 
tongues are slippery. A writer in the "American 
Advocate," published in North Carolina, says : 

44 Tell it not in Gath ! Publish it not in the streets 
of Askelon ! lest the daughters of the uncircnmcised 
rejoice ! In the nineteentlwjentury, in the * Golden 
Age ' of religious freedom and liberality, a Judge, sit^ 
ting on the Bench of a Supreme Court of the respect- 
able State of North Carolina, has decided that no man 
who does not believe in * hell fire ' is a competent wit- 
ness in our courts of justice. Thus laying out a prin- 
ciple fit only for the dark ages, that no man would be 
deterred from the crime of perjury unless restrained 
by the fear of punishment beyond the grave, no mat- 
ter what may be the purity of * his character, his 
attainment or position in society. According to this 
decision, the immortal Dr. Benjamin Franklin, the be- 
nevolent Dr. Benjamin Kush, patriots of * the Bevolu- 
tion,' and signers of the Declaration of Independence, * 
nay, the illustrious 'author' of that * Declaration/ 
Thomas Jefferson, were they now living, would be in- 
competent to give evidence in the courts of North 
Carolina. The gallant Gen. Green, who defended the 
soil of our State from British aggression, who led our 
troops at Guilford Court House, and laid the plan by 
which Cornwallis was eventually captured at York- 
town, would be told to * stand aside/ And John Mur- 
ray, the first man who preached Universal salvation in 
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the United States, who was appointed a chaplain in the 
Continental army by the Father of his Country, George 
Washington, and who daily offered up prayers to the 

'ever living God for the success of our arms, would be 
treated as a slave, and placed upon a footing with the 
felon who has been branded with the letter M., for the 
slaughter of a follow-being. Hereafter, let it not be 
said that we have no ' established religion ' in North 
Carolina. This decision has told the freemen of North 

Carolina what religious doctrines they shall not enter- 
tain. It remains only for some Spiritual Court to be 
created to tell them what they shall believe." 

CHARGES GOD WITH CRUELTY. 

I object to this system because it charges God with 
infinite cruelty — creating unborn millions, foreseeing 
and foreknowing they would be losers by their exist- 
ence. Suppose a father were to take his child to a 
bridge, beneath which there runs a mighty river. Over 
this bridge he tells his son he must pass ; and yet, he 
foresees and foreknows that when he steps upon a cer- 
tain defective plank, it will break in two like a pipe 
stem, and the boy will sink beneath the waves to rise 
no more. Under these circumstances, what claim has 
this father upon the love of his child? But, accord- 
ing to the doctrine of endless woe, God has ushered into 
existence millions upon millions, foreseeirfg and fore- 
knowing that they would be endlessly miserable. Can 
such a being command the love or respect of those 
whose existence God foresaw would prove an endless 
curse ! 
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VIOLATES JUSTICE. 



I object to the system of endless punishment be- 
cause it violates all our conceptions of justice. The 
average of man's life is about thirty years from the 
cradle to the grave. Now, to say nothing of what 
good he may perform, who can believe he commits a 
sufficient amount of sin for which he should suffer 
through a never-ending eternity ? "What proportion isL 
there between an endless punishment and the sins of 
this insect life ? And if the punishment is absolutely 
without end, when can it be said the sinner has been 
punished according to his sins? Why! when the 
sinner has been in suffering as many years as there are 
sands upon the sea shore — stars in the heavens — 
leaves upon the trees — he will be no nearer receiving 
his punishment. Besides, the Bible teaches that God 
will reward every good deed as well as punish every 
sinful act. And if it takes one eternity to punish our 
sins, will it not take another to reward us for good 
deeds ? Surely, if our sins are deserving of endless 
punishment, our good works are deserving of an end- 
less reward ! 

DOOMS ANGELS TO HELL. 

This reminds me of another objection to endless 
punishment, viz : It dooms angels to hell, and permits 
the vilest, of sinners to go unwhipt of justice. Sup- 
pose an accomplished libertine enters your household, 
and seduces the fairest of your daughters, and in giv- 
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ing birth to the object of her shame, she dies without 
any preparation for eternity, and is doomed to endless 
woe. Her seducer happens into a protracted meeting 
— falls upon his knees and gets religion, and dies the 
next day ; and, according to the doctrine of endless 
suffering, his spirit is wafted into heaven to rejoice 
over the downfall of this unsuspecting and innocent 
girl whom he ruined, and whose hopes of happiness he 
has blasted forever. Gall ye this justice ? Is this 
punishing according to our works ? ! shame, where 
is thy blush ! 



CHAPTEE X. 

PUNISHES ALL ALIKE. 

I object to endless punishment because it makes no 
difference in transgressors ; it dooms all of every grade, 
young and old, little sinners and great ones, to the 
same duration of punishment. Suppose this day my 
child arrives at years of discretion, and for the first 
time she commits a sin — tells a falsehood, and dies 
the next day unrepented of it According to the doc- 
trine we are examining, she will suffer to all eternity 
for this one sin, just as long as the gray-headed sin- 
ner whose sins are more numerous than the hairs of 
his head. Call ye this a just punishment ? If so, 
what would you call an unjust punishment ? If one 
sin deserves an endless punishment, how much is five 
thousand deserving of ? Answer this, ye who pretend 
to believe that men will be punished according to their 
sins, and yet believe the youth that commits but one 
sin will suffer the same duration of punishment as the 
aged, hardened sinner. 
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DOES NOT KEEP DEBT AND CREDIT. ' 

But we object to the doctrine of an endless punish- 
ment, because it does not keep strict debt and credit. 
It teaches the righteous will be rewarded forever for 
their good deeds, and never punished for their sinful 
ones ; and also it teaches that the wicked will be pun- 
ished forever for their sinful deeds, but never rewarded 
for their good deeds. This is in direct opposition to 
the word of God. Paul says, 2 Cor. 5 : 10 — " We 
shall receive according to that we have done, whether 
it be good or bad. 11 But if endless punishment is 
true, one class of men will be rewarded for their good 
deeds, but never punished for their bad deeds, while 
another class will be punished to all eternity for their 
sins, but never rewarded for the good they have done. 
To show the injustice of this doctrine, let us suppose 
here are two twin brothers ; one performs nine hundred 
and ninety-nine good deeds, and finally dies at the age 
of 75, with one sinful act unrepented of, and is con- 
signed to endless torture for this one sin. The other 
brother commits nine hundred and ninety-nine sinful 
deeds, and finally ends his sinful career by staining 
his hands in the blood of some innocent person. He 
is arrested, tried, and sentenced to be hung. While 
in prison, awaiting his execution, he receives a visit 
from some minister, whose business it is to prepare 
him for heaven, and thus aid him to escape the pun- 
ishment due his numerous sins. Terror-stricken, the 
criminal falls upon his knees — his heart is softened, 
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his sins pardoned, and he is swung from the scaffold 
into heaven. I ask, how is this punishing these two 
men according to their works ? 

SEPARATES CAUSE PROM EFFECT. 

I object to this system because of its licentious ten- 
dency. It seeks to separate cause from effect, by put- 
ting afar off the day of punishment, and then promises 
an easy escape by repentance. When a man is about 
to commit sin, he wishes to be convinced, 1st That 
the commission of sin will produce happiness ; and 
2d, that if detected he can escape the consequences of 
sin. Now the system of endless punishment teaches 
both of these things, a belief in which has led to all 
the sinful acts ever committed. Did not the first lim- 
itarian preacher, the Devil, in the garden of Eden, 
assure Adam and Eve that they could eat of forbidden 
fruit with impunity ; that they should be wiser and 
happier by transgression, and that they should not suf- 
fer the penalty God threatened ? And do not the ad- 
vocates of endless punishment preach about the 
11 pleasures of sin," that the wicked prosper, and are 
not troubled like the righteous, and that if it were not 
for the fear of hell they would take their fill of sin and 
enjoy its pleasures, &c. Is not this the sum and 
substance of their preaching? Hear Kev. David 
Holmes, A. M., of the Methodist connection. Speaking 
of the sinner, he says: "He prospers in every way, 
and if he is punished he does not know it ;" and " if 
what he has received be punishment for his sins, the 
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more he has the better he likes it," &c. Now if this 
is not, Satan-like, making the path of sin enchanting, 
we know not what is. This is the reason why the 
multitude are allured into the " way of the transgres- 
sor," — it is because they expect to find happiness 
there. In illustration of this, look at the case of Key. 
Mr. Patterson. Like our first parents, he wished to 
sin with impunity, and finding he could not do so while 
a Universalist, he embraced the doctrine of endless 
punishment, and now he commences to practice upon 
its principles. Believing sin will produce happiness, 
and that its consequences can be avoided, he is arrested 
and convicted for robbing the U. S. Mail, and is sen- 
tenced to serve an apprenticeship of seven years in 
the State's Prison. But when to this fatal error, that 
sin produces happiness, it is taught that by repentance 
all punishment here and hereafter can be avoided, all 
restraint is taken away, and the only support to virtue 
removed. He is told to be happy, he must indulge in 
sin — that its punishment is postponed to an unseen 
world, which, from its distanee, can exert but little if 
any influence upon him, as men are influenced more 
by the present state than the future. Besides this, he 
is assured if he is careful to repent any time before he 
dies, he shall not suffer one iota of punishment due 
his sins. All the combined wisdom of men and angels 
could not invent a system which would suit the vitiat- 
ed taste of the wicked better than this. Its true 
name should be — " A.contrivarwe to allow men to drink 
their fill of sin, and escape all its consequences." Such 
a theory is calculated to remove every incentive t vir- 
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tuous action, break down the barriers of society, open 
the flood gates of crime, poison the fountains of hap- 
piness, and undermine the foundations of good govern- 
ment ! How can it be otherwise ! Suppose the Congress 
of the United States should pass a law for the govern- 
ment of our nation, like this : " Be it enacted, that all 
persons who may steal, rob, murder, &c., shall be 
allowed to run at large until they are fifty years of 
age, at which time they shall be arrested, and if found 
guilty of said crimes, they shall be imprisoned during 
the remainder of life. But, provided they ask forgive- 
ness of the President, the entire punishment shall be 
remitted." Such a law would produce no more effect 
upon the masses than the breaking out of the sun be- 
hind a cloud. How, then, can we expect that if Grod 
has made a law and put off the penalty to an unseen 
and unknown world, and which can be escaped any 
time by repentance before death, will not be the means 
of leading millions into sin every hour ! 



CHAPTER XI. 

ENCOURAGES SIN. 

But I have another objection to endless punishment. 
It gives a license and a premium on sin. I have heard 
it said from the desk that a wicked and depraved man, 
steeped in vice, stands a better chance for salvation than 
a strictly moral man. The reason, they say, is obvi- 
ous. While the moral man depends upon his good 
works for salvation, he will see no need of his conver- 
sion, and will die with no assurance of heaven. On 
the other hand, the vile sinner, in a time of excite- 
ment, will, by his vices, be aroused to a sense of his 
danger, and in this state of excitement will repent and 
get religion. So it seems, then, this depraved villain 
might stain his hands in the blood of an innocent, 
moral man, and send his soul to perdition, and then 
repent while standing on the gallows, and be wafted 
into heaven, and exult over his victim whose life he 
has taken. Every criminal under sentence of death 
has his spiritual adviser, to aid him in escaping just 
and deserved punishment. The priest who was with 
Gribbs, the pirate who was instrumental in taking the 
lives of four hundred persons, declared that he became 
penitent for his sins, and was a fit subject for heaven. 
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And where arc the innocent victims whom his murder- 
ous hand had deprived of life ? A portion in hell to 
wail forever ! This is called justice — rewarding and 
punishing men according to their works ! McCurry, 
who wa& executed in Baltimore in 1844, declared in 
his confession, " it was the murder of Koux which 
brought about his souTs salvation, and that had he not 
committed the act, he never would have been saved." 
This is what we call giving a premium on sin ! The 
game cruel act by which McCurry sent the soul of 
lioux to hell, wafts the soul of his murderer to para- 
dise. And yet the Scriptures assert, "God will ren- 
der to every man according to his deeds, (Rom. 2 : 6.) 
But according to the system of endless punishment, 
there is no certainty that a single soul will ever be re- 
warded for its good deeds or punished for its sinful 
ones. For a man may live a good, moral, upright life, 
and die unrepented of one sin for which he will be 
punished to all eternity — and never be rewarded for 
his good deeds ; while another man may live a most 
corrupt life, and end his sinful career by repentance, 
and thus escape all punishment, and be rewarded with 
endless bliss for not having performed any good deed. 

PRESENTS THE CHARACTER OF GOD IK A REPULSIVE 
LIGHT. 

I object to the doctrine of endless woe, because it 
presents the character of God in a light so repulsive 
that none can admire it Only think of a God that 
would create untold millions, on purpose to inflict on 
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them the most exquisite tortures ! Only think of a 
Being that would, of lifeless inorganic matter, create 
living creatures, foreseeing and foreknowing that they 
would be endlessly miserable I The poor soul suffer- 
ing an eternity of misery, may well cry out: 

"Father of mercies! why from silent earth 
Didst thou awake and curse me into birth ; 
Push into being a reverse of thee, 
And animate a clod with misery ?" 

Only think of such a Being as can punish, to all 
eternity, for the sake of punishing ! Only think of a 
God who could usher into existence a totally depraved 
being, and then torture him for sins which God fore- 
knew and foreordained him to commit ! Beflect upon 
a God that would employ his wisdom in devising mea- 
sures with which to inflict the most excruciating suffer, 
ings upon his frail, defenseless offspring ! 

Beflect, too, that while this Being shall hear the 
shrieks and groans of the lost, he will only mock their 
sufferings ! — aye, when they shall beg for annihila- 
tion, he will refuse them this privilege — will protract 
their existence through ages, ad infinitum, that he may 
have an opportunity of tormenting his children through 
eternity, — I say, think of such a Being, and tell me, 
what is there lovely in such a character ! If this is, 
really* a Being of love, how would you describe one 
of cruelty ? If the infliction of endless pain is mer- 
ciful, what would you call a malevolent act? If all 
the cruelties of demons were embodied in one Nero, 
could he be more cruel than the God which the doc- 
5 
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trine of endless misery sets forth ? Again, only think 
of a God that requires us to love our enemies, and yet 
he will pour out the vials of his wrath upon the heads 
of His to all eternity ? Think of a Being that requires 
us to bless our enemies, and yet he will curse His for- 
ever ! Think of a Being that requires us to render good 
for evil, and yet He will render endless evil for the 
evil done here ! Reflect upon a God that requires us 
to punish in mercy with a view to reform the offender, 
when He will inflict upon the creatures of a moment 
an interminable punishment, which can never benefit 
the sufferer, nor reflect the least honor upon God, 
Christ, Angels or Saints ! 

LEADS TO PERSECUTION. 

I object to this system, because a practice of its 
principles leads to intolerance, persecution and blood- 
shed. Look through the pages of history, and you 
will find that the most horrid barbarities have been 
perpetrated by the believers in endless woe. Who were 
the persecutors of our Lord and his Apostles ? — the 
believers in endless punishment. Who carried on the 
ten persecutions, in which hundreds of thousands lost 
their lives ? Who carried on the persecutions of Hol- 
land, where one hundred thousand died by the hand 
of the executioner? By whose hands have heretics 
been burned to death ? Who were the persecutors in 
France — England — Ireland — Spain — Italy— Scotland? 
Who burned Servetus over a pile of green wood? 
History shows that the fierce and bloody persecu- 
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tions of earth have had their origin in endless pun- 
ishment. The believers in this sentiment have waged 
war in the name of God against all heretics. Their 
hands are died in the blood of innocent victims ! Look 
at the following authenticated facts : Peter, the her- 
mit, raised an army of 600,000, and marched to the 
Holy Land, and butchered 60,000 in one day. They 
kindled the fires at Smithfield — reared the Spanish 
Inquisition — they put it in operation, crushing the bones 
of heretics, and tearing them from limb to limb. 
Again, the believers in endless punishment were the 
perpetrators of the St. Bartholomew massacre, in which 
40,000 were murdered in one day. Oh ! the heart turns 
sick at a recital of the cruel abominations which this 
system has urged men to commit. Mahomet, who 
propagated his system by the sword, believed in end- 
less punishment, and under its influence his followers 
fought with terrible vengeance. It seems almost in- 
credible, but it is a historical fact, that forty millions 
have been put to death since the days of Christ, for 
no crime except an honest difference of opinion. 

But it may be said that the persecutions to which 
we have referred, were carried on in an age of dark- 
ness, and are attributed to that period called the dark 
ages. But from history, we learn that as late as 1620 
the Parliament of England enacted a law imprisoning 
men for a belief in Universalism ; and in case they 
did not recant their error, they were put to death. It 
would not have done for us to have lived at that time ! 
If you come down to the infancy of our country, you 
will see this same persecuting spirit existed in our 
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forefathers. No sooner had they "began to increase in 
power, than they commenced to persecute all dissenters. 
They hung innocent persons for witchcraft — banished 
Roger Williams, and publicly whipped women for her- 
esy. Look at the following as a specimen of their 
laws: " Any quaker, on the first conviction of heresy, 
shall lose one ear ; for the second conviction of heresy, 
he shall lose the other ear, and for the third conviction 
he shall have his tongue bored through with a red-hot 
iron !" 

Such are the fruits of endless punishment; and 
" by their fruits ye shall know them," and judging 
the doctrine of endless woe by this rule, it is the most 
poisonous tree that ever grew. 

And what other fruits can we expect from a system 
which teaches God is a partial, cruel Being — punishing 
to all eternity for the errors of this short life ! "Ev- 
ery people will walk in the name of the Lord their 
God." Those who imitate the God which the doctrine 
of endless misery sets forth, are narrow-minded, and 
exhibit a persecuting spirit towards those who differ 
from them. Regarding themselves as the special favor- 
ites of heaven, and believing God will inflict upon 
unbelievers immortal pain, how can it be expected that 
they will treat us better than their God will ? Surely, 
the man who contends that God will burn my soul to 
all eternity, will not be likely to handle my body very 
mildly, especially if he wishes to be like his God. In 
illustration of this, Bishop Hopkins, of the Episcopal 
Church, declares, " He should be glad to see the time 
come when citizenship would be granted to no person 
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not believing in future rewards and punishments." 
How glad we are that this Bishop has not the power ! 
Such is the legitimate effect of endless punishment 
It fans the flames of persecutions, fosters a censorious 
spirit, and leads its believers to dye their hands in the 
blood of innocent victims. 

INSPIRES REVENGE. 

Again, this system inspires the hearts of those who 
believe it with a spirit of revenge, and destoys that 
affection which one should cherish for another. In 
proof of this, let me quote a few extracts from its ad- 
vocates. Listen to Tertullian, who was the first to at- 
tempt to revive the pagan notion of endless woe in the 
Christian church. He says : " How I shall laugh, 
how exult, when I behold myriads of mankind groan- , 
ing in the lowest abyss of darknesss." Was not this » 
a fiendish spirit that prompted him to utter this? 
But hear President Edwards, of Princeton College. 
He says: " The sight of hell torments will exalt the 
happiness of the saints forever. It will give them a 
more lively relish for it. "When they shall see the rag- 
ing of their flames, and hear their dolorous shrieks 
and cries, how the saints will rejoice." How unlike 
the Saviour, who wept at the grave of Lazarus ! 

Dr. Emmons says, in a published sermon, " The 
saints (or rather demons) will sing sweet hallelujahs 
in view of the lost." Could fiends do any worse than 
this ? Could they exhibit a more savage spirit ? But 
hear Bev. Mr. Spaulding. He says : " The saints 
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will look over the battlements of heaven upon their 
friends in suffering unmoved." Hear another divine : 
" The godly wife shall applaud the Judge for damning 
her ungodly husband to hell ; and the godly child shall 
say amen to his parent's damnation !" Just think of 
these saints exchanging a heart of tenderness for one 
of stone, and rejoicing over the miseries of their dear- 
est friends. Prof. Stuart, in answering the question, 
11 How can we witness the wretchedness of our friends 
unaffected ?" says, " God will, in mercy, extinguish 
our social sympathies." There it is ! God is to con- 
Vert us into demons in order to fit us for heaven ! All 
the finer and tender feelings of the heart are to be ex- 
changed for those of a fiend ! Think of the place 
where flowers of love cease to bloom — where kind and 
fraternal feelings are annihilated ; where the heart of 
tenderness becomes harder than adamant. Think of 
a heaven whose pillars are planted upon the ruins of 
our kindred — whose songs are mingled with the wail- 
ings of the lost, But grant that the fraternal feelings 
of our nature will continue to animate the spirits of 
the glorified in heaven, and the sight of endless misery 
would unparadise the realms of glory. Every angel 
would hang his harp in silence ; every saint would 
listen to the notes of woe coming up from the bottom- 
less pit, and Jesus, the good Shepherd, would leave 
the fold above, and go down to "the land of horror 
and despair," — nor would he return until he had re- 
stored the last wanderer. And then from countless 
hearts, too full to be suppressed, the song of jubilee 
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would "burst, and " Every creature in heaven, and on 
the earth, and under the earth, and in the sea, and all 
that are in them, would be heard singing honor, glory 
and power be unto Him that sitteth on the throne, and 
to the lamb forever and ever." Bev. 5 : 13. Halla- 
liijah I The Lord reigneth, — He shall reign forever ! 

A SYSTEM OP CONTRADICTIONS. 

I object to the doctrine of endless misery, because it 
is a system of contradictions. It calls upon men to 
exercise faith and repentance as essential to salvation, 
and yet Calvinism teaches that the salvation of a se- 
lect number was secured before the world began, and 
that too without reference to faith or good works. 
Man's salvation is made to depend entirely upon a de- 
cree of God, and yet there is something on the part of 
the creature to do. Again, we are told, it is possible 
for all to be saved, and yet the number elected for sal- 
vation is so definite it cannot be increased or diminished. 
Again, we are told man is totally depraved, and yet a 
free agent. But if man by nature is averse to all good- 
ness, and cannot take the first step to secure his salva- 
tion, wherein is his freedom — what power has he to 
repent ? What ! exhort a totally depraved being to 
repent ! With as much propriety might you exhort a 
fish to swim on dry land, or exhort a lion to throw off 
his fierceness of nature and become a lamb. What 
would be thought of a father who should pluck out 
the eyes of his son, and then torture him because he 
could not read? And yet, we are told, God will pun- 
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ish his offspring to all eternity for doing what they 
were created to do. Thus we see the system of end- 
less punishment is a tissue of contradictions. At one 
time its advocates teach God " foreordains whatsoever 
comes to pass," — then man is a free agent. One time 
man can save himself, then he cannot. One time sal- 
vation is all of grace — then it depends upon works ! 
The absurdities of this system are well expressed in 
the following lines : 

"You can and you can't, 
You shall and you shan't, 
You will and you won't, 
You'll be damned if you do, 
And you'll be damned if you don't" 

MAKES GOB AND CHRIST AT WAR. 

Again, the system of endless woe makes God and 
Christ at war with each other. Vicarious atonement 
teaches, that in consequence of the wickedness of 
man, which God foreknew and foreordained, He became 
so enraged with his fallen creatures, that his justice 
was about to sweep the entire race of man to endless 
perdition. At this crisis, Jesus said to his Father : 
"Spare ! ! spare them I I will suffer the penalty 
of thy violated law in my person." So Christ pacified 
God — or to use the language of Dr. Watts : 

"He quenched his Father's wrath in his own blood." 

If this is true, God is a changeable being, capable 
of exercising love at one time and anger at another. 
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But the Bible teaches God is of one mind, and that 
" anger resteth only in the bosom of fools." 

AT WAR WITH THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD. 

I object to the system of endless woe, because it is 
at war with all the perfections and attributes of God. 
If we say any are to be endlessly miserable, it must be 
either on the ground that God foreordained or foreknew 
it — either of which view is at variance with infinite 
mercy and goodness, for it cannot be in accordance 
with these attributes to punish a frail, finite being to 
all eternity for the sins of a few fleeting years. If, 
therefore, we say that God can save all, but will not, 
we impeach his goodness and mercy. If we say God 
would save all, but cannot, we impeach his wisdom and 
power.. If endless sin and suffering are to reign for- 
ever, it will be in opposition to every attribute of 
Deity. Besides, if all are not saved, God's desire will 
be ungratified — for he desires the salvation of all ; nor 
can his will be done, for he wills the salvation of all ; 
nor can his purpose be accomplished, for he purposed 
the salvation of all ; nor can Christ's work be finished, 
for his mission was to save all ; neither can the prayer 
of saints be answered, for they pray for the salvation 
of all ; nor can the cup of happiness for angels be 
full, for if they rejoice more over one that repents than 
ninety and nine who need no repentance, their happi- 
ness would still be greater if the last wanderer were 
restored and sin finished, death conquered, and God all 
in all. 
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ITS PRINCIPLES CANNOT BE PRACTICED. 

I object to this system because its principles cannot 
be reduced to practice. Both the believers in the Cal- 
vinistic and Arminian scheme call endless punishment 
just and merciful ! But what earthly father would in- 
flict endless torture upon his wayward son ? Suppose 
he were to take his son and chain him to a post, and 
commence to inflict upon him stripe after stripe until 
the blood ran down in streams. As • you listen to his 
shrieks and groans, you ask this father, why do you 
inflict such, torture upon your son ? and he replies, I 
punish him not for his own good, but simply to grat- 
ify my revenge. Call ye this father a good. one? 
Bather call him a monster ! And yet, we are told God 
will punish his offspring to all eternity, when it can 
never benefit the offender. But such a punishment we 
should be ashamed to inflict upon our worst enemies. 
Hence the principles of endless punishment cannot be 
reduced to practice. 

SENDERS LIFE A CURSE. 

I object to endless woe, because it makes existence 
and reason a curse. We are told all dying in infancy 
are sure of salvation. Surely, there was some method 
in the madness of a mother who took the life of her 
two infants in order to save them from an exposure to 
endless torments. If this doctrine be true, what a risk 
those run who pass from infancy to manhood ! Happy 
parents, whose children die in infancy. Again, we are 
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told all idiots are sure of salvation. Favored persons, 
who were born non compos mentis. "Who can believe 
in a doctrine that makes existence and reason an infi- 
nite curse ? 

MAKES ETERNITY DEPEND UPON AN ACT. 

I object to this system, because it makes an eternity 
of suffering or happiness to depend upon the last act 
of life. Suppose here is a man whose character is as 
fair as the sun at mid-day — his whole life is spent in 
doing good ; amiability marks his deportment ; chaste- 
ness his language ; purity his heart ; by his God-like 
deeds he adorns his profession, and is truly an orna- 
ment to the Christian Church. At the age of seventy- 
five he begins to degenerate— -drinks deep of the in- 
toxicating bowl, and finally dies in a state of beastly 
intoxication. According to the notion of endless woe, 
he is consigned to regions of infinite despair. Here, 
then, he receives no reward for a long life of good 
deeds, but is to be punished to all eternity for his last 
sinful act. Now, suppose here is a man whose whole 
life has been spent in wickedness ; from youth to man- 
hood, and from manhood to old age, he has pursued a 
most sinful career, which he finally ends by staining 
his hands in the blood of some innocent person. He 
is arrested, tried, and found guilty of murder in the 
first degree, and is sentenced to die on the scaffold. 
In the mean time he selects.his spiritual adviser, who 
prays with him, and finally succeeds in effecting his 
conversion, and fits him for heaven. The day of his 
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execution arrives ; he ascends the scaffold a " new 
boen child," and this last act of his life entitles him to 
an eternity of bliss. But that good man you have sent 
to an endless hell! Why? Because his last act was 
a misdemeanor. But the notorious wicked man whose 
whole life was one of sinfulness, goes unpunished, and 
is wafted from the scaffold into heaven. Why is this ? 
Because he cancelled his long career of wickedness by 
the last act of his life — viz.: taking advantage of the 
spiritual bankrupt law, repentance. Thus we see, ac- 
cording to the system of endless punishment, it makes 
no kind of difference how a man lives, if he only dies 
right. He may riot in sin all his days, end his career 
by murdering some moral man, and while standing on 
the gallows, repent, and this last act secures for him 
an eternity of bliss. For, 

" While the lamp holds out to burn , 
The vilest sinner may return." 

On the other hand, a man may square his life by the 
gospel rule — do as he would be done by, and spend a 
life of seventy-five years in -the performance of good 
deeds, and then take one mis-step, and this enough to 
doom his soul to ceaseless torture ! So we see the sys- 
tem of endless woe makes an eternity of suffering or 
happiness to depend upon the manner of dying. Xo 
matter how a man lives, if he only dies right. To pre- 
sent and reduce this whole system to an absurdity, let 
us suppose the following case : A, a very wicked man, 
falls out with B, a very moral man, and challenges 
him to fight a duel. They meet on the field of con- 
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test, and B aims his rifle, but his flint being dull, he 
misses fire, and the result is, A's flint being sharp, he 
kills B, and sends his soul to hell in a moment of time. 
Here B loses his life and his soul in consequence of the 
dullness of his flint ; because, had his flint been sharp, 
he would have killed A, and then by repentance he 
could have atoned for the act ; but as his flint was dull, 
instead of killing A, he was killed himself, and sent 
to hell. Thanks to B's dull flint, A is saved, and after 
killing some other moral man, he repents and goes to 
glory to rejoice forever over those whose lives he had 
sacrificed. How grateful he must ever feel, that while 
B's flint was dull, his was sharp. If this system be 
true, we may well exclaim — 

" Great God ! on what a slender thread 
Hang everlasting things!" 



CHAPTEK XII. 

DOOMS NINE-TENTHS OF THE HUMAN RACE TO ENDLESS 
TORTURE. 

But I have another objection to endless woe. It 
dooms nine-tenths of the human race to ceaseless tor- 
ture. This system teaches that only such as exercise 
faith in Christ in this life can ever be saved. Then 
what becomes of the insane, idiots, &c. ? What, too, 
becomes of all those who lived between Adam and 
the flood ? between the flood and the advent of Christ ? 
This vast multitude, not one of whom ever saw Christ, 
are to be doomed to unending suffering for not exer- 
cising faith in a person of whom they never heard ! 
Such is the opinion of Tillemont, who says, " all 
dying before Christ could not be benefitted by his 
death." But another writer thinks all who lived and 
died before Christ will be saved. Then Christ's 
coming into the world will prove an infinite curse to 
three-fourths of the human family; and those who 
had the misfortune to be born since Christ, are not so 
well qff&s those who lived before his advent. 

So, if all are to be saved who died before Christ, it 
is a pity his coming had not been deferred until the 
race of man had become extinct. Then, according to 
this notion, all living since Christ, who have not 
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exercised faith in his name, are to be doomed to end- 
less perdition. More than three-fourths of the world 
are heathen, and have been since the days of Christ, 
accordingly, three-fourths of every generation since 
Christ have been consigned to Endless Torture. But, 
says one, the heathen may all be saved. Then they 
are better off than we are, and it is a pity to enlighten 
them by the Gospel, for they are better off without it 
than with it, if by living and dying heathen they are 
sure of salvation. Judging from the efforts that are 
made to send Missionaries among the heathen, we con- 
clude they are all in danger of being forever lost. 
Such is the fact, for the American Board of Com- 
missioners of Foreign Missions has published the fol- 
lowing language : — " Within the last thirty years, a 
whole generation of five hundred thousand heathen 
have gone down to eternal death." Another missionary 
writing on this subject, says: "Fifty thousand 
heathen die every day, and sink into unquenchable 
fire I Six hundred millions are going the same road." 
Allowing this statement to be correct, then two 
thousand and eighty-four souls drop into hell every 
hour, thirty-five every minute, and one every two 
seconds. ! horror of horrors ! And this wholesale 
destruction of human beings is charged to the Father 
of tender mercies. He who created them in his own 
image, whose name is Love, and whose tender mercies 
are over all his works ! 

A call has recently been made upon the believers in 
Endless Misery, to give money so as to support 
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missionaries among the heathen, and thus help to 
secure the salvation of their precious souls ; and what 
is the average amount they each give annually, to save 
the never-dying souls of heathen? It is not four 
cents a piece ! This is a striking proof of the sincerity 
of their belief in Endless Punishment ! Four cents 
a piece, given yearly, to save the immortal souls of 
heathen from going to hell ! Why, a beggar boy 
would give this sum to save a dog from starvation ! 

UNDERVALUES TRUTH. 

My next objection to endless punishment is, that it 
goes upon the principle that error is preferable to 
truth. Hence its advocates often ask — " If Universal 
salvation is true, what is the use of preaching it ? " 
This implies that error is better than truth ; and that 
if any thing is true, there is no use in preaching it. 
What ! has it come to this, that the communication 
of good tidings is unimportant ? that if God has pur- 
posed to make all men holy and happy, there is no 
use in preaching it ? Suppose you are journeying in 
a stage coach towards home, and, as you are dreaming 
of the happiness you will experience in meeting those 
loved ones there, a report reaches your ears that your 
house has burned down, and with it your wife and 
children! Would not this sad report render the 
remainder of your journey painful, and any thing but 
pleasant ? So we are journeying towards our long 
home, and we hear the report that when we arrive 
there, instead of meeting the loved and lost of earth, 



DOCTRINB OF ENDLESS PUNISHMENT. 93 

in bliss, we shall hear them shrieking in the agonies of 
hell. Does such a report lighten our cares, and 
render our journey through life pleasant ? See that 
mother ! she has borne the burden and heat of the 
day, and has arrived nearly at the end of life's 
pilgrimage. She, in early life, buried a blooming 
daughter of sweet sixteen, who died unprepared for 
heaven. She hears the report, that instead of meeting 
her dear child in heaven, she will look over its golden 
battlements, and behold her writhing in the agonies 
of hell. Does such a prospect renew her fainting 
strength — lighten her steps or cheer her on her 
journey home ? See that aged father ! whose feet are 
tottering on the brink of the grave ! He, too, buried 
a son who died like David's son, Amnon, in a state of 
intoxication. As every beating pulse brings him 
nearer his journey's end, he hears the report that his 
only son, the idol of his youth, is burning in a sea of 
liquid fire from which there is no deliverance. Does 
the belief of such a report cheer this aged man, and 
render his journey to heaven pleasant ? See that 
wife ! passing down the declivity of life with rapid 
haste ! Whither is she bound ? to Paradise I But 
just one year after marriage, her husband was shot on 
the field of battle, engaged in the service of his 
country ! Dying unprepared, without a moment's 
premonition, he was doomed to wail and shriek in 
hopeless despair. Years pass on, and his little boy, 
commits one sin, and immediately sinks down to the 
same place with his father, to weep forever. Cheered 
6 
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with the hope of meeting her loved and dear little 
hoy at the end of life's journey, this wife asks a 
preacher of endless damnation if her hope is well- 
founded. After hearing the particulars of their 
deaths, he pronounces their case hopeless, and con- 
signs the father and son to the regions of infinite woe ! 
Seeing the wife's heart bursting with grief, and the 
hot tears rolling down her cheeks, he bids her cheer 
up, and 'adds for her comfort, that "God will ex- 
tinguish her social sympathies " in heaven, and enable 
her to sing hallelujahs in view of the endless wretched- 
ness of her dear husband and child! Does this 
prospect fill her soul with peace and joy unspeakable 
and full of glory, while travelling heaven-ward ? And 
yet it is asked if we are to meet the " loved and lost 
of earth, all in heaven, and mingle our voices in 
hymns of praise around the throne of God — and, 
hand in hand, walk those golden streets above, and 
with a redeemed, immortalized Universe, chant the 
triumphs of a Saviour's love throughout the ceaseless 
ages of eternity — it is asked if this is true, what is 
the use of preaching it ? " I answer preach it be- 
cause it is true — because it imparts the sweetest con- 
solation to souls distressed, and because such good 
news as the angel proclaimed on Judea's plains, 
renders our passage through this vale of suffering, 
pleasant, serene, delightful 
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DESTROYS THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL. 

My next objection to endless punishment rests upon 
the fact that its belief fills the heart with bitterness 
— robs the afflicted of the last drop of consolation, 
an<| drives reason from her throne. How can one take 
a moment's peace in the belief of endless suffering for 
himself, or his neighbor ? Suppose yourself pleasant- 
ly situated in your dwelling beside the sea shore. All 
are at home, but one hardy son, and he has gone down 
upon the dark waters. As you rehearse the dangers 
of the deep, a storm arises ; between the lightning's 
Tivid flash and the thunder's burst, you hear the cry 
of distress ! You stand upon the iron-bound coast 
You listen, the voice rises higher, and above the noise 
of the angry waves you recognize it; it is the voice of 
your absent son returning from sea. That gallant ship 
in which he sailed, has been dashed upon the rocks, 
and he is hanging upon the heaving wreck. Now 
can you hear unmoved those cries for help ? You 
know the thing is impossible. How then can you look 
over the battlements of heaven down to the regions of 
infinite woe, and hear the shrieks of a son or daughter, 
and be happy? Do you say God "will extinguish 
your social sympathies," and thus enable you, as Dr. 
Emmons says, to "sing sweet hallelujahs in their 
damnation ? " Do you expect going to heaven will 
transform you into demons, so that you can rejoice 
over the miseries of your friends ? If you expect to 
retain those kind, tender feelings in heaven that you 
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possessed on earth, I entreat you to look down from 
your shining seat above, and survey the millions that 
are enduring the most excrutiating pains ; there, per- 
haps is your friend who in this life was a benevolent, 
and moral man. He saw you in this world in distress 
—he held your aching head, watching 'by your bed- 
side, and watered your pillows with his tears. That 
friend, who flew to your relief, is now weltering in the 
flames of hell. He looks to you for sympathy. Are 
you happy to see him in suffering ? Not unless you 
are harder than adamant ; and if entering heaven will 
change one into a fiend, Gtod grant that this bosom 
may never have one aspiration for such an abode. 

CONFESSION OF ITS OW N ADVOCATES. 

The amiable Saurin, after depicting the horrors of 
endless woe, breaks forth as follows : 

" I sink ! I sink under the awful weight of my 
subject ; and I declare when I see my friends, my re- 
lations, the people of my charge, this whole congrega- 
tion ; when I think that I, that you, that we are all 
threatened with these torments, I find in the thought 
a mortal poison, which diffuseth itself into every 
period of my life, rendering society tiresome, nourish- 
ment insipid, pleasure disgustful, and life itself a cruel 
bitter. I cease to wonder that the fear of hell 

HATH MADE SOME MAD AND OTHERS MELANCHOLY." 

Such are the effects of endless punishment as 
described by one of its advocates. I will now zntro- 
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duce the testimony of Kev. Br. Barnes, who describee 
his deep anguish of mind when contemplating the 
horrors of endless woe, in the following heart-rending 
strain:— 

" I have read, to some extent what wise and good 
men have written on this subject I have looked at 
their theories and explanations. I have endeavored 
to weigh their arguments — for my whole soul pant* 
for light and relief. But I get neither ; and in the 
distress and anguish of my own spirit, I confess I see 
no light whatever. I see not one ray to disclose to me 
the reason why man must suffer to all eternity. I have 
never seen a particle of light that has given a moment's 
ease to my tortured mind. I trust other men under- 
stand this subject better than I do, and that they have 
not the anguish of spirit that I have ; but I confess 
when I look upon a world of sinners and sufferers ; 
upon the world filled with hosts to suffer forever; 
when I see my friends, my parents, my family, my 
people, my fellow citizens, and when I feel that God 
can save them all, I am struck dumb. It is all dark, 
dark, DARK, to my soul, and I cannot disguise it." 
This is the deleterious effect of the doctrine of endless 
woe upon the mind of the distinguished Dr. Barnes. 
Instead of filling his soul with joy unspeakable, as 
the gospel does, it pierced his soul with darts of pain. 
But hear the Eev. Mr. Patten describe the effects of 
endless suffering upon his mind : " Alas ! alas ! what 
shall be done ! Thousands of our precious friends are 
going down to endless ruin ! that we could die to 
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rescue them from the jaws of hell ! Our eyes have 
run down with waters : and we could weep rivers of 
tears for them. 0, the worth of their immortal souls ! 
And what will it be for these to be forever lost I ! 
dear hearts, how can we endure to see you roaring in 
the flames of endless burning I " But according to 
the notion of some, they can endure to see their most 
intimate friends suffer through eternity, and even re- 
joice at the shocking scene. I have heard a minister 
describe the situation of a mother in heaven, whose 
daughter was consigned to bum in a lake of Are for* 
ever ! He said, perhaps once in ten thousand years 
this amiable girl would rise to the surface of hell's 
black waters and show her lovely face, and as she 
would sink the mother would sing paeans of praise in 
view of her writhings and contortions ! One thing is 
evident ; no mother can rejoice to see her daughter 
Buffering in this world ; and if in heaven she can re* 
joice in view of her endless suffering, she must have 
undergone a sad change — exchanged a heart of 
tenderness for one of stone ! 



CHAPTER XIII. 

LEADS TO INSANITY. 

This is a matter of statistics. In a discourse, de- 
livered by Dr. Tenny, at the funeral of the late Eev. 
Dr. Austin, an orthodox clergyman, we find that he 
died a raying maniac. Let me give one extract : 

" For the last three years, a thick and dark cloud 
hung over the course, and enveloped in dismay the 
mind of our reverend friend. He sunk into a 
settled, deep melancholy, which occasionally produced 
paroxysms of despair and horror. His bitter moan- 
ing3 were at times suflicientto wring with sympathetic 
anguish the most unfeeling heart.' ' 

If the bitter moanings of this dying man were suf- 
ficient to wring with anguish the most unfeeling 
heart, what will be the effect of listening to the end- 
less groans of countless millions, tossed upon the 
billows of unending fire ? Such a shocking scene will 
unparadise the realms of glory, unless the inhabitants 
are transformed into demons. 

Cowper, the English poet, was driven to the verge of 
insanity, by the doctrine of endless punishment. He felt 
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aer every man must feel, who believes that there is an Al- 
mighty tyrant upon the throne, ready to snatch from 
earth the creatures he has made, and plunge them into 
irretrievable ruin. We are told in his life, " that the 
terror of endless punishment actually disordered his 
faculties, so that he attempted more than once to 
destroy his life ; he remained seven months in con- 
stant expectation of being instantly plunged into 
eternal misery. Although at times he recovered from 
this dreadful depression, he at last sunk under it, be- 
ing gradually worn out; he expired on his bed." 
Such was the lamentable effect of this doctrine upon 
Cowper, the beautiful poet. 

But if you would see the effects of endless woe de- 
tailed in all its horrid .forms, visit your insane 
hospitals, make yourself familiar with the statistics 
by their officers, &c. Thousands of individuals whose 
hearts were once buoyant with hope, and whose minds 
were once filled with happy and brilliant thoughts, 
have been rendered raving maniacs by a belief in end- 
less damnation, and dragged out a wretched existence 
within the gloomy walls of our lunatic asylums. I 
have seen there a father driven to despair — wringing 
his hands in anguish, and bound hand and foot. I have 
seen a female, 'crying piteously for mercy, torn away 
from her friends, to be made an inmate of a mad-house 
for life. I have seen a person made crazy by a belief 
in endless damnation, address God in the following 
strain : " thou Infernal fiend, that sittest upon the 
throne, thou art waiting to seize my poor soul, and 
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plunge it into hell's black jaws." Then he became 
perfectly unmanageable. And yet upon those lips 
once hung the sweet voice of music ; but, alas, the 
cursed idea of endless woe has taken possession of him, 
and now I hear ringing in my ears his sighs, curses 
and groans. Thousands of believers in endless 
punishment can bear witness to its effect on the mind. 
The Kev. Mr. Marsden, an advocate of this system, in 
his life, describes in mournful language the horrid effects 
of the doctrine of endless woe upon the mind of his 
mother. He says : " I have known her to dash the Bible 
on the floor, and in an agony bordering upon frenzy, ex- 
claim — I am lost, I am lost forever — lost, lost, LOST." 
Let any one believe that he is to wear out the sun, the 
moon, and the stars, by his dolorous groans, with no 
prospect of relief, and if it will not send him, a mad- 
man, to the insane hospital, then it is because he is a 
stoic, and destitute of the feelings of our nature. 
You can read no work on insanity, but the doctrine of 
endless woe is mentioned as one of its prominent 
causes. Dr. Joseph Mason Cox, physician to the long- 
established asylum for lunatics in Bristol, in his 
treatise on insanity writes as follows : — 

" My experience has furnished many unhappy 
instances, in which the misplaced, injudicious zeal of 
preachers (of endless woe) has produced insanity of 
the most incurable species. Nothing is more cal- 
culated to depress hope and induce despondency, than 
the practice of describing the horrors of hell and the 
sufferings of the damned." This is the settled opinion 
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of Dr. Brigham, Dr. Woodward, and other officers 
connected with our insane hospitals. This last writer 
says in his report : "It is not Christianity that pro- 
duces insanity ; no, for this soothes and comforts the 
distressed soul, and restores the maniac to his right 
mind ; hut it is a mistaken view of Christianity, (the 
system of endless woe) that leads into the mazes 
of delusion, and shipwrecks the mind." 

The following statistics gathered from reports of 
officers in our insane hospitals, will speak for them- 
selves: " In the Hartford Asylum, Conn., in 1836, 
there were one hundred and three insane from intem- 
perance, and one hundred and ten from a helief in end- 
less punishment.' 7 In the Ohio Asylum, from intem- 
perance, thirty-two ; from endless woe, fifty-four. And 
of the ten insane hospitals in the United States, three 
hundred and seventy-four were made crazy hy a belief 
in endless misery. Did ever the gospel of Jesus de- 
throne reason ? No, it calmed the troubled waters, 
and restored the maniac to his right mind. 

LEADS TO SUICIDE. 

Dr. Brigham in his work on " Health, 7 ' says, 
14 Many in this country believe they have committed 
the unpardonable sin, and abandon themselves to de- 
spair, and often attempt to destroy their own lives. I 
have the particulars of about ninety cases of suicide 
from religious melancholy, which have occurred in six 
of the Northern States. I have heard of many more 
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cases of like character, and have seen accounts of 
others in the public papers, and have no doubt that if 
all the cases which have occurred could be known, the 
great number would as much surprise the friends of 
humanity, as did the first published accounts of the 
ravages of intemperance in this country.' ' 

In a work entitled " Orthodoxy As It Is," I find 
two hundred and eight murders, caused by a belief in 
endless misery. Richardson gives as a reason why 
some have taken their own lives, that by shortening 
their days their torments would be less. Like the 
bird that the venomous reptile charms, keeping his 
eye upon the terrible doom that awaits him, they rush 
into the very jaws of destruction. Pinel, as quoted 
by Dr. Brigham, gives the history of one who, " after 
hearing a sermon that convinced him he was to be for- 
ever damned, went home and killed his children to 
spare them from the same fate." Again, the same 
writer says : " A young mother believed herself to be 
forever lost, and for six months she was tormented by 
a desire to kill her children, to save them from the 
torments of another life." On Sunday, July 16, a 
poor laborer, on returning home, found two of his 
children motionless and lifeless. The unfortunate 
father, horror-struck at the spectacle, asked an ex- 
planation of his wife. She told him frankly, that she 
had taken their lives to save them from an exposure 
to endless woe ! I take the following from the New 
York Baptist Repository ; " On the 27th ult., Mrs. 
Lydia Herkimer, of Exeter, N. Y., put an end to the 
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existence of her child three months old. Her insanity 
proceeded from a gloomy state of mind, occasioned by 
imagining herself a reprobate, and the sentence of 
perdition stamped npon her eternal destiny." Again: 
Dr. Brigham remarks, that thirty oases' have come 
under his own observation, of persons deranged, leading 
the unhappy sufferers to kill, or attempt to kill, their 
children, believing they should thereby ensure the 
future happiness of their loved ones/' We call at- 
tention to one more case, to illustrate the dreadful 
effects of endless woe. A Mr. Butterfield, of Sumner, 
recently murdered his wife and two children, to save 
them from the torments of hell. He had become con- 
vinced, that by taking their lives, he would certainly 
secure their salvation. The circumstances under 
which he committed the fatal deed are as follows : 
"One day last month, whilst cutting wood at the 
door, his wife requested him to bring in an armful to 
replenish the fire. He did so, bringing with him also his 
axe. As he laid the wood down, he remarked, * Wife, 
I believe I must now kill you I ' and instantly wield- 
ed a blow at her head, the axe entering the back of 
the neck. He next flew at the boy, and buried the 
axe in his body ; he then killed a young daughter 
with one blow. An elder daughter in the house fled 
to the woods ; he followed her, but she concealed her- 
self, and escaped to give the alarm. On returning to 
the house, he found that his wife and one boy were 
not dead ; on the contrary, that the mother had suc- 
eeded, by the help of her mangled boy, in reaching the 
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bed, where she lay in her Wood. He renewed his at- 
tack, by burying the axe in his wife's head, and kill- 
ing the wounded boy. When the neighbors arrived, 
they found him piously surveying the murdered bodies 
of his household. He expressed no regret, but con- 
soled himself with the reflection that he had saved a 
part of his family from the torments of hell. As for 
himself, he had long known he was a reprobate ; he 
wished to live long enough to take the lives of his sur- 
viving children ; for if they continued to live they might 
commit the unpardonable sin, and suffer endless woe. 
To save them from such a fate, he felt that it was 
his duly to murder them, and thus secure their eternal 
salvation. ,, 

Such are the fruits of endless punishment. ! its 
ravages. How it brutalizes the heart — petrifies the 
soul — prostrates the affections — blunts the sensi- 
bilities — rouses the demon spirit — excites the 
passions — kindles the fagot — defaces God's image 
in man — crushes the fairest hopes — mocks the 
fondest aspirations — leads to wretchedness — misery 
— insanity — suicide — death ! 

THE PRACTICAL EFFECT. 

An elegant writer says : " The system of endless 
misery has allured millions into wicked practices, and 
is still doing the same abhorrent work every hour. It 
has encouraged to all sinful acts ever committed on 
earth. This very doctrine was the lying sermon 
preached to our first parents, " Ye shall not surely 
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re is a way provided whereby ye may com- 
. be saved from its just punishment. No 
you live, only be careful and die right, 
teal, aye, riot in sin, only repent before the 
s the body, and dart into boundless bliss, 
istice of her dues. This is what fills up 
L prisons ; go to the haunts of licentious- 
k the guilty inmates, •' why they sinned ?" 
exception, they will tell you, " Because 
sin would make us happy, and we were 
jpentance we could escape all punishment 11 
traint is taken away and the last prop to 
red* 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

STATISTICAL FACTO. 

1. The records of the "Rosine Association," of 
Philadelphia, for the reformation of abandoned fe- 
males, were examined a few years ago, and out of 
several hundred of cases, only one designated herself 
a Uhiversalist : and she, on being questioned by the 
Matron, proved to be very ignorant concerning the 
doctrine; all the rest were Catholics, Methodists, 
Presbyterians, &c. 

2. An official report of the prison in Toronto, C. 
W., gives us as the religions of its criminals in L857, 
918 Roman Catholics, 765 Episcopalians, 152 Presby- 
terians, 64 Methodists, 3 Baptists, and 8 Nothingarians 
— not one Universalist out of the entire number, 

.1910. 

3. The 27th annual report of the Eastern Peni- 
tentiary of Pennsylvania, (1856) thus classifies the 
convicts: 110 Methodists, 90 Roman Catholics, 65 
German Lutherans, 50 Presbyterians, 21 Episcopalians, 
14 German Reformed, 12 Baptists, 6 Friends, 4 each 
Christians, Disciples, French Protestant, Dutch Re- 
formed, and United Brethren, and one each, Menonist, 
Ranters, Israelites, and one Universalist, 
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4. The State Prisons of New York have been 
examined at various times to ascertain the religious 
opinions and connections of the convicts, and out of 
some 1,200 to 1,600 at each examination, not one Uni- 
versalist was found among them. Some years ago 
Br. J. M. Austin, of Auburn, was informed that a 
Methodist clergyman had asserted that there were, 
then, five Universalist clergymen in that prison. 
Letter in hand, he immediately called on the Eev. Mr. 
Morrill, (the Chaplain, and "orthodox,") when the 
following dialogue, in substance, took place : 

" Mr. Morrill, I hold a letter stating that there are 
five Universalist clergymen confined here. Are there 
five of that class in your walls ? " 

" No, sir." 

"Are there three?" 

" No." 

"Is there owe?" 

" There is not." 

" Do you know of one prisoner who professes Uni- 
versalism ? " 

" I have found none." 

" Are there any Methodists here? " 

" Yes." 

" Any clergymen of ihat denomination? " 

" Yes, several." 

"How many?" 

" There are (hesitating as if counting,) Jive here 
now,I believe." 

Lastly — for we must end somewhere; the State 
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Prison in Michigan has been examined several times 
for the same object, and while nearly all, if not all, 
the prisoners were found sound believers of the 
" salutary " doctrine of endless sin and woe, not one 
Universal^ was, at any time, to be found among 
them. 

When the great number of Universaliste (in New 
York especially) is considered, and the excessive pro- 
portion of " orthodox " prisoners is noted — we can 
see readily that Universalism is, indeed, a strong in- 
surance against vice and immorality — against crime, 
their general consequence, and the penitentiary, its 
its almost invariable result 

REDUCE3 RELIGION TO SORDID CALCULATION. 

My next objection to the system of endless punish- 
ment, rests upon the fact that it appeals to men's fears 
and passions to produce obedience. The Bev. Charles 
G. Phinney says : " The religion of the great mass of 
the Church is not the religion of love, but of fear." 
But John says: "Perfect love casteth out fear; he 
that feareth is not made perfect in love." Love and 
fear cannot exist together; and, as the doctrine of end- 
less woe is one of terror, and appeals to men's fears, 
it must be as far from the gospel as heaven is from 
earth. And yet, how often we are told, by those who 
believe in endless misery, that "if it were not for the 
fear of hell, they would riot in sin — drink their fill 
of it. As a man once told me, "if it were not for 
fear of endless punishment, he would lie, cheat and 
7 



110 OBJECTIONS TO THB 

steal." Bat an honest man would not. An obedience 
which is only produced by the fear of hell, is heart- 
less, vain and hypocritical. It has no merit, no virtue 
in it A person who obeys God through the fear of 
hell, acts from the lowest and most sordid motive. He 
is like the jaded horse, that will not go unless he is 
spurred. Take away the fear of hell, and he would 
not obey God. Then, if he abstains from sin, and 
serves God merely to escape punishment, what better 
is he at heart f No thanks to him for his virtue, for 
he has not got it ; and what good he does is through 
selfish motives, to escape hell. He does not serve God 
for what he is, but in consideration of what he expects 
in the next world. Like some in the days of Christ, 
who followed him for the fishes and loaves ; not be- 
cause they loved Christ, but because of the five loaves 
and two fishes. Take away these, and they would not 
have followed Christ. So if it were not for fear of hell, 
some say they would indulge in all manner of sin* 
Such will be indebted more to the fear of hell for their 
salvation, than to the goodness of God. I am of the 
opinion, however, of Dr. Clarke, " that if they go to 
heaven through the fear of hell, they will go there 
through the back door." I repudiate the two promi- 
nent motives which the doctrine of endless misery 
presents, to produce heart-felt obedience — the fear of 
hell on the one hand, and the hope of a reward on the 
other. If a man's obedience is not voluntary, " un- 
moved by threatenings or rewards," it is not acceptable 
to God. Do not tell me, " if it were not for the ex 
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pectation of a reward in heaven, you would not serve 
God," for it is not God you serve, but yourself. You 
act from the most sordid motives — the reward ; you 
work for the fishes and the loaves. Do not tell me 
" if it were not for the fear of hell, you would indulge 
in all kinds of sin," for if that is all that restrains 
you from sin, you are now " in the gall of bitterness 
and the bonds of iniquity." Watts, speaking of such 
as worship God through improper motives, says : 

" Their lifted eyes salute the skies, 
Their bended knees the ground, 
But God abhors the sacrifice 
Where not the heart is found." 

Then, when a man performs a certain routine of du- 
ties to be seen of men, or pretends to worship God 
through fear of hell, to escape punishment only, God 
looks upon him as a base hypocrite. When Nebuchad- 
nezzar erected upon the plains of Dura a golden image, 
and called upon all his subjects to worship that foolish 
idol, they came from all quarters, and prostrated them- 
selves before, and worshipped that senseless statue. 
Now, were there no sensible men in all Babylon ? 
Yes. There were three men of principle — Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego. They refused to worship that 
idol. But with this exception, the entire mass came 
in throngs, and fell down before an idol that could not 
hear, nor see, nor speak, nor think ; nor, in fact, do 
anything else. Why ! what was the cause of this sea 
of upturned faces, doing homage to this idol made 
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with hands ? Hark I A short distance from the idol, 
Nebuchadnezzar had a furnace, and he had heated this 
furnace seven times hotter than usual ; and when he 
bade all worship the image, he said : " Whoso does 
not fall down and worship it, shall be thrown alive into 
the burning furnace, the self same hour/' This was 
what produced this heartless service. They cared not 
a fig about the god. They feigned love for it when 
they detested it ; and had it not been for the fiery fur- 
nace, they would not have gone through the lip service 
of paying it homage. Such is the character of that 
worship which is produced through the fear of endless 
punishment. It says, " Serve me, or I will burn you 
to all eternity." Immaterial where you locate the fur- 
nace, whether in Babylon, Jerusalem, or the next 
world. If men worship God merely to escape hell, 
such service is vain and heartless. 



CHAPTEK XV. 

LEADS TO UNBELIEF. 

My next objection to endless punishment is, it tends 
to unsettle the mind, to destroy confidence in God, and 
to drive men into the dark night of Atheism. One 
class of Christians, having become disgusted with end- 
less woe, have embraced the belief that the wicked 
will be annihilated. This is preferable to endless suf- 
fering. But another class are so shocked with endless 
damnation, that they prefer to have no God than one 
they cannot love if they would. What is the cause of 
so much skepticism in the world ? I reply, the horri- 
ble belief of endless punishment. This its advocates 
admit The Kev. Mr. Hatfield, an Orthodox minister, 
says : " The fact that the Bible teaches the doctrine of 
endless misery, is the chief reason for their casting the 
Bible away." They find that the system of endless 
woe is contradicted on every page of nature ; and if 
the Bible teaches it, then they say it is a libel on the 
God of heaven. A system which is irreconcilable 
with reason and nature, men will reject. I never saw 
a sceptical man, but he regarded the doctrine of endless 
suffering as an insult to reason, and a libel upon the 
God of nature. The distinguished Dr. Lyman Beecher, 
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in a late work, says : " It is the belief that the Bible 
and the Calvinistic confessions, attach accountability 
and punishment to a natural impotency, which provokes 
and sustains three-fourths of the atheism and infidelity 
of our nation." This is the testimony of Dr. Beecher. 
Let it not be forgotten. Now hear Kev. Asa Shinn, 
of the Methodist Protestant Church. In his work, 
"On the Benevolence and Bectitude of the Supreme 
Being," page 231, we find the following: " It would 
be well to reflect upon the strong probability, that hun- 
dreds of Deists have been made by such horrible rep- 
resentations of future punishment, as caused them to 
receive the impression that the Christian religion rep- 
resents the God of nature as an Almighty tyranl. 
The doctrine tends to the increase and justification of 
infidelity. 99 Thus much for Mr. Shinn. Now 
hear the confession of a Deist. He says: "The 
Christian Church declares that the Bible teaches that 
God, in the future state, will endlessly torment myriads 
of the creatures whom the suggestions of his own wis- 
dom and benevolence called into being This charac- 
ter of the Deity is wholly incompatible with the 
teachings of the Book of Nature. This laying aside 
the numerous inconsistencies and absurdities which 
abound in the popular creed, is the principal reason 
for believing as I do." Dr. Kippis fiays of Lord Shafts- 
bury, an eminent scholar, "that amidst other difficul- 
ties which occurred to him with regard to the truth of 
the Christian Bevelation, he was startled at the idea of 
its containing the doctrine of the eternity of hell tor- 
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ments ; and he declared himself incapable of assenting 
to a system at variance with all the teachings of na- 
ture, and repuguant to the holiest feelings of the 
heart." 

Here is a fact to which I invite attention. All infi- 
del writers, in their works attacking the Bible, trace 
the cause of their scepticism to their education in the 
belief of endless punishment. They go upon the suppo- 
sition that the Bible teaches this dogma, — total 
depravity, election and reprobation ; and these doc- 
trines furnish them their principal weapons with which 
they war with the Bible. Bobert Dale Owen says, 
" he was brought up a Presbyterian of the strictest 
sect," and " the first thing that staggered his young 
credulity, was the doctrine of endless punishment." 
The Bev. Mr. Church, of Stafford, Conn., who re- 
nounced the Bible, says : "I believe the doctrine of 
ceaseless woe too repugnant to all the better feelings 
of human nature. I believe it cannot be made to 
harmonize with the attributes of a kind and merciful 
God. This doctrine, I believe, is taught in the Bible ; 
and, consequently, I cast it away, believing that it 
never came from a God of love, and that its teachings 
are unworthy of my regard." Thus I might quote the 
testimony of others, showing that the doctrine of end- 
less woe clothes God in robes of vengeance, traduces 
his amiable name, unsettles the mind, and leads to a 
distrust of the truth of Divine Bevelation. 



CHAPTEE XVI. 

ENDLESS PUNISHMENT NOT TAUGHT IN THE OLD 
TESTAMENT. 

My next objection to endless punishment rests upon 
the fact, that the most distinguished limitarian divines 
admit that it is not taught in the Old Testament Dr. 
Geo. Campbell and Dr. Jhan both assert that the Old 
Testament does not disclose a state of punishment be- 
yond the grave. Bishop Warburton says expressly, 
that " in the Jewish Eepublic, both rewards and pun- 
ishments promised by heaven were temporal. In no 
place in the Mosaic Institutes is there the least men- 
tion of rewards and punishments of another life." 
Dr. Paley says : " The Mosaic dispensation dealt alto- 
gether in temporal rewards and punishments." Prof. 
Mayer says : " It is evident to the careful reader, that 
both in the book of Job and in the Pentateuch, the 
divine judgment which is spoken of is always a judg- 
ment that takes place in this life, and the rewards 
which are promised the righteous, and the punishments 
that are threatened to the wicked, are such only as 
are meted out in the present state of being. 
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This is remarkable ! The doctrine of endless woe 
true, and not taught in the Old Testament, our ene- 
mies being judges. To the Jews were committed the 
" Oracles of God," and yet no allusion therein is made 
to endless sin and suffering. The Old Testament was 
the guide of the people for 4,000 years, and yet from 
it they could not learn endless punishment. Christ 
and his Apostles appealed to the Old Testament in de- 
fence of their doctrine, but never intimated that any 
prophet or patriarch taught endless damnation. Moses 
wrote the history of God's " dealings " with man for 
two thousand years. He wrote the account of crea- 
tion, from the smallest fish up to a whale, from the 
fly to the elephant, and from Dr. Clarke's monkey up 
to man ; but, strange to say, he writes nothing of the 
creation of an endless hell ! To Adam and Eve, Gcd 
revealed his law ; but not a lisp in regard to its viola- 
tion bringing upon them endless woe ! No such pen- 
alty was ever annexed to a single law of Moses, nor 
to any known law ever given by God to man. Cain 
was the first murderer, and his punishment was in 
the earth, and was greater than he could bear. But, 
if in addition to his punishment, God had threatened 
him with endless torture, his condition must have 
been insupportable. And, if Cain's punishment were 
endless, and the person that took the life of Cain was 
to receive seven-fold more, then it would take seven 
eternities for him to get through with it ! But it hap- 
pens no such punishment was ever threatened to man, 
in the Bible. David, " the sweet singer," never al- 
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luded to endless woe, but said, when Amnon, Ms 
wicked and disobedient son died in a state of intoxi- 
cation, " he was comforted concerning him, seeing he 
was dead.' 1 2 Sam. 13 : 39. He had no fears that 
his son was suffering the tortures of an endless hell ; 
if he had, he must have had a heart like adamant to be 
comforted in view of his situation. All are Univer- 
salists when they lose near friends. Solomon, the 
wisest of men, who spoke of all things, and wrote sev- 
eral hundred maxims, never alluded to endless punish- 
ment. Noah was " a preacher of righteousness," but 
never preached a word about endless torture. All the 
prophets warned the people about temporal judgments, 
but never about an endless hell ! Singular enough, if 
endless punishment is true, that a knowledge of it was 
withheld from the people for 4,000 years I What was 
the use of the prophets preaching if there were no 
endless hell from which to be rescued ? Some can 
hardly see what they could find to preach about if they 
knew nothing of endless punishment If the inspired 
prophets believed that the Jews and other nations were 
exposed to the tortures of an endless hell, why did 
they not spend some of their time in warning the peo- 
ple how to escape so horrible a place ? Ah ! they had 
no faith in endless punishment, and hence never 
preached it. So far from preaching unending woe, 
Peter says " they have spoken of the restitution of all 
things since the world began." The patriarchs taught 
that God would bless all nations and families in Christ. 
Isaiah proclaimed that " all the ends of the earth shall 



> 
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see the salvation of God," and "every knee bow, and 
every tongue confess that in the Lord they have right- 
eousness and strength." Isaiah 45 : 23. The prophet 
Jeremiah asserts — " The Lord will not cast off for- 
ever." Lam. 3 : 31. 

ENDLESS MISERY NEVER ALLUDED TO IN TBE PRAYERS 
OF INSPIRED MEN. 

My next objection to endless punishment rests upon 
the fact that no inspired man — no patriarch — no 
prophet — no apostle ever alluded to such a doctrine 
in their prayers ! Not one inspired saint ever prayed 
for deliverance from endless misery ! They never ex- 
pressed any fears of their going, or anybody else, to 
such a place as endless woe. They weep, as Christ 
did, over temporal miseries, but never in view of end- 
less suffering. They pray that men may be delivered 
from temporal calamities, but never from endless pun- 
ishment. They pray that they may be successful in 
battle, and be saved out of the hands of their enemies ; 
they pray, also, that they may be saved from famine, 
from disease, from premature death ; but never do they 
pray that they may be delivered from an endless hell. 
Job prayed that God would hide him in hell, — a far 
different prayer from those now offered up. Paul prays 
that we may be delivered from this present evil world, 
but not from endless punishment. Look at the Lord's 
prayer ! In this petition we are taught to pray for 
everything important, — for submission to God's will, 
for our daily bread, for a forgiving spirit, and for de- 
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liverance from present evil; but not a word about 
praying for deliverance from an endless hell ! Christ 
told his disciples to pray at the time of Jerusalem's 
destruction, " that their flight be not in the winter, 
nor on the Sabbath day." But he never told them to 
pray for an escape from endless punishment. Peter 
said to his brethren, " Save yourselves from this unto- 
ward generation ;" but he never said " Save yourselves 
from interminable tortures in a coming eternity." 
John said, " Eepent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand;" but he never said "Bepent, because you are 
in danger of going to hell." Paul said, " Believe on 
the Lord Jesus ;" but he never said " Believe in an 
eternal hell," for the word " hell " does not occur in 
his writings. The angel said, " Thou shalt call his 
name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their 
sins," — but not from endless woe. Men are called 
upon to cherish that " faith which is the substance of 
things hoped for," Heb. 11: 1, but never to cherish 
faith in endless misery, which is not, nor cannot be, 
prayed for or hoped for. The apostles assigned as a 
reason why they suffered reproach was, that " they 
trusted in the living God, who is the Saviour of all 
men;" but they never intimated that they endured 
persecution for tearing the hearts of men by the thun- 
derbolts of unending damnation, for it was the Phari- 
sees, the believers in endless woe, who persecuted the 
apostles and hung Christ to a tree, for teaching a 
doctrine the reverse, at which they were astonished. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

HEATHEN IN ITS ORIGIN. 

My next objection to the dogma of endless punish- 
ment, rests upon a historical fact, viz : " It is of 
Heathen origin." Keeping in mind the united tes- 
timony of ten Commentators, that endless woe is not 
taught in the Old Testament, I will now prove, by a ref- 
erence to the writings of ancient philosophers, that the 
notion of endless suffering originated with the heathen. 
1. Socrates, a Pagan philosopher, says : " There are 
two ways appointed for human souls at their departure 
from the body ; the vicious go to a subterranean and 
gloomy region ; the good ascend to those gods from 
whom they derived their being." In this, Socrates 
contradicts the Bible, for that says, " all go unto the 
same place." Eccl. 3 : 20. Again : " Then shall the 
dust return to the earth as it was, but the spirit unto 
God who gave it." Eccl. 12 : 8. Here we prove that 
the notion that there are two places for human souls 
to go to at their departure from the body, is of heathen 
origin. 

2. Dionysius says : " The habitation of the unfor- 
tunate is a dark place, to which the wicked descend 
after they are disengaged from the body." But where 
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3d prophet say that the unfortunate 
% place of punishment, where they will 
>rld without end ? Nowhere. 
% Greek historian, says : " The whole 
rial torments was contrived by heathen 
the sake of the populace, to terrify 
Mice ; but if a society could be formed 
ralike those who serve God through the 
punishment,] such a system would not 
But since the multitude of heathen are 
capricious, full of lawless passions, 
left to keep them in order but by the 
re punishment ; on which account the 
in my opinion, with great judgment, 
rived to bring those notions (of future 
bo the popular belief." Here this an- 
o lived before Christ, states that the 
& punishment is a contrivance of the 
> expressly to frighten the heathen 




s : u It is impossible to govern women, 
dy of the people, and keep them pious 
f philosophy. This can only be done by 
;ods, which is raised and supported by 
This apparatus of ancient mythol- 
hne employed by heathen law-makers, 
into the childish imagination of the 
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ters of their gods, and the fictions of infernal torments ; 
bat still they considered it as necessary for the uses of 
the government. It was, therefore, on this account 
that the ancients invented their infernal punishments 
of the dead, to keep the wicked in some awe in this 
life, who, without them, would have no dread of death 
itself." Here, then, we discover ihe origin of endless 
punishment It was an invention of the heathen, con- 
trived expressly to frighten the multitude, and to strike 
terror into the imagination of the people. Here we 
have " Moses and the Prophets " on the one hand, ad- 
vocating the " restitution of all things," and on the 
other the heathen priests, proclaiming the doctrine of 
endless hell torments 1 Which shall we believe ? 

My next objection to endless punishment, rests upon 
the fact that Christ bade his disciples to beware of this 
heathen system. In Matt. 16 : 12, he says: "Beware 
of the Doctrine of the Pharisees." It is well known 
that the Pharisees believed in endless misery. 
They learned this God-dishonoring, soul-petrifying 
doctrine of the heathen, during their captivity in 
Babylon, five hundred years before Christ Dr. George 
Campbell says : " As the Jews began to have a closer 
intercourse with the heathen, they insensibly imbibed 
many of their sentiments;' 7 and among all the abomi- 
nations they learned of the heathen, that of endless 
damnation is the most horrid. And of all the evils 
that ever escaped Pandora's box, that of endless pun- 
ishment is the most dreadful ! It has been the curse 
of the world. It is at war with every attribute of 
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Deity, at war with the spirit of Christianity, and at 
war with the best desires of angels and men. It has 
deluged the earth in blood ! It has led nations to 
wage war, and destroy each other with more than sav- 
age ferocity. Look at China 1 Look at the festival 
of Juggernaut — the Crusaders — the massacres of 
St Bartholomew, of the Mexicans and the Peruvians 
— the fires of the Inquisition ! Look at bloody Mary's 
reign — Cranmer — Calvin — the Druids. Look at 
Ireland — at Spain. Look at the forefathers on 
Plymouth Bock, boring the ears and tongues of Qua- 
kers with a red-hot iron. In short, look everywhere, 
and you will see the vitiating, corrupting, God-dishon- 
oring, soul-petrifying doctrine of endless hell torments, 
prowling the world, crushing the fairest hopes, " ren- 
dering, 7 ; as Saurin says, " society irksome, nourish- 
ment insipid, pleasure disgustful, and life itself a cruel 
bitter." This dogma has veiled tho universe in 
.sack-cloth, hung the heavens in mourning, converted 
happy nations into deserts, and made our beautiful 
world one vast slaughter-house, drenched with the tears 
and blood of millions. In view of this abomination, 
which has been pouring its streams of torment in upon 
our world, more bitter than wormwood or gall, I cease 
to wonder Christ said " Beware of the doctrine of the 
Pharisees" From the very depths of my soul, I de- 
test it. I loathe it as I do the fangs of a most poison- 
ous viper. 



CHAPTEE XVIII. 



DR. DEWEY'S OPINION. 



" You are a father. An infant being is laid in your 
arms. It was born in the morning, and died in the 
evening. For that day's life, do you believe — its un- 
happy fate linked to Adam, and settled by the fiat 
of election — that it must meet the eternal doom? 
You will say " No," perhaps ; " responsibility does 
not begin so soon." When, then, does it begin? Is 
it at two years old, or five, or ten ? Fix any time, or 
let the time be when it will, the day has come ; and 
now and henceforth it must answer to the everlasting 
future ; nay, an eternity may depend on the probation 
of an hour. For, in an hour it may die, or in a week, 
or a month it may die ; and your lovely child that is 
taken from you, you cannot say' perhaps that it was a 
Christian — a regenerate soul. Passions were break- 
ing out from time to time, which had been nursed in 
infancy, and which it had not learned to control. It 
was lovely, perhaps, and full of promise ; but you 
could not say, that in it had yet appeared the charac- 
ter, conversion or hope of a Christian. But it has 
gone ; the Infinite Father has taken it ; and what has 
he done with it ? Cast that frail and tender life, for 
8 
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its week's or month's probation, into outer darkness, 
where is weeping and wailing, and gnashing of teeth 
forever ! For that week's or month's experience — 
ignorant, unconscious, unknowing of the unutterable 
peril — cast that poor child, torn and trembling from 
its mother's arms, upon a doom, upon a misery that is 
to grow and increase forever and ever. There is not a 
parent's heart that would not break at the thought if 
it were brought home to it And may not that inter- 
pret something of the Infinite Parent's pity for his 
children ? And I say, if you cannot believe that a 
month's probation, neither can you believe that this 
frail life can draw after it such an irreversible doom. 
At any rate, this dreadful idea of endless punishment 
falls when tried upon that issue." 

DR. WHITTEMORE'S OPINION. 

" Ie it not the great aim of the partialist clergy of 
the present age, to make the people distrust the goodness 
of God ? What is the burden of their preaching but 
'the wrath of God,' 'hell torments,' 'eternal burn- 
ings,' 'unpardonable sins,' and such like? We do 
not hesitate to say that the great object of their preach- 
ing is to make men believe they are in danger — in 
danger of what God will do unto them — in danger of 
some undefinable but tremendous evil in future. Fol- 
low these clergy to the bed of sickness. Here, where 
(above all other places) consolation is needed, they 
pursue the same object. See that young woman. In 
health, peace sat enthroned upon her brow — joy at- 
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tended her wherever she went. But the destroyer has 
come. She is conscious of her immediate dissolution ; 
her mind is serene, and her confidence in her Maker's 
goodness is firm. See the man of God, as he calls 
himself, approach that sacred scene. In hoarse and 
hollow tones he inquires, • Are you prepared to die ?' 
' Have you made your peace with God V Her serenity 
and conscious innocence are denounced as carnal secur- 
ity ; and she is told to repent or she will he damned 
forever. My God ! is this a minister of Jesus Christ ? 
See despair flash from her eye ; hear the out-breaking 
moan ; see the palpitation of the torn heart, and the 
tears coursing down the swollen cheek. In the house 
of death, at funerals, the same means are adopted to 
break up the strong confidence of the heart, and weak- 
en it with distrust As though the loss of friends 
were not sufficiently painful, these self-styled men of 
God must pervert the very religion designed to give 
comfort to men, and inflict a deeper wound." 

LORD BACOX'S VIEW.-HOW PREACHERS FETTER THE 
SOUL. 

" Look abroad over the world, and ask yourselves 
who is it that has accomplished all that has stimulated 
man to search, investigate, and seek out from nature 
the secrets which advance his mind and give to his 
soul the first gleam of hope everlasting ? Has it been 
the priesthood ? Has it been the ministers of God ? 
No ; for they have tortured the chosen spirits of every 
age when they have differed from them in form or tenet 
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They have barred up all outlets of human enterprise 
and knowledge, unless it conformed to their dictum. 
They have sent their hirelings into every household, 
and have bound on the rack the good and true, the 
aged and young, when they have differed one iota from 
the severe laws they have laid down for the rule of 
man. Not content with driving man to despair in 
life, they have sent his spirit howling into the spheres, 
with their anathemas following him like an accursed 
spirit when he reached there. They pretend to minis- 
ter to a mind diseased, but they have made the death- 
bed a dice-box, by which the everlasting happiness of 
some good man was cast on the hazard of their ap- 
proval. Alas ! for the priesthood ! Alas ! when they 
pretend to teach man the destiny of his soul I" 



CHAPTEE XIX. 

SETS UP PRESUMPTUOUS CLAIMS. 

Its advocates are heard to say that they are specially 
called to the work of the ministry, and that the people 
must receive them as God's annointed messengers. 
Allow their claim, and they are infallible, and a drag- 
chain put to all investigation. God speaks through 
them, and it must not be intimated they are wrong. 
But are they all called ? Let us see. The Catholic 
priest is called to consign the entire Protestant Church 
to hell for not looking through the Pope's eyes. But 
antong the piebald sects of the Protestant world, they 
set up the same presumptuous claims. The Church- 
man asserts that no man is duly authorized to preach 
the gospel except such as are received by apostolic suc- 
cession. The Primitive Baptist says he is specially 
called to preach up the system of election and repro- 
bation. The Methodists say they are called to coun- 
teract the influence of such a baneful doctrine by 
preaching a free salvation for all. The Baptists, of all 
shades, say they are called to preach that Baptism by 
immersion is the only way into the Christian Church ; 
while the other sects say they are called to preach 
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sprinkling as valid. Thus these sects wrangle and 
back-bite, and refuse to fellowship with one another ; 
and yet they are supernaturally called to preach the 
gospel ! Yes, they are as much called as were the 
builders of the Tower of Babel. 

THE SYSTEM DECEPTIVE. 

The advocates of endless punishment well know 
that the English word Hell is a translation from the 
words "Sheol, Hades, Tartarus, and Gehenna" Now, 
when, have they instructed their people that these 
words have different meanings in the original ? Do 
they not seek to impress upon the mind that Sheol and 
Hades mean a place of punishment ? And yet, Dr. 
Elex. Campbell says, " No scholar ever affirmed that 
Sheol or Hades mean a place of endless misery, for 
these are to be destroyed." Why do preachers with- 
hold from the people such information ? Do they dare 
read to their congregations the admission of eminent 
Commentators touching the meaning of Sheol or Hades, 
in the original ? Would it be for their interests to 
read the following extract, from the writings of that 
great Presbyterian Commentator, Dr. George Campbell. 
Hear him : 

'* As to the word hades, which occurs in eleven 
places in the New Testament, and is rendered hell in 
all except one, where it is translated grave, it is quite 
(fommon in classical authors, and frequently used by 
the Seventy in the translation of the Old Testament. 
In my judgment, it ought never in Scripture to be 
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rendered heM, at least in the sense whereiix that word 
is now universally understood by Christians. In the 
Old Testament, the corresponding word is sheol, which 
signifies the state of the dead in general, without re- 
gard to the goodness or badness of the persons, their 
happiness or misery. In translating that word, the 
Seventy have almost invariably used hades. The state 
is always represented under those figures which suggest 
something dreadful, dark, and silent, about which the 
most prying eye and listening ear can acquire no in- 
formation. The term hades is well adapted to express 
this idea. To this the word hell, in its primitive sig- 
nification, perfectly corresponded ; for at first it de- 
noted only what was sacred or concealed. This word 
is found with little variation of form, and precisely in 
the same meaning in all the Teutonic dialects. ° ° ° 
It is very plain, that neither in the Septuagint version 
of the Old Testament, nor in the New, does the word 
hades convey the meaning which the present English 
word hell, in the Christian usage, always conveys to 
our minds." 

Do the Methodists know that their Dr. Clarke says : 
"The word hell, in our version, conveys an improper 
meaning of the original " ? 

Do they know that he, and with him the most learned 
Commentators, explain many of the threatenings pre- 
cisely as Universalists do ? 

For example, take the following passage : " Except 
ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish." Do not com- 
mon preachers quote this in favor of endless woe ? 
And yet, they know, or ought to, that not one respect- 
able Commentator refers it to a future state ? They 
know the word perish, neither in the Bible nor in com- 
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mon parlance of language, has any allusion to suffering 
in a future state. Take a few examples. When Bon- 
aparte led his army over the Alps, the poet says : 

"Alas, they have per ished in far hilly regions." 

Did he mean they had gone to hell ? When the mother, 
wandering through the drifting snow on the mountains 
of Vermont, felt the frost of death was in her eye, 
and her cheek was cold, and hard and pale, she ex- 
claimed : 

"If I must perish save my child." 

Did she mean she was going to hell ? 

Take some Bible examples. The prophet says: 
" The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to 
heart.' ' That is, according to preachers, " the right- 
eous go to hell, and no man layeth it to heart." What 
a pity ! The demons besought Christ that he would 
allow them to enter a herd of swine, which, being 
granted, " they rushed down a steep place and perished 
in the sea." So, if to "perish " means to suffer end- 
less misery, the swine went to hell. 

Preachers of hell fire are very fond of quoting, 
" He that believes shall be saved, and he that believeth 
not shall be damned." Here they stop ; but Vhy not 
continue the quotation, which reads — "And these 
signs shall follow them that believe. In my name 
shall they cast out devils — speak with new tongues — 
lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover ; and if 
they drink any deadly poison it shall not hurt them," 
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&c. ? Now, if they are specially called, it is strange 
the "signs do not follow them" Let one of these 
self-styled believers hold out his tongue, and let me 
pour one drop of poison from a vial on it, and if it does 
not skin it I will give up. 

The priests of this age are in the habit of quoting 
part of a passage, and keeping back any portion that 
does not suit their purpose. Dr. Lyman Beecher, once 
in a discourse, attempted to prove that the second com- 
ing of Christ is a future event. In support of his 
position, he quoted Matt. 25 : 27 — " The Son of Man 
shall come in the glory of his Father, with his angels, • 
and then he shall reward every man according to his 
work." " Verily, verily." •' Ahem ! ahem I" — and 
ceased quoting the passage through by saying " An. 
other Evangelist says 'so and so. 1 " He knew well, 
if he quoted the passage entire, it would have knocked 
in the head the very doctrine he was attempting to es- 
tablish. The passage he commenced quoting but did 
not finish, reads: " Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
there be some standing here which shall not taste of 
death till they see the Son of Man coming in his king- 
dom." Was not this handling the word of God 
deceitfully ? 

It is d well known fact that preachers are in the 
habit of quoting certain phrases and passages which 
are spurious. They tell the people of " endless mis- 
ery," "eternal death," "an eternal hell," "the 
finally impenitent," &c. Not one of these phrases 
can be found in the Bible. They also tell the people, 
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"As death leaves us, so judgment will find us;" 
" there is no repentance in the grave ;" " no change 
after death ;" " it is appointed to all men to die, and 
after death cometh the judgment,' ' &c. I defy them 
to find such language in the Bible. It is all spurious, 
and palmed upon the people as Scripture. Deplorable 
must be the condition of. a community that will allow 
its teachers to thus impose upon them. Cease to fol- 
low blind leaders, or perish in the last ditch. " My 
people," says God, " are destroyed for lack of know- 
edge." This is true even now. 



CHAPTEK XX. 

THE SPIRIT OF THE DOCTRINE. 

We cut the following from a Presbyterian work, 
which is now being circulated to convince us poor 
heretics that God is not so good as we suppose He is. 
There may be some who can shut their eyes, and open 
their mouths, and swallow it down in one dose, but 
for us we beg to be excused. If the writer should 
talk about fiends, as he does about saints, it would be 
a defamation of their character. But to the extract. 
Speaking of the saints, he says : 

" No pity shall be shown them, (the wicked,) from 
their nearest relations in heaven. The godly wife 
shall applaud the justice of the Judge in the con- 
demnation of her ungodly husband. The godly hus- 
band shall say Amen to the damnation of her who lay 
in his bosom. The godly parents shall say Hattelvjak 
at the passing of the sentence against their ungodly 
child, and the godly child shall, from the bottom of 
his heart, approve the damnation of his parents, the 
father who begot him, and the mother who bore him." 

We had read of barbarians dancing around their 
captive enemies, while burning, but history does not 
blacken their character by representing them so heart- 
less as rejoicing over the miseries of their nearest re- 
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lations. It seems by going to heaven, the saints ex- 
change a heart of flesh for one of stone I ! how 
changed! In our simplicity, we have supposed that 
when we enter heaven, our love is increased, but if 
the above is true, the saints lose all their pity and 
sympathy for their dearest friends. We thought the 
Gospel required men to imitate Jesus — to feel for the 
afflicted — to pity the distressed, and exercise love 
even to enemies. But, alas ! in heaven "they are so 
destitute of sympathy, that they can sing hallelujahs 
in view of the sufferings of their nearest relations. 
My God ! can any thing be more diabolical ? Think 
of parents rejoicing over the miseries of their off- 
spring ? How sadly changed ? And is this the spirit 
of heaven ? Esther asked — ' How can I endure to 
see the destruction of my kindred ? ' but the saints 
can endure to see the endless agonies of their nearest 
relations. But worse than this. The above extract 
represents husbands gloating over the sufferings of 
their wives — children chuckling as they hear the 
shrieks of honored parents. ! merciful Saviour, 
how unlike Thee, who art the same, kind, tender, and 
compassionate, to-day and forever. If the above is 
true, that the saints are to rejoice over the torments 
of their friends, what do we gain by exchanging earth 
for heaven ? 

1. The mother is told that all the pity — all the 
love she ever possessed for her child on earth, will be 
banished from her bosom in heaven — the wife is to 
say, amen to the damnation of her bosom companion. 
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! how changed into worse than fiends ? Do I ex- 
aggerate the matter ? God forgive me, if I do, for 
that is needless. Edwards says : " The sight of hell 
torments will exalt the happiness of the saints for- 
ever." Dr. Hopkins caps the climax of the diabolical 
pyramid by saying, " Should the fire of eternal 
punishment ever cease, it would put an end to a great 
part of the happiness and glory of the blessed." 
Here these saints are represented as finding their 
chief delight in gloating over the endless agonies of 
their nearest relations. One writer calls this a 
" heavenly disposition." If so, what would be a 
hellish one ? If a man were to possess such a dis- 
position as these saints in heaven are represented to 
possess, all the demons of earth would spurn him as a 
spotted leper. Think of the holiest ties sundered in 
heaven. Think of the parent exulting, fiend like, 
over the unceasing torture of their children, &c. ? 
How does these saints now relish the prospects ? In 
this world, they are so affectionate, as to embrace 
their unconverted friends in their arms, and even im- 
print the kiss of affection upon their cheek ? But, 
alas ! in heaven they lose their pity — their fine feel- 
ings — their sympathies, and become so scarred — so 
fiendish, as to sing hallelujahs in view of the damna- 
tion of their nearest relations. 7 Dear me ! how 
changed ! Ah, if such were the spirit which the in- 
habitants here exercised towards one another, how 
soon would the earth be drenched in blood. ! thou 
preacher of such a dogma ! dost thou dare give us a 
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practical exemplification of your doctrine ? If so, go 
and stand by the dying bedside of your unconverted 
child — witness his agonies — his death throes now ; 
as you expect to gloat over his miseries in hell, com- 
mence the song now — give us now a foretaste of your 
heaven. Now dance around his bed of pain ; now 
sing paeans of joy in view of his prospective damna- 
tion ; now swell the chorus of praise as you imagine 
the smoke of his torment ascending up from the pit 
of hopeless despair. Do you say you cannot begin the 
heavenly employment of exulting over your child's 
wretchedness in this world ? But when do you ex- 
pect to feast upon his endless agonies? Ah! I see 
you hold to a change after death — when you enter 
heaven, you will lose your pity, and be transformed 
into an infernal fiend, and then with every fibre of 
your malignant heart gratified, you are prepared to 
shout, " glory! glory!" exulting and laughing over 
the endless ruin of your nearest kindred. Immortal 
God ! is this the spirit of heaven ! If so, you are 
welcome to it, I do not envy you your seat. Lord 
grant that the arch-angers trump may not awaken me 
from my peaceful slumber to be the companion of 
fiends and devils — for humanity's sake forbid it 

CONVERTS MOTHERS INTO FIENDS. 

Spurgeon, the Baptist ranter in London, in a late 
sermon in speaking of a converted mother and un- 
converted son in another world, made the following 
declaration : 
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" But now your mother says, Now my eon, it is 
changed. I can weep no more now, for I am glorified. 
I can pray no more for you now, for prayers are use- 
less here. You are justly lost. You are damned, 
and I must say Amen to your condemnation." 

And this, with some people, goes under the name of 
Christianity. All Pagandom cannot produce a re- 
presentation more abominable and absolutely fiendish. 
God have mercy on any mother converted into the 
cherishing of such a spirit! What must she be? 
The New Covenant well inquires : — 

" Is there a mother in existence who can believe 
that admission to heaven will effect so horrible a trans- 
formation as this ? Can any one so stultify himself as 
to credit for a moment the supposition that the trans- 
fer from earth to heaven will root out the undying 
love of a mother, and lead her to say '* amen " to the 
endless torture of her child ? Could hell itself with 
all its demoralizing influences, as popularly believed 
in, render her more fiend-like ? The mother would 
say " Amen" to the' torment of her child, and so 
would Mr. Spurgeon's devil ! Wherein then would 
they differ in their feelings ? Both reconciled to the 
endless perdition of her child, and both the mother 
and the devil rejoicing over it ! What blasphemy. 
We marvel that even so coarse a man as Spurgeon, 
who has doubtless known the sanctity and blessedness 
of a mother's love, does not shudder at uttering such 
revolting blasphemy.' * 

BISHOP NEWTON ON ENDLESS MISERY. 

" Nothing can be more contrary to the divine nature 
and attributes, than for a God all-wise, all-powerful, 
and all-perfect, to bestow existence on any being 
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whose destiny lie forsees and foreknows, must termi- 
nate in wretchedness and misery, without recovery or 
remedy, without respite or end. God is love, and he 
would rather have not given life, than render that life 
a torment and a curse to all eternity. Imagine such 
a state of misery you may, but you can never serious- 
ly believe it, nor reconcile it with God and goodness. 17 
— Newton's Works, v. 6, London Edition, 1787. 

Bishop Newton was one of the most eminent Eng- 
lish Episcopalian clergymen of his day. Erom his 
position, his views should have great weight with 
Episcopalians, and indeed with all who have hereto- 
fore acquiesced in the belief in endless punishment. 
It will be seen that he plainly repudiates that un- 
reasonable and heartless doctrine. 



CHAPTER XXI 

IT8 FRUITS 

If we can judge a tree by its fruits, that of endless 
punishment is the most poisonous that ever grew. All 
the persecutions of earth originated in the principles 
of this dogma. Forty millions of persons have been 
put to death since the days of Christ, for no crime, 
except for heresy. Look at John Calvin's treatment 
of hcretica He thirsted for their blood. After 
glutting his vengeance by burning to death Servetus 
over a slow fire, Calvin wrote a book entitled, " A 
faithful account of the errors of Servetus, in which it 
is proved that heretics aught to be restrained by the 
sword." The Marquis having rendered essential ser- 
vice to Calvin, in detecting Servetus and bringing him 
to the stake, he received his thanks in the following 
words ; ** Honor, glory and riches shall be the reward 
of your pains ; but above all do not fail to rid the 
country of those zealous scoundrels, who stir up the 
people to revolt against us. Such monsters should be 
exterminated, as I have exterminated Michael Sei°- 
vetus." 

Such was John Calvin, who could burn hereties in 
imitation of the god he worshipped. In 1650, his 
9 
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disciples, filled with the spirit of his creed, committed 
the greatest outrage on humanity ever known in a 
Christian country ! In order to prosecute the work of 
blood and slaughter, they even robbed the dead of 
their leaden coffins to make bullets to shoot their 
living brethren. The heart turns sick at the recital 
of their horrid deeds. In this bloody work, they 
burnt 25,000 churches, and murdered 5,000,000 
Catholics ! 

Look at the reign of Queen Mary. She justified 
herself in burning the bodies of heretics, on the ground 
that God would burn their souls to all eternity. Such 
are thy fruits, horrid Moloch of endless damnation ! 

But look at the effect of this dogma upon our 
Puritan fathers. They persecuted the innocent 
Quakers with more than savage ferocity, although 
they fled from England to escape religious persecution 
themselves. No sooner than they arrived on Plymouth 
Kock, than they cut out the tongues of Quakers, and 
bored through their ears with a red hot iron. In 
July, 1656, a ship anchored in Boston harbor ; it was 
soon understood that two female Quakers, Mary 
Pisher and Ann Austin were on board. These in- 
human tyrants had not the patience to wait till these 
innocent, helpless females set their feet on American 
ground — they dragged them from the ship to the 
shore, stripped them naked, and " they were so 
shamefully misused," Lowell says, "that modesty 
forbids to mention it." After being whipped and im- 
prisoned for six weeks, they were sent back to Eng- 
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land, their beds and Bibles being taken from them for 
the jailor's fees. Mary Clark upon her knees, with 
tears in her eyes, begged these, demons in human 
form, to refrain from shedding innocent blood, for 
which pious act she was whipped by the common 
hangman, after being stripped naked. The whip was 
a threefold cord, says the historian, as thick as a man's 
finger, with three knots tied to the end of it. After 
having received twenty-five lashes on the bare back, 
with this knotted cord, she was thrown into prison 
during a long cold winter. To this inhuman treatment 
was added banishment and death. All this was done 
by the pious believers in endless damnation, under the 
influence of their horrid dogma. Such are the fruits 
of that distilled essence of cruelty — endless misery. 
And I call upon any man to look through the pages of 
history, and they will see the hands of its believers 
dyed in innocent blood. Look at the cruel butcheries 
of the past, the dungeon, the rack, the faggot, the 
scourge, the inquisition, the massacres, the wars — 
waged in the name of an endless hell — in short, look 
everywhere: see Universalists deprived by law of 
their civil rights, and ask if a doctrine frought with 
such effects can be of God! " By its fruits ye shall 
know it. I speak as to wise men ; judge ye what I say." 

AN AWFUL FEATURE. 

Grant for a moment the truth of the conception of 
hell as a physical world of fiery torture full of the 
damned. Suppose the scene of probation all wound 
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up and over, hell filled with its prisoners shut up, 
banished and buried in the blackest deeps of space. 
Can it be left there forever ? Can it be that the roar 
of its furnace shall rage on, and the wail of the 
execrable anguish ascend eternally ? Endeavor to 
realize in some faint degree what those questions mean, 
and then answer. If any one can find it in his heart 
or in his head to say yes, and can gloat over the idea, 
and wish to have it continually brandished in terro- 
rem over the heads of the people, we feel tempted . to 
declare that he of all men comes nearest to deserving 
to be the victim of such a fate ! An unmitigated 
hell of concentrated depravity, pain and horror, would 
be Satan's victory and God's defeat, for that is Satan's 
very wish, while God's essential aim must be the pre- 
valence of blessed goodness. If such a world of fire, 
crowded with the writhing damned, ever existed at 
all, could the saved be happy and passive in heaven 
when the muffled shrieks of their brethren, faint from 
distance, fell on their ears ? no ! In tones of love 
and pity, that would melt the very mountains, they 
would plead with God to pardon the lost no ! 
Many a mourning lover would realize the fable of the 
Thracian poet who wandered into Hades searching for 
his Eurydice : many a heroic son would emulate the 
legend of the Grecian god who burst through the iron 
walls of Tartarus, and rescued his mother, the unfor- 
tunate Semele, and led her in triumph up to heaven. 
Could the angels be contented when they contem- 
plated the far off lurid orb and knew the agonies 
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that fed its conscious conflagration? Their gentle 
bosoms would be racked with commisserating pangs ; 
they would fly down and hover around that anguished 
world, to moisten its parched tongues with the 
dropping of their sympathetic tears, and to cool its 
burning brows with the fanning of their spotless 
wings. Could Christ be satisfied ? he that once was 
rich, but for our sakes became poor ? he whose loving 
soul breathed itself forth in the tender words, 
" Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest ? " he that poured his 
blood on Judea's awful summit — be satisfied ? Not 
until he had tried the efficacy of ten thousand times 
ten thousand fresh crucifixions, on as many new 
Calvaries, would he rest 

Could God suffer it ? God ! with the full rivers of 
superfluous bliss rolling around thy throne, couldst 
thou look down and hear thy creatures calling thee 
Father, and see them plunging in a sea of fire, eter- 
nally — eternally — eternally — and never speak the 
pardoning word ? Oh it would not be like thee, but 
like thine adversary, to do thai Not so, oh not so, 
wouldst thou do. But if Satan had millions of prodi- 
gals, snatched from the fold of thy family, shut up 
and tortured in hell, paternal yearnings after them 
would fill thy heart Love's smiles would light the 
dread abyss where they groan. Pity's tears would 
fall over it, shattered by the radiance into gleaming 
rainbows. And through that illumination Thou 
wouldst descend, marching beneath the arch of its 
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triumphal glories to the rescue of thy children ! Thus 
wouldst thou do, Oh God, and we rest in hope, he- 
cause we know that «• Thou will not leave our souls 
in hell." 

LIFE HAZARDOUS. 

If the common doctrine of eternal damnation he 
true, then surely no more children should he brought 
into the world ; it is a duty to let the race die out and 
cease. He that begets a child, forcing him to run the 
fearful risk of human existence, with every probability 
of being doomed to hell at the close of earth, commits 
a crime, before whose endless consequences of horror 
the guilt of fifty thousand deliberate murders would 
be as nothing. For, be it remembered, an eternity in 
hell is an infinite evil, and therefore the crime of 
thrusting such a fate on a single child, with the un- 
asked gift of being, is a crime admitting of no just 
comparison. Eather than populate an everlasting hell 
with human vipers and worms, a hell whose fires, all 
alive with ghastly shapes of iniquity and wriggling 
anguish, shall swell with a vast accession of fresh 
recruits from every generation, rather than this, let 
the sacred lights on the marriage altar go out, no more 
bounding forms of childhood be seen in cottage or 
hall, the race grow old, thin out, and utterly perish, 
all happy villages be overgrown, all regal cities 
crumble down, and this world roll among the silent 
stars henceforth a globe of blasted deserts and rank 
wildernesses, resonant only with the moaning shrieks 
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of the wind, the yells of wild beasts, and the thunder's 
crash. 

There is one more conclusion of moral duty de- 
ducible from the prevalent theory of infinite torment. 
It is this. God ought not to have permitted Adam to 
have any children. Let us not seem presumptuous 
and irreverent in speaking thus. We are merely 
reasoning on the popular theory of the theologians, 
not on any supposition of our own or on any truth ; 
and by showing the absurdity and blasphemy of the 
moral consequences and duties flowing from that 
theory, the absurdity, blasphemy and incredibility of 
the theory itself appear. We are not responsible for 
the irreverence, but they are responsible for it who 
charge God with the iniquity that we repel from his 
name. If the sin of Adam must entail total de- 
pravity and an infinite penalty of suffering on all his 
posterity, who were then certainly innocent because 
not in existence, then we ask, why did not God cause 
the race to stop with Adam, and so save all the need- 
less and cruel woe that would otherwise surely be 
visited on the lengthening line of generations ? Or, 
to go still further back, why did he not, foreseeing 
Adam's fall, refrain from creating even him. There 
was no necessity laid on God of creating Adam. No 
evil would have been done by omitting to create him. 
An infinite evil, multiplied by the total number of the 
lost, was done by creating him. Why then was he 
not left in peaceful nonentity ? On the Augustinian 
theory, there is no way of escaping this awful 
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dilemma. Who can answer the question which rises 
to heaven from the ahyss of the damned ? 

'•Father of mercies! Why from silent earth 
Didst thou awake and curse me into birth ? 
Push into being a reverse of thee, 
And animate a clod with misery?" 

BELIEF IN HELL. 

Dr. T. Clapp, in his recent autobiography, says, 
and he ought to know, for he preached Presbyterian- 
ism fifteen or twenty years in New Orleans, that 
" The doctrine of endless woe, as I believe, since its 
first promulgation has never prevented a single sin, a 
single species of crime, nor reformed a single sinner. 
On the contrary, it has operated immeasurably to 
multiply and increase the very mischief it was intend- 
ed to suppress. lb has contributed more than all 
other corruptions of Christianity combined to swell 
that tide of vice, crime and immoralities which for 
ages has rolled its dark and troubled billows, foul as 
the recesses of the Stygean pit, across the foot-stool of 
Jehovah. To me it seems more corrupting than any 
other idea that has ever afllicted our weak, sinful, un- 
happy and misguided race." This is a "true and 
faithful witness," and one well qualified to judge. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

CONTRADICTS THE BIBLE. 

To stow what sad havoc the doctrine of endless woe 
makes with the inspired volume, let us place it in con- 
trast with the Scriptures. 

First, it contradicts that class of texts which teach 
judgment and punishment are meted out in the earth 

BIBLE. PARTIALIS*!. 

Bible — His judgments are in His judgments are in eter- 
all the earth. 1 Chron. xvi. nity. 
12,14; Psa. cv. 11. 

Bible— Verily, there is a Verily, there is a God that 
God that judgeth in the earth, judgeth in eternity. 
Ps.lviii. 11. 

Bible -I saw under the sun The place of judgment is in 
the place of judgment. Eccl. eternity. 
iii. 16, 17. 

Bible — I will judge ye in the I will not judge thee until 
place where thou wast created, after death. 
Ezek. xx. 30. 

Bible — He shall not fail nor He shall set judgment in 
be discouraged until he have eternity, 
set judgment in the earth. 
Isa. xlii. 4. 

Bible — . He shall execute More likely he shall execute 

judgment and justice in the judgment and justice in eter- 

earth. Jer. xxiii. 5. nity; and it is strange that 

Isaiah and Jeremiah never 

taught this notion of a future 

judgment. 

Bible — The judgment was It will set in eternity, 
set. Dan. vii, 10. 

Bible — For judgment I have m For judgment Christ is go- 
come into this world. John ing into eternity, 
ix, 39. 

Bible— NOW is the judg- A mistake, for the world 
ment of this world. John xii, is not to be judged until after 
31. death. 
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Bible— For the time is come The time for judgment will 

that judgment must begin at not come until eternity opens 

the house of God. 1 Peter iv. upon us. 
17. 

The system also teaches rewards and punishments 

in eternity, in opposition to the Bible. This is clear 

from the following : 



Bible — In the day thou eat- 
est thereof thou shalt surely 
die. Gen. ii. 17. 

Bible — Cain, a vagabond 
and a fugitive shalt thou be in 
the earth. Gen. iv. 12. 

Bible — Blessed shalt thou be 
in thy basket and in thy store. 
Deut. xxviii- 1, 38. 

Bible— Also, unto thee, 
Lord, belongeth mercy, for 
thou renderest unto every man 
according io his work. Ps. 
lxii. 12. 



Bible— "The righteous shall 
be recompensed in the earth, 
much more the wicked and 
the sinner." Prov. xi. 31. 

Bible — "I, the Lord, search 
the heart. I try the reins, 
even to give every man ac- 
cording to his ways, and ac- 
cording to the fruits of his 
doings." Jer. xvii. 10. 

Bible — "God will render to 
every man according to his 
works " Paul. 



Bible— "For if the word 
spoke j by angels was stead- 
fast, and every transgression 
and disobedience received a 
just recompense of reward." 
Heb. ii. 2. 



In the day thou sinnest thou 
shalt suffer to all eternity, in 
case thou dost not repent. 

A reprobate shalt thou be 
to all eternity. 

Strange that Moses never 
taught future rewards and 
punishments. 

David, you meant God will 
render to men according U> 
their works after death, by in- 
flicting upon some endless tor- 
ture, and rewarding some 
scamp who repents a few mo- 
ments before he dies, with end- 
less glory. 

Solomon, you must be 
wrong, for our modern teach- 
ers tell us that rewards and 
punishments are in eternity. 

t All villains that happen to 
die right, will be rewarded 
with endless bliss, but never 
punished one iota for their ras- 
cally deeds ; while the amiable, 
moral and honest portion, that 
die out the pale of the Church, 
will sink to endless tortures, 
and never be rewarded for 
their good works. This is jus- 
tice. 

"For if the word spoken by 
angels was steadfast," no dis- 
obedience has or will receive 
its desert until eternity; and 
it is useless, Paul, to talk of 
having received punishment 
when it is endless. 
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The system also makes death, sin, hell and the devil, 
indestructible, when the Bible teaches they shall be 
destroyed. 



Bible— The last enemy shall 
be destroyed, death. 1 Cor. 
xv. 26. 

Bible— He will ewallow up 
death in victory, and the Lord 
God will wipe tears from all 
races. Isa. xxv. 8. 

Bible— 4 ' He shall finish sin, 
and make an end of transgres- 
' sion." Dan. 

Bible— "That as sin hath 
reigned unto death, even so 
might grace reign unto eternal 
life." Paul. 

Bible— For this purpose was 
the Son of God manifested, 
that he might destroy the 
works of the devil. 1 John 
iii. 8. 

Bible — "For as much, then, 
as the children are partakers 
of flesh and blood, he also like- 
wise took part of the same, 
that through death he might 
destroy him that has the pow- 
er of death, — that is, the dev- 
il." Heb. ii. 14. 

Bible—" O, hell, I will be 
th y destruction. * ' H o s e a 
xiii. 14. 



Death shall never be de- 
stroyed, for it is eternal. 

He will wipe tears from some 
of all faces, and the rest shall 
shriek to all eternity. 

Sin shall reign forevermore ; 
and although Paul limits the 
reign of sin to death, and 
teaches that grace shall super- 
abound, it is just the reverse ; 
and it is strange Paul did not 
know it. 

What if he was ? The devil 
and sin will exist forever, in 
spite of Christ's efforts to de- 
stroy them. 

The destruction of the devil 
can never take place, for he is 
to come off conqueror with 
more than half of God's crea- 
tion, and reign over them for- 
ever and ever. He will beat 
Christ, sure as fate. 

That never will do, for if 
you destroy hell you take 
away the prime motive that 
incites people to action. 

Finally, the system of endless woe contradicts the 

plainest declarations of Scripture, — passages that teach 

the final holiness and happiness of all mankind. The 

attention of the reader is solicited to the following 

contrast : 

Bible — And there shall be There shall be endless death, 

no more death, neither sor- endless sorrow, endless pain, 
row nor crying, nor pain. 
Revelation xxi. 4. 
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Bible— All nations, Lord, 
which thou hast made, shall 
come and worship before thee, 
and shall glorify thy name. 
Ps. lxxxvi. 9. 

Bible— Will the Lord keep 
his anger forever? Is his 
mercy clean gone forever ? 
Ps. xxvii. 7, 14. 

Bible — He will not always 
chide, neither will he keep his 
anger forever. Ps. cii. 8, 9. 

Bible— I will not contend 
forever, neither will I always 
be wroth; for his anger en- 
dureth but for a moment; for 
he retaineth not his anerer for- 
ever, because he delighteth in 
mercy. Micah. vii. 18. 

Bible— Will the Lord cast 

Off FORKVBR? PS. XXVii. 7. 

Bible— For the Lord will 
NOT CAST OFF FOREVER. 
Lam. iii. 31. 

Bible — Unto me every knee 
shall bow, and every tongue 
shall swear, — surely shall say 
in the Lord have I righteous- 
ness and strength. Isa. xlv. 
23,24. 

Bible — To wit, that God was 
in Christ reconciling the world 
to himself. 2 Cor. v. 19. 

Bible — Having made peace 
by the blood of his cross to 
reconcile all things unto him- 
self. Col. i. 20. 

Bible— The restitution of all 
things ha=s been spoken by all 
the mouth of the holy proph- 
ets since the world began. 
Acts iii. 21. 

Bible — Teaching every man 
in all wisdom, that we may 
present every man perfect in 
Christ Jesus. Col. i. 29. 

Bible— The sting of death is 
sin. 0! death, where is thy 
sting? 1 Cor. xv. 55. 



Impossible! for three-fourths 
of the nations having: forgot- 
ten God, shall be turned into 
an endless hell. 

Tes, He will laugh at their 
miseries! 



He always will chide, and 
will pour out the vials of his 
wrath upon the head of his off- 
spring through all eternity. 

Pshaw! His anger will en- 
dure through eternity. 



Most certainly. 

A great mistake, Jeremiah, 
for the Lord will cast off for- 
ever, as sure as fate. 

Unto him every knee may 
bow ; but only a part shall say 
in the Lord I have strength 
and righteousness. 

Christ came to reconcile 
God unto man. 

By him to reconcile a part 
of all things unto himself! 



The restitution of but apart 
of all things has been spoken 
by the prophets. 



If this be true, there is no 
use in preaching. 



Here I am! and here I will 
be to all eternity, in spite of 
Christ's efforts to destroy me 
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Bible — And they shall not 
teach every man his neighbor 
and every man his brother, 
saying know the Lord; for 
ALL shall KNOW the Lord, 
from the LEAST TO THE 
GREATEST. Heb. vii, 11. 

Bible — Who gave himself a 
ransom for all, to be testified 
in due time. 1 Tim. ii. 6. 

Bible— Who will have all 
men to be saved, and come 
unto a knowledge of truth. 
1 Tim. iv. 6. 

Bible — And we have seen 
and do testify, that the Fath- 
er sent the Son to be the Sa- 
viour of the world. 1 John 
iv, 14. 

Bible— Having made known 
unto us the mystery of his 
will according to his good 
pleasure which he hath pur- 
posed in himself, that in the 
dispensation of the fulness of 
times he might gather togeth- 
er in one, all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven and 
which are on earth, even in 
- him. Eph. i. 9, 10. 

Bible— And I, if I be lifted 
up from the earth, will draw 
all men unto me. John xxii. 
32. 

Bible— For as in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive. 1 Cor. xv. 22. 



Some shall know the Lord, 
but not all. j 



No matter if he did; his 
death , as Christ foresaw, will 
not prove efficacious in the 
salvation of all. 

Although God wills the sal- 
vation of all, yet his will shall 
not be accomplished, and God 
will not save all men. 

What if the apostle did tes- 
tify to this; God foreknew, 
when he sent his Son into the 
world, that only a small por- 
tion would be saved. 

Although it was God's pur- 
pose to save all, having made 
none for perdition, yet, con- 
trary to his expectation, his 
purpose will be defeated, and 
countless millions be endlessly 
miserable. 



He will draw a part of all 
unto him. 



As in Adam truly rll die, 
even so in Christ shall some be 
made alive. 



I leave it to the impartial judgment of the reader, 
whether a system fraught with such difficulties, and is 
opposed to the uniform teachings of the Bible, can be 
from heaven or from beneath. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

CORROBERATIVB FACTS. 

A writer asks: "Is it not most astonishing, that 
John never mentions in his gospel, nor in either of his 
epistles, the words " everlasting punishment," " ever- 
lasting fire," or " eternal punishment' ' Nor do the 
advocates of the doctrine of endless woe quote from 
John's Gospel, or Epistles, any passage upon which 
they rely with much confidence in support of that doc- 
trine. Why this silence of John ? Another remark- 
able fact is, that St. John's Gospel contains neither 
the parables of the Sheep and Goats, the Rich Man 
and Lazarus, nor any other parable, supposed to teach " 
the doctrine of endless punishment. If these parables 
were uttered by Christ, specially to inculcate that doc- 
trine, John must have so understood him. Why, then, 
did he omit them in writing his gospel ? "We explain 
it thus : These parables were designed to represent the 
overthrow of the Jewish nation, and the coming of 
Christ, eighteen hundred years ago. John's Gospel, 
Clarke says, was written about A. D. 86, which would 
be sixteen years after the destruction of Jerusalem. 
The particular events which the parables were designed 
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to describe, having taken place, St. John did not deem 
it necessary to insert in his gospel. Another remarka- 
ble fact is, that the word " hell " is not found once in 
St. John's Gospel, or in either of his Epistles; so 
that those early converts who had no other gospel but 
John's, would know nothing of the doctrine of endless 
woe. Nor is the word " hell " once found in all the 
writings of St. Paul. What do you think of that ? 
He was a preacher of the gospel for thirty years, and 
did not fail to declare " the whole counsel of God." 
In fact, the word " hell " does not occur so often in 
the New Testament as many suppose. In Matthew it 
is found nine times ; in John not once ; in Acts it is 
found only once, where it is applied to Christ, and sig- 
nifies the grave, — yet, the book of Acts contains the 
history of the journeyings, labors and preaching of the 
apostles, for over thirty years ; hence it is certain they 
did not preach anything about hell ! That word is 
not found at all in Komans, nor in 1st or 2d Corinthi- 
ans ; nor in Gallatians ; nor Ephesians, nor Phillipians, 
nor Collossians, nor in 1st or 2d Thessalonians, nor in 
1st or 2d Timothy, nor Titus, nor Philemon, nor He- 
brews, nor in 1st Peter; nor in l6t, 2d or 3d John. 
How is it, if "hell" means a place of endless woe, 
that it is used so seldom by the apostles ? Some preach- 
ers use that word oftener in one sermon than did 
Christ and his apostles in all their teachings for thirty 
years. If those who listened to the preaching of St. 
Paul, or St, John, were all exposed to an endless hell, 
is it not very singular that they did not mention it, at 
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least once t How can any believer in endless punish- 
ment account for these omissions ? Are they not most 
convincing evidence that it is not a Bible doctrine ? 

ENDLESS WOE AN ABSURDITY. 

A writer says : " This system teaches that the little 
child who lives but one minute — nay, but the sixteenth 
part of a minute after he becomes accountable, and 
then dies unconverted, must go to judgment uncon- 
verted, and to the flames of hell, unpitied ! I say 
unpitied, for it is supposed its childless mother may 
be in heaven, praising God for his mercy and justice. 
By the same theory, another person may live to hoary 
age in sin ; drink deep of the turbid fountains of for- 
bidden pleasures, and stain his soul with the darkest 
and most horrid crimes, yet get religion, just before he 
dies, and go unwhipped of justice to heaven. Were 
this Christianity, I had rather be an Atheist. Little 
Henry, an amiable boy, dies at fifteen years of age, 
unconverted. David, his brother, a perverse and 
vicious wretch, lives on to commit a hundred crimes, 
and at sixty gets religion and dies. He rejected Christ 
four times as long, and was ten times as corrupt as his 
younger brother. They meet at the awful judgment. 
The older brother is received to endless bliss, because 
he got religion before ho died. Henry has no excuse, 
because he lived only one-fourth part of the time with- 
out religion. He goes to hell — and David pities him 
not ! He never cherished tender feelings in this life, 
and he is therefore fitted for such a heaven. Nature 
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revolts and shudders at such partiality and cruelty. 
A pirate at sea murders several innocent persons. He 
is convicted, and finally gets religion. He dies, and 
meets his hapless victims at the " flaming bar.' 9 He 
is a saint now ; but those he murdered are unconvert- 
ed. They stand before the awful bar, expecting jus- 
tice. But look! That murderer is caressed and 
crowned with glory ; but his victims are hurled away 
to quenchless flames. They lift their eyes in amaze- 
ment and horror, and see the lucky murderer, and hear 
his joyous shouts and triumphs. They see his bloody 
hands raised in admiration and joy before the throne ; 
and they read in broad capitals, over the canopy of 
hell, "THIS IS JUSTICE,— PUNISHING AND 
BEWABDING ACCOBDING TO WOBKS." 

Such is the unjust and unrighteous system, which 
would give the joys of heaven to such as happen to 
die right, and inflict unceasing tortures on all others, 
irrespective of their moral character. Hence, it is 
said that thieves, assassins, and all sorts of criminals, 
are more likely to get to heaven than moral persons. 
Call this theory injustice, call it partiality, call it mad- 
ness, blasphemy, or what you will ; but I conjure you, 
in the sacred name of reason, of Christianity and of 
common sense, do not call it justice. Do not outrage 
all moral truth by such an unhallowed thought" 
10 
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TERRIFYING IN ITS NATURE. 

The same writer says: " Go to some far and lonely 
isle — some blissful, sequestered shade, where the harsh 
roar of damnation never sounded ; where the thunders 
of wrath and the storms of hell never thrilled the ten- 
der soul, nor blighted the soft and gentle germs of 
humanity — where God was never dressed in a ty* 
rant's awful frowns, but exhibited in the kind tokens 
of a father's love, tender, beneficent and good ; where 
young hearts were early warmed with mercy's inspiring 
breath, and all were led by her voice to acts of charity, 
philanthropy and justice ; where religion's songs were 
only sweet with the honeyed strains of heaven, and 
warm with the breathing melodies of mercy and kind- 
ness ; where heart meets heart, and souls mingle to- 
gether like drops of water, in overflowing tenderness. 
Now let a minister of interminable wrath break into 
this sweet and holy Eden, as Satan is said to have 
broken into Paradise. Let him teach there for the 
first time the doctrine of an endless hell, the endless, 
burning agonies of their kindred friends. They would 
start back aghast with horror. They would look upon 
him as a fiend of unfeeling cruelty, begrimmed with 
the horrors of a merciless demon. If they believed 
his message true, their hair would stand on end — 
their hearts would break with unearthly terror — 
groans and shrieks would rend the sky. * Oh, my 
child ! my companion ! my parent ! ! my friend! ! 
— to hell, endless pain I /' And what is heaven? 
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All marble, wintry; cold, unsympathizing apathy 
Oh, why were we made ? — when storms of fire flame 
around eternity, and heave their vengeance over the 
future destiny of mankind !" 

MAKE8 THE DEVIL MORE JUST THAN GOD. 

It is said that endless woe is just and equitable, 
and if justice were done we must all suffer through 
eternity. By this theory, those that are lost are justly 
so. Then justice is done them ? But how in regard 
to those that are saved ? " Out of thine own mouth I 
will condemn thee," for nothing is more common than 
to hear them say " if justice were done them, they 
would be in hell with the damned." Then while jus- 
tice is done to the lost, injustice is done to the saved. 
So one class is damned justly, and the other class saved 
unjustly. 

Now, we are told the devil is very desirous that the 
whole world shall suffer endless misery ; i. e*, he desires 
more than all th^t justice shall be done. But God has 
fixed upon a plan by which to c/ieat justice. A just God 
sends his just Son to save men from a just punish, 
ment. A fine spectacle 1 A God divided. He issues 
his law, and annexes endless woe to it, and declares it 
just ; and because the devil strives to have justice done, 
he is called cruel and malicious. 

But again, we are told endless misery is all right, 
just and merciful ; and yet, priests and people are do- 
ing their utmost to save men from justice. They one 
and all pray that justice may be cheated of its dues; 
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and the devil, poor fellow, is the only just being, for 
he is exerting all his powers to see that justice is meted 
out to all. God, however, has concluded to compro- 
mise the matter, by dealing out justice to a portion by 
sending them to an endless hell, and save the remain- 
der unjustly, — because, if- strict justice were done 
them, they would all travel the same road. 

We leave it to the reader to say if this theory does 
not make the devil more just than the Creator. 

A THRILLING STORY. 

CLAEA TEMPLETOK: 

OR, FATHER, WHERE IS MART? 

In the town of , near the western border of 

Alabama, in the year 1»47, there resided a gentleman 
whom we shall call the Kev. Joseph P. Templeton, and 
his family. He was the rector of the little brick 
church, and was highly esteemed by all under his pas- 
toral charge. 

The house in which he lived was handsomely fur- 
nished, but not filled with those glittering gew-gaws 
that mark the proud and haughty. His was not so. 
Everything was plain, but neat His library, 'tis true, 
contained works of the choicest literature, elaborately 
bound and finished ; but beyond this, all was plain. 

His family consisted of a wife and three children, 
two daughters and a son. All were young and hand- 
some. Clara and Mary were twins, born of the same 
mother and on the same evening ; but, oh, how widely 
did they differ respecting their spiritual existence. 
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Clara was endeavoring to reach that haven where joy 
is unspeakable, and knows no bounds. Her heart was 
filled with love for God, and all his creatures. How 
shall we speak of Mary ? She was " light-hearted, 
careless and inconstant," — but then, 'twas innocence. 

Not long before the opening of our story, a pro- 
tracted meeting had been held at the " New Church," 
(so named on account of its recent construction,) 
Ed. E. Moore, pastor, which continued some ten 
nights; and the laborer received for his hire the 
glad intelligence of the conversion of nearly three 
score souls, — and among the list we notice the name 
of William Templeton, Clara's brother. Strange to 
say, Mary, the life, the beloved of the family, had re- 
sisted. In vain had her sister expostulated with her, 
for she was a being next her God. Who can describe 
the depth of that love, born with Mary ! " Love is 
as strong as death." 

Time passed on, and Mary Templeton lay prostrate 
on a bed of fever; death, "the universal leveller, " 
who "lays the shepherd's crook beside the sceptre," 
had claimed her as his own, and her spirit took its 
flight to that " bourne from whence no traveller re- 
turns." 

" Farewell, world ! Farewell, friends and parents, 
dear! I bid you a long, long farewell. I go to 
heaven." These were the last words Mary Templeton 
e'er breathed upon earth. 

Then came the funeral. There, upon the table, lay 
the rose-bud of the Templeton family. The life of 
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Clara lay before her eyes. Oh, how wildly did that 
heart beat, when the dread words of "The wicked shcil 
be turned into hell" fell upon her ears. She listened 
attentively to the words of the minister, (Mr. Moore,) 
weighed them well, thought of God and Mary, — and 
the sermon was finished. Mary was in hell ! End- 
less torment! She had "rejected the salvation of 
Christ, while it was yet day," said the pastor. 

Then arose from the weak, delicate frame of Clara 
Templeton, a scream that deafened all ears, — it was 
an unearthly scream. Rushing frantically to her 
father, she threw her arms about his neck, looked him 
steadfastly in the face, while her eyes glared with the 
brilliancy of a maniac, and shrieked into his ear, 
" Father ! where is Mary V 

The stout heart of Joseph Templeton melted. He 
had listened to the words of his beloved brother, and 
said, " Thy will be done." Ere this, no tear had 
dimmed his eye. He looked at the corpse, and then 
at his friends, and murmured, "It is the Lord ; lejb 
him do what seemeth him gpod." But now the crisis 
had come. Those words had pierced his heart, and 
with tears trickling down his cheeks, he could only ar- 
ticulate the word " Lost !" 

Mary Templeton was conveyed to her last resting 
place, by her parents, followed by over half the town. 
All sought after her company while she was living, 
and now that she was dead, with sorrowful hearts they 
proceeded to the cemetery, there to pay the last tribute 
of respect. 
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A marble slab was placed at her head, and on it we 
read: 

SACRFD TO THE MEMORY OF 

MARYTEMPLETON, 

Daughter of the Rev. Joseph P. and Mary Templeton, 

Aged 17 years and 11 months. 

"She died in her sins. 9 * 

Peace be unto her. 

And now the willow, with its myriad of branches, 
blooms above her head, and the beautiful rose, with 
its twining vines, encircles the mourning tree, climbing 
towards heaven. 

© o o o o o 

Friend, if thou wouldst see a sight that would turn 
thy eyes to tears and make thy tongue cleave unto the 
roof of thy mouth, come with me. Follow to the 
churchyard ; what dost thou see ? Nothing ? Look 
again ; dost thou not see that angel's form, with her 
eyes turned to heaven ? That is Clara Templeton ; 
and there beside her, with his face buried in his hands, 
and kneeling, is her brother "William. See ! there is 
a cloud now spreading its sable wings o'er that angel's 
brow ; the form shakes violently from convulsion, the 
head thrown madly back, and the eyes glaring wildly 
heavenward. Listen ! how the brain staggers under 
such words, and the hand that holds the pen struggles 
to free itself from planting such sentences on the snow 
white paper. " Thou demon, who reigns supreme in 
heaven," falls upon the ear ; " why hast thou taken 
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my sister from me ? Why rob me of all my heart held 
dear ? But see, she comes ; you thought to rob me, 
did ye? but she's mine now; ha! ha! ha!" These 
words escaped the lips of Clara Templeton, the maniac. 
Yes/ dear friend, she is now a maniac. Two years 
have elapsed since the death of Mary, and what 
changes have they wrought on Clara ! Her cheeks are 
thin and haggard, and her eyes sunk deep into their 
sockets ; and worse, oh ! cruel fate, — she now curses 
her God ! Alas ! she too is doomed. 

At length the broken-hearted children return home, 
their forms bowed with grief ; but their misery is not 
yet complete. 

'Tis night, and they retire to their respective beds 
to rest. But they do not slumber soundly ; no, for 
dreams, terrific dreams, created monsters of the fever- 
heated brain, flit before their eyes, and they awake, 
with restlessness, unrefreshed by broken sleep, and 
brain on fire. 

The heavens open, and Clara Templeton sees an an- 
gel of light descend into her room, and with a voice of 
sweetest music, hears it ask : 

" Clara Templeton, why weepest thou V 9 

" I weep because of my sister. Oh ! speak, heav- 
enly messenger, and tell me where is she ! Where is 
Mary?" 

The angel spoke not, but taking the Bible that lay 
upon the mantel, opened to the 15 th chapter of Corin- 
thians, and pointed to the 53d verse, and she read 
these words : 
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" For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and 
this mortal must put on immortality." 

She then awoke — for she had been dreaming. The 
sweet revelation seemed to inspire her with new life ; 
her mind became calm, and once more she slept, a 
sweet and peaceful sleep. 

Her dream she communicated to her parents in the 
morning, but was told 'twas an idle phantasy. She 
persisted that it was a heavenly truth, and the result 
was that Clara and William Templeton were expelled 
from the home of their parents. "William had con- 
firmed what Clara said. 

o o o o o o 

Years roll on, and we find Clara and William Tem- 
pleton seated near the fire, with the Bible open before 
them. They are living in a neat little dwelling in the 
adjoining village. No maniac dwells in that house, 
for Clara Templeton's mind has been restored — health 
and beauty have returned. A low rap is heard at the 
door, and with a heart almost bursting, she bounds to 
anwer the summons. The door is opened, and there 
before her stands her father. Again she threw her 
arms about his neck, and with a voice full of the ten- 
dered emotion, and eyes sparkling love, asked: 

" Father / where is Mary V 

Again the tears trickled down his aged cheeks, as 
he murmured : 

" Thank God, my eyes have been opened. Mary is 
in heaven* 1 ' 
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AN INCIDENT. 



In the year 1821, a Mr. Blake and his wife were 
travelling over the Green Mountains, in the cold month 
of December. The drifting snow rendered it impossi- 
ble for the horse to proceed. Mr. Blake started off on 
foot in search of assistance, and perished in the snow 
storm before arriving at any dwelling. His wife, 
alarmed at his long absence, with her babe in her arms 
attempted to follow him ; but her strength failed, and 
she was left to perish in that dreadful night. The 
poet touchingly describes her condition in the follow- 
ing words : 

"The cold winds swept the mountain height, 

And pathless was the dreary wild ; 
And mid the cheerless hours of night 

A mother wandered with her child; 
As through the drifting snow she pressed, 
The babe was sleeping on her breast ; 

"And colder still the winds did blow, 
And darker hours of night came on; 

And deeper grew the drifting snow,— ■ 
Her limbs were chilled, her strength was gone ; 

'Oh, God!' she cried, in accents wild, 

'If I must perish, save my child !' 

"She stripped her mantle from her breast, 

And bared her bosom to the storm, 
And round her child she wrapped her vest, 

And smiled to think her babe was warm; 
With one cold kiss, one tear she shed, 
Then sunk upon a snowy bed. 
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"At dawn a traveller passed by, 

And saw her 'neath a snowy veil, — 
The frost of death was in her eye, 

Her cheek was cold, and hard and pale. 
He moved the robe from off the child, 
The babe looked up and sweetly smiled." 

Now, I ask, tow can that mother be happy and see 
her child weltering in the flames of hell ? If she 
can, she must be a different mother from what she was 
on earth. Oh, when will men cease to proclaim a doc- 
trine that banishes every fine feeling from the bosom ? 

DEATH OF MR. BENTON. 

The editor of the Northern Christian Advocate, 
(Methodist,) does not like the manner in which the 
eminent Thomas H. Benton, recently deceased, passed 
from life. Speaking of that event, he says : 

" The virtues of this illustrious man have had am- 
ple recognition. Great ability, integrity and firmness 
of purpose, ardent patriotism, and unconquerable per- 
severance, have been allowed to his reputation, even 
by his political opponents. He has lived the best style 
of a Koman life ; and if this world, its duties and 
achievements were the chief concern of men, we might 
gaze upon it as admiringly as on the course of the sun, 
rejoicing in its strength unto the gates of the evening. 
Alas I To a Eoman life succeeds a Eoman death ! 
Not one gleam of Christian hope can be detected break- 
ing in from the coming day, upon the statesman's death 
bed. Not a word of religious trust is uttered, nor a 
sentence of pious counsel left by a man who was am- 
bitious to leave ample volumes to instruct future states- 
men. An unchristian death terminates a life of public 
spirit." 
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According to the above, the great statesman has 
sunk to hell, and with him a host of worthies. Some 
of the bigots of this place, consign all Universalists 
to their Pagan hell. Think of 800 TJniversalist 
preachers, with all their congregations, in hell. There 
will be Father Ballou, Drs. Chapin, Sawyer, Edward 
Everett — scholars, statesmen, poets, and millions of 
the most moral and amiable of earth. How many 
sweet girls have died between the age of ten and sev- 
enteen, unconverted, and have gone to howl with devils 
forever ! God, how long shall this hydra-headed 
monster stalk through our land, crushing the fairest 
hopes, and driving many to insanity. 

AWFUL 

We cut the following from an exchange paper ; read 
it, and see the beauties of endless punishment : 

11 It is said that Kev. Mr. Cuyler, in his sermon be- 
fore the New York Firemen, described in graphic lan- 
guage the heroic self-devotion of a fireman in saving a 
child from the flames, at the extreme peril of his life ; 
then added — ' Had he perished while thus engaged, 
he would have certainly gone to hell — being uncon- 
verted I' " 

We defy all heathendom to produce a sentence more 
barbarous, and all infidelity to utter words more blas- 
phemous against the God of heaven, than the above. 
This blinded preacher, himself a sinner, declares that 
a man who should sacrifice his life in efforts to save a 
child from a fiery death — the noblest deed within the 
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range of human capability — would be plunged by 
God into a flaming hell, to shriek forever, because he 
had not been " converted " to some limitarian creed! 
Whereas, had he played the coward and sneak, like 
many a " professor/' standing with his hands in his 
pockets, around the flaming building, and allowed the 
child to burn to death, he might have prolonged his 
own life, been " converted" in an " evangelical'' 
church, and gone safely to heaven at last ! On the 
other hand, this same preacher's creed teaches, and no 
doubt he believes and will proclaim, that a vile wretch 
who murders in cold blood a father and mother, and 
whole family of children, and becomes " converted " 
in prison, will swing from the gallows into the midst 
of the angelic hosts in heaven — as in the case of An- 
derson and Kichards, recently hung in Lancaster, Pa., 
— who murdered and (according to partialism) sent 
to hell two inoffensive old women, while they them- 
selves were " converted " in the jail, and ascended 
from the gibbet to shout glory ! in the paradise above ! 
And such are the teachings of modern " orthodoxy." 

A CLERICAL MURDERER. 

Eev. G. W. Stovall, an Orthodox clergyman, was 
hung in New Orleans, recently, for the murder of 
his mistress. He owned that he had long been most 
abandoned, but was buoyed up by his faith, (!) and 
his spirit, he said, was anxious to escape from its pris- 
on, and seek for refuge in the Paradise of God, looking 
to the merciful Jesus, who to the dying thief said, 
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" This day shalt thou be with me in Paradise." His 
last words were those of Stephen, " Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit" Hear the presumptuous language of his 
dying speech: 

" I have been led captive by the devil for the last 
fifteen years ; but though the Governor of the State 
refused to commute my sentence, I trust that I have 
obtained pardon from a higher power. All blood- 
stained as I am, I have appealed to the Saviour of man- 
kind, and in his grace I believe that I have found 
redemption.' 7 

The Banner, from which we take the above, justly 
remarks — " Surely, if such a man can step from the 
gallows to Paradise, by a simple gasp for pardon, ut- 
tered in the last moment of life, while better men are 
lost, his associates ought not to stigmatise any other 
system of theology as of immoral tendency." 

QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS. 

Question. By whom was Jesus persecuted ? 

Answer. By believers in endless misery. 

Q. By whom was he crucified.? 

A. By believers in endless misery. 

Q. By whom was Stephen stoned to death ? 

A. By believers in endless misery. 

Q. What did those forty men believe who bound 
themselves with an oath that they would not eat and 
drink again until they had killed Paul ? 

A. If they were Pharisees, (as they probably 
were,) they believed in endless misery. 
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Q. Who persecuted the early Christians with cruel 
mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover, with cruel 
bonds and imprisonment, so that they were stoned, 
were sawed asunder, were slain with the sword, some 
of them, and others suffered even more horrid deaths ? 

A. The believers in endless misery. 

Q. Who persecuted the Waldenses, and other 
early Protestant sects ? 

A. The believers in endless misery. 

Q. Who slew thousands of innocent men, women 
and children on St. Bartholomew's day in France ? 

A. The believers in endless misery. 

Q. Who established the Inquisition in which men 
have been buried alive, broken on the wheel, stretch- 
ed on the rack, scalded in boiling water, roasted be- 
fore hot fires, &c. 

A. The believers in endless misery. 

Q. Who burned heretics at the stake ? 

A. Believers in endless misery. 

Q. Who have been the cause of all the persecu- 
tions that have ever been carried on in the Christian 
Church. 

A. The believers in endless misery. 

Q. Who drove the Puritans from home in the 
depth of winter, across the Atlantic ? 

A. Believers in endless misery. 

Q. Who persecuted the alleged witches, and im- 
prisoned and killed them ? 

A. Believers in endless misery. 

Q. Who stoned John Murray in the pulpit in 
School street in Boston ? 
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A. Believers in endless misery. 

The above facts we believe are undeniable. Now is 
it not strange, that the people who have done all these 
abominations, have, in every age in which they have 
lived, supposed themselves to be the peculiar people of 
God, and trusted they were to be blessed in God's 
presence forever, on account of their good deeds ? Is 
it not fair to presume, since such consequences have 
invariably attended the doctrine of endless misery, 
that said doctrine has an evil influence on the human 
heart, drying up the streams of human kindness, and 
leaving men seared with wrath and malevolence ? 

ENDLESS WOE -HOW SELFISH 7 

We have always believed this system is the 
quintessence of selfishness. It builds a hell for all 
the objects of its hatred. What is the reason no one 
believes in a hell for himself? Because it is coming 
too near darling self. Why does not the mother 
believe her unconverted children are going to perdition? 
Because she loves them too well. Now let her love 
another parent's children as well as she loves her own, 
and she would have no faith in her neighbor's children 
going to helL But, ah, she does not see so much in 
neighbor's children to love as she does in her own. 
Hence the system of endless misery accords with the 
Bpirit of selfishness and cruelty. How often we hear 
the believers in this doctrine say, " Well, if there is 
not a hell, there ought to be one." For whom ? 
Your father? Tour mother? Your sister? Your 
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wife and children ? 0, no ! but there ought to be a 
hell for some one whom you hate. That shows the 
cloven foot. This reminds us of a man whose son 
recently died unconverted, and when he was brought 
home, he hung over his coffin, wringing his hands 
most piteously, but he had no faith that his son had 
gone to hell. Not he. Now suppose it had been his 
neighbor's son, that had died unconverted ? Ah, cir- 
cumstances alter cases, as the fable says. It is a fine 
thing to have a hell for our dear neighbors, especially 
for those we hate. With this view of man's selfish- 
ness we can well understand the feelings of the little 
girl who asked her mother where all the wicked peo- 
ple were buried, " for she found no mention on the 
grave stones of any except the good." This reveals 
the secret of the matter. The believers in hell-fire 
can see no defects in themselves, nor in their children, 
for they always have some wonderful redeeming trait 
in their character. They did some good deed, or said 
something just as they died, that will surely save 
their souls. But their wicked neighbors, they are so 
corrupt, that there ought to be a hell for them. Very 
likely. This reminds us of a parent, whose son com- 
mitted suicide, and if his doctrine was true, there was 
no hope for him. But the father could not give him 
up, and he wished the following inscribed upon his 
grave stone — "'Tis there we'll meet to part no 
more ! " But the sculptor, thinking that the inscrip- 
tiotf ought to correspond with his belief, put it on the 
grave stone thus — " 'Tis there we'll part to meet no 
11 
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more ! " In this way, it was placed at the head of 
the grave. One day, the father, with his surviving 
family, proposed to visit the grave, and see the in- 
scription on the grave stone of their dead boy, when, 
lo I judge of their feelings, when they read, " 'Tis 
there, we'll part to meet no more." ! what anguish 
tore their bosoms ! The father was so enraged, that 
he had the grave stone taken down, and another 
erected on which the inscription reads, " Tis there, 
well meet to part no more ! " 

! the insufficiency of endless woe, to bind up the 
broken heart. It is the bread of sorrows, and more 
bitter than wormwood or gall. It will not do. It 
will not do. 

DR. WATTS' OPINION. 

" Whensoever any such criminal in hell shall be 
found making such a sincere and mournful address to 
the righteous and merciful Judge of all ; if at the 
same time he is truly humble and penitent for his past 
sins, and is grieved at his heart fur having offended 
his Maker, and melts into sincere repentance ; I can- 
not think that a God of perfect equity and rich 
mercy will continue such a creature under his 
vengeance, but rather that the perfections of God will 
contrive a way for escape." 

ENDLESS WOE AN ABOMINATION. 

It was the practice of the idolatrous Jews, in 
ancient times, to offer up their innocent children to 
the god, Moloch. This hollow, brazen image, was 
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heated red hot, and upon his extended arms, infants 
were placed, and burned to death. To drown their 
cries, they beat upon drums, that the ears might not 
be shocked by their shrieks, &c. This nefarious 
practice, God called an abomination in His sight And 
yet sticklers for the sweet dogma of endless pain, tell 
us this very abomination, God will perpetuate to all 
eternity. Yes, the burning of children was such a 
stench in his nostrils, that he caused Josiah to* put a 
stop to this odious practice by making the valley of 
Hinnom a reservoir for all sorts of filth. Still, God 
will commit the very same abomination Himself. He 
forbade the Jews to burn their offspring, and yet he 
will burn His to all eternity. Aye, worse. For while 
the Jews burnt their offspring for a few moments, God 
will torture His in hell-fire through endless ages. A 
fine example for a Father to set. But the system of 
endless suffering makes God more diabolical than all 
the demons on top of earth. For while those Jews 
would not hear the cries of their infants, without 
beating upon drums to prevent painful sensations, 
God, we are told, will inflict interminable agonies 
upon his defenceless offspring, and laugh, aye, exult 
worse than a fiend, while listening to their lamenta- 
tions. Strange proceedings for a parent Strange, 
too, while God forbade the Jews to sacrifice their 
children to Moloch, because it was an abomination in 
His sight, yet he will be guilty of the same practice 
Himself. Forbid us to burn our offspring, and yet 
he burns His forever. God, how long shall priests 
defame thy fair name. 0, flash the light of immortal 
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truth upon minds so benighted, and enveloped in worse 
than Egyptian darkness. 

8TRANGE THINGS. 

It is strange if any of any of the human family 
are to be forever miserable, as some of our Christian 
brethren suppose, that God should have promised 
Abraham that he would bless all the families of the 
earth in his seed which is Christ. Gen. xii. 3. 

It is strange, if any of the human family are to re- 
main in a state of sin and unreconciliation forever, 
that all God's holy prophets since the world began, 
should have spoken of the restitution of all things, 
(Acts iii. 21,) which Dr. Clarke says, implies thai all 
mankind are to be restored to a good state. 

It is strange, if it is God's will, that any human 
being shall be lost, that Paul should have said — God 
will have all men to be saved. 1 Tim. ii. 4. 

It is strange if any are to be lost contrary to the 
will of God, that the prophet should have said, " God 
doeth his will in the armies of Heaven and among the 
inhabitants of the earth, and none can stay his hand," 
— and that Paul should have said, "He worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own will. Dan. iv. 35. 
Eph. i. 11. 

It is strange if Hell (sheol,) is a place of endless 
punishment, that the good old patriarch Jacob should 
have expected to go there — that Job should have 
prayed to go there — that David and Jonah should 
have escaped after being once in it — and that God 
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himself, should have said he would destroy it Gen. 
xxxviii. Job xiv. 13. Psalnis cxvi. 3. Jonah ii. 2. 
Hosea xiii. 14. 

It is strange if there be a place of endless suffer- 
ing, that that place should have been 4,000 years 
without a name, and after the lapse of so many 
ages, it should be called by the name of a well known 
place near Jerusalem. 

It is strange if there be a place of endless suffer- 
ing, that God, his angels, prophets and servants did 
not threaten Adam, Cain, the antediluvians, or some of 
the wicked men of old with it. 

It is something strange if there is a separation of 
the human family in the future world, that Paul 
should have taught, that all men are to be gathered 
together in Christ Eph. i. 10. 

It is strange, if the wicked are not punished and 
the righteous not rewarded in this world according to 
their several deserts, that the wise man should have 
said — " The righteous shall be recompensed in the 
earth ; much more the wicked and the sinner." Pro v. 
xi. 31. 

It is strange if the judgment of mankind is to be 
put off until they enter the immortal state, that our 
Saviour should have said while on earth, " Now is the 
judgment of this world." John xii. 13. 

It is strange, if "as death leaves us, so Judgment 
will find us, and there is no change after death," 
that Paul should have said — "We shall all be 
changed, that this corruptible must put on incorrup- 
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tion, and this mortal must put on immortality. 1 Cot. 
xv. 52, 53. 

It is strange, if death is to usher a portion of the 
human family into a state of inconceivable suffering, 
that Paul should have said that destth was man's last 
enemy ; and more strange, that he should have taught 
that when the mortal is made immortal, that death 
should be swallowed up in victory. 1 Cor. xv. 54. 

It is strange, if some of our fellow beings are to 
mourn and weep in Hell forever, that the Prophet 
should have said, The Lord God will wipe away tears 
from off all faces, and the rebuke of his people shall 
be taken away from off all the earth, for the Lord 
hath spoken it Isa. xxv. 8. 

It is strange, if any of the human family, are in 
the future world, to be the companions of demons, 
subject to a second death, that bur Saviour should 
have taught, that in the resurrection they are to be 
like the angels in Heaven, and can die no more, but 
are the children of God, being the children of the 
resurrection. Matt. xxii. 30. 

It is strange, passing strange, if any portion of the 
human family are to forever utter dolorous groans, and 
blaspheme the name of God, in a prison house of 
despair, that John should have, in prophetic vision, 
heard every creature which is in Heaven, and on the 
earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them, saying, Blessing and 
honor, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever. 
Rev. v. 13. 
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These,' dear reader, are but a small part of the 
strange things which might be mentioned, as to per- 
taining to the doctrine of endless misery, but they are 
sufficient to convince any candid and reflecting mind, 
that it is the strangest thing in the world, that any in- 
telligent and well educated person should believe in 
endless misery for any part or portion of the human 
family. 

REV. JOHN FOSTER'S OPINION. 

" I object to it in general that it is revolting to 
every sensibility of the soul, to every feeling of 
hnmanity — to all that is generous in religion and 
reason. It dishonors and* demonizes the God of the 
universe ! Look at it. The whole heathen world in- 
evitably damned ! Have you pondered this fearful pro- 
position ? What a wholesale destruction is here. Two- 
thirds of the human race damned every thirty years, 
without the possibility of salvation, not including the 
vast array of reprobates in Christian countries ! Not 
less than seven hundred millions of souls damned 
every generation! All reprobates! Behold that 
dreadful column marching forward to the unavoidable 
doom! Twenty-one hundred millions — twice the 
whole population of the globe every hundred years — 
damned ! consigned to the vengeance of eternal fire, to 
endure the woes of hell forever ! Behold them, as 
that column sinks away into the mouth of the burn- 
ing pit, but ever supplied with new recruits at the 
further end, and thus moving on from age to age — 
filling the insatiable jaws of the yawning gulf? And, 
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as you see that column move, and hear the roar of the 
devouring abyss, into whose naming jaws they plunge, 
ask the question, " Why are all these damned V* 

Add to this melancholy, dreadful procession, all the 
descendents of Adam, and all the reprobates in 
nominally Christian countries. Stay until your vision 
takes in the utmost of the slowly-moving column of 
souls. Behold the cataract of immortal souls, dash- 
ing on perpetually down the steep of the ever-yawn- 
ing abyss. Lo! that river, as it stretches away 
through ages and generations — a river of immortal 
beings swallowed up in hell. And now, pause and 
consider again, " Who are these ?" what is that hell 
into which they plunge? and why are they so 
damned ? These are God's creatures made and 
fashioned by himself. That abyss into which they 
are cast, is the place of eternal torment. Stop — 
take in the thought, eternal. Eternal ! No end ! 
A million of years are gone, — they suffer on. As 
many million of ages as there are grains of sand in 
the solid globe have passed — they suffer still ! And 
still, as many myriads more as atoms in the universe 
multiplied by every second that had passed before — 
and now their woe has just commenced. Not a second 
compared with their eternal years, is passed. And 
now their woe has just begun. To them there is no 
hope ! No light will ever dawn upon their dungeon, no 
mercy will ever speak peace to their troubled spirits. 
They dwell amid the flames of endless burnings. My 
spirit shivers and burns at the horrid imputation ! 
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What has God done that his rational creatures should 
so foully slander his adorable character ? Pardon me : 
every power of my soul revolts at the blasphemy !" 

THE DYING FATHER. 

Eternal missry ! Did you ever look with an eye of 
reason upon that gloomy picture ? Did you ever enter 
that imaginary world of woe and contemplate its sol- 
emn transactions ? If not, for once we will lead you 
there, and candidly review that horrible reverie of 
fancy which a misguided imagination presents to view. 
Ye guardian angels of celestial light, withdraw from 
this sacred place, while we paint the shocking scene ! 

We will begin at the chamber of the dying man ! 
By the wasting hand of disease, he has been brought 
to extreme weakness of body, until, on a sudden, some 
visible alteration announces his departure at hand. 
His weeping wife and lovely children gather round his 
dying bed, and in solemn silence gaze upon a depart- 
ing father and friend. The cold, icy hand of death 
is settling upon him, and the shades of night are gath- 
ering thick around him. All human skill has failed ! 
Boiling in agony, he expects every moment to be in 
the " world of spirits," and hear the sentence that 
seals his fate. Backed with excruciating pain, he at 
length heaves the big groan of mortality, and launches 
forth into regions of unutterable despair. Embosomed 
in darkness visible, he lifts his eyes in interminable 
woe, enduring a misery that far exceeds that of the 
suffering martyr, wrapt in boiling lava ; and this eter- 
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nail j to increase. As the mysterious and countless 
ages of eternity revolve, his pains rise higher and 
higher, until they are beyond the powers of the imag- 
ination to portray. And when he shall have existed 
as many millions of ages as there are stars in heaven, 
added to the drops of the ocean and the sands on its 
shores, his career of agony has but just commenced. 
So long as God endures, he shall be pierced " with 
darts of immortal pain." This miracle of suffering, 
as he lies rolling in agony, suddenly starts, and with a 
last groan of distraction, exclaims — Mysterious 
heavens, how long f 

But the same answer is responding, in rolling peals 
of thunder,— Eternity! Eternity ! ! ETEKNITY ! ! ! 

Good God I — what is this ? Are there no bowels 
of compassion in Jesus, the sinner's friend, while an- 
gels drop over him the tear of pity ! And yet, we are 
told, the redeemed will strike their notes of joy, in 
view of this picture of suffering. But is this the spirit 
of heaven ? If so, we are completely ignorant of th 
spirit that animates the bosoms of just men made per- 
fect. But grant that amid his accumulating miseries, 
and with a groan of distraction exclaims — how long t 
When from on high the answer is returned — ever ! 
ever ! ever ! Millions of ages roll 1 He again asks 
— how long ? On the gloomy walls of his prison he 
beholds the answer, written in flames of fire — from 
hell there is no release ! Countless millions of ages 
roll on. He again asks — how long f The same distress- 
ing voice cries — Eternity! Millions on millions of 
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ages intervene, and other millions on millions, in slow, 
solemn succession roll ! He is now nothing but a spec- 
tacle of woe ! He again starts from his dark bed of 
misery. The same spirit of sympathy glows in souls 
redeemed that Christ exhorted his followers to cherish 
here ; and the sight of endless misery would unpara- 
dise the realms of glory, and shroud the celestial re- 
gions in gloom. 

Talk not of a heaven whose pillars are planted upon 
the ruins of my kindred, and whose songs are mingled 
with the wailings of the loved of earth ! And is this 
the place the Redeemer has gone to prepare ? 



CONCLUSION. 

From the foregoing picture, turn to the benign effects 
of Universalism, as illustrated in the life and death of 
the believer. By the eye of faith he beholds the pe- 
riod when all disorders, both physical and moral, shall 
cease. And thus believing, he experiences a peace like 
a river ! The early advocates, Winchester and Mur- 
ray, lived and died in its triumphs. The farmer, on one 
occasion, was preaching to a delighted audience on the 
" reign of Christ." As he rose with the greatness of 
the theme, he carried his congregation forward to the 
auspicious time, when the Universe, redeemed, shall 
stand before the throne, and clad in spotless robes, 
will unite in the song of redemption, filling heaven 
with hallelujahs of joy ! Overcome with ecstacies, he 
exclaimed : "I can go no farther. God is all in all. 
Here the scene closes. The astonishing subject drin&s 
up all my spirits. I am swallowed up in its contem- 
plation. Hallelujah, God in Christ — Christ in God 

is ALL IN ALL.' " 

This good man died singing a hymn on the glories 
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of Universalism ! In what rapture did the sainted 
Hanscom die. His last words were : "I am going 
home to my heavenly home — 

'While on his breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there.' " 

Thus patriarchs and holy men died, in the precious 
faith, believing God, who has promised the arrival of 
a golden age, when sorrow shall cease — tears give way 
to smiles, joy succeed bitterness, and death end in im- 
mortality. 

This is the- doctrine we boldly preach ! In the lan- 
guage of a gifted poetess, " Preach Universalism, — 
write it, live it, feel it, never faltering, never fearing. 7 ' 
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